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THE 



LIFE AND OPINIONS'- 



Of 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, GenT.- 



BOOK yL—to»iinu^ 



LE Fever got up to the Imperial army just time 
J enough to tiy whM metal his sword was made 
of, at the defeat of the Turks before Be!grade ; 
but 8 Heries of unmerited misctiances had parsced him 
fram that moment, and trod close upon his hccia for 
four years together after ; he hnd withstood these 
buffeting^ to the ksi, til! sicknesa overtook him at 
MarteilUt, from whence he wrote my uncle Tohy 
word, he had lost hia lime, hia aervicee, hia heakh» 
aod, in Bhoj-t, every thing but hia sword ^—^ — and wan 
waiting for the first ship to return back to him. 

As this letter came to hand about six weeks before 
Susannah^ 1 accident, Le F^vrr was hourly expected \ 
and was uppermost ia my uncle Tohy't mind all the 

111. A 



9 THE LIFE AKD OPINIONS 

bine my father was giving hira and Torick a dwcrip- 
tion or what kind oF.^ perBon he would cbuse for a 
preceptor to me ; but ^» my uncle Toby thought my 
father at first aomevtiat fanciful in die accomplish men ts 
he required, he fijj^bore mentioning Le Fever* t oame, 

till the ch^acxwi by Torici's LcterpOBitiori, ending 

unexpectedly, -LB. buc, who should be getitfe-tempered, 
and Reneroiisi.atid good, It impreesed the image of 
Le ^rBf/-, •and'hia interest, upon, my nncle T^by so 
forcibly.i.he.I-ose instantly off" his chair; and laying 
down hlflf^pe* in order to take hold of both my father's 
hands— ' - / I beg, brother Shandy, said ray uncle Toljt 

I may' recommend poor Jjt Fever's son to you 

I beseech you do, added Torick 'He has a good 

..hfarl, eaid my uncle Tcby -And a brave one too, 

'. . aV please your honour, eaid the corporal. 
,' The beat hearts, Trim, are ever the bravest, re- 
plied ray uncle Tsby. And the greatest cowards, 

an' plcafic your houour, in our regiment, were the greatest 
rascals in it. — —There was serjeant Kumher, and 



CnBlgD- 



-We'll talk of them, Said my father, another 



time. 



WHAT a jovial and a merry world would this 
be, may it please your worships* but for that 
inextricable labyrinth of debts, cares^ woes, 
want, grief, discontent, melancholy, large jointures, 
impn^tions^ and lies ! 

Doctor Shpi like a aon of a w , s^ my father 

called him for it, — to exalt himself, — debaBed me to 
death, — and ra^de ten thousand times more of Smannah't 
accident, thiin tlierc was any grounds for j so that in a 
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week's time, or less, it was in every body'i mouth, 
Tkaipoor Moiter Shanii^ • • • * • 

******* entirely.— 

And Fame, who lose? to double every thing,' — \a three 
days more, had flworn, positively ahe saw it, — and all 
the world, a.% usual, gave credit to her evidence 

" That the nureery window had not only * * 

■ « «••*« «» 

• • • ; but that * • • • 

• » ««««« «• 

• • • * '8 also." 

Could the world have been sued like s. body- 
CD1UH3IU.TE, — my father had brought an action upon 
the case, and trounced it aufficiently ; but to fall fbul 

of individuals about it- as every bouI who had 

mentioned the affair, did it with the greatest pity 

iraaginable ; 'twaa like flying in the very face of 

his best friends : And yet to acquiesce under the 

report, in silence — was to acknowledge it openly, — 
&\. least in the opinion of one half of the world i and 
to make a bustle again, in contradicting it, — was to 
confirm it as strongly in the opiniod of the other 
half. 

Waa ever poor devil of a country gentleman bo 

hampered ? said my father. 

I would ahew him publickly, said my uncle Tahy, at 
the market cross. 

'Twill have oo effect, said my father. 



-I'll put hirn, however, into breeches, said my 
father, — let the world say what it will. 
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THERE are n thousand reBolutionsj Sir, both Id 
church and state, as wel] aa in matters, Madam, 
of a more private concern ; — which, though 
they have carried alJ the appearance in the world of 
being taken, and entered upon in a hasty, hare-brained, 
and unadvised manner, were, notwichEtanding thia (and 
could you or I have got into the c&binet, or stood behind 
the curtain, we should have found it was so)^ weight, 

poized, and perpended argued upon canvassed 

through— — -entered into, and examined on all aidee 
with eo much coolneaa, that the goddess of coolness 
heraelf (I do not take upon rae to prove her existence) 
could oeither have wished it, or done it better. 

Of the number of these was my father's resolution 
of putting tne into breeches^ which, though determined 
at Once, — id a kind of huff, and a defiance of all man- 
kind, had, nevertheleee, been pro'd and cona'd, and 
judicially talked over betwixt him and my mother about 
a month befcre, in two sereral bedi qfjiutkg, which my 
father had held for that purpose. I shail exphin the 
□ature of these beds of justice in my next chapter ; and 
in the chapter following that, yau shall step with me. 
Madam, behind the curtain, only to hear in what kind 
of maBncr my father and my mother debated between 
themselvea, thia affair of the breeches, — from which 
you may form an idea, how they debated all lesser 
matters- 
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Ciapter jbiL 

THE ancient Gotht of Germany, who (t.h<? lp:irTi«l 
Cluveriuf ia positive) were Jir»t seated in clia 
country between the yisSala and the Ot/cr, and 
who afterwards incorporated the HereoTij the liu^iaHtf 
and some other yandalttci clans to 'em — liad nil of 
them a wise custom of deputing every thipg of impori- 
ance to their state, twice; that ii, — once drunk, nnd 

once sober ; Drunk — that their councila might not 

want vigour ; and sober — that they might not wiint 

discretion. 

Now my father being entirely a water-drinker,— 
was a long time graveUed almost to denth, in turning 
thia aa much to his advantagCr aa he did every other 
thing which the ancieats did or said ; and it was not 
till the seventh year of hia raarmge, after a iboiinnnd 
fruitless experlmenta and deTices, that he hit upon nn 

txpedient which answered the purpoK ; and that 

w:as, when any difficult and momentous point was to he 
aettled in die family, which required great sobriety, and 

great spirit too, in its determination, ^he fiKed and 

Kt apart the 6rst Sunday night in the moDth, and tlie 
Saturday mght which immediately preceded it, to argue 
it Over, in bed, with my mother : By which contrivance, 
if you consider, Sir, with yourself, • • • 



/ 



These my father, humorously enough, called hia 

led* of justice i for from the two different couoaela 

taken in these two different humoura, a middle one was 
generally foynd out which touched the point of wiadam 
at well, 39 if he had got drunk and sober a hundred timet^ 
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You are very shortj Mr Shandy, — said ray mother. 

Humph ! quoth my father to himselft a secood dme : 
in muCtmDg which, he pliiicked his pillow a little 
further from my inother*B, — and turning about again, 
there was an ciid of the debate for three minutes and 
a halfr 

When he gets these breechcB made, cried my 

father in a higher tone, hL-'ll look like a beast ia 'em. 

He will be very awkward in them at first, replied 
my mother. 

Ard 'twiU be lucky^ if that's the worst on'ti 

added ray father. 

It will be very lucky, answered my mother. 

I BuppOBC, replied my father, — making aorae pauae 
first, — he'll be exactly Jike other people's children. . 

Eicactly, said my mother. 

•Though I ahall be sorry for that, added ray 



father : and so the debate GtoppM again, 

They should be of leather, said my father, 

turning hinn about again. — 

They will last hLm, eaid my mother, the longeat. 

But he can have no linings to 'em, replied my 
father, 

He cannot, said my mother. 

'Twere better :o have them of fuati2Dt quoth my 
father. 

Nothing can be bcrtter, quoth my mother. 



-Except dimity, — replied ray father: ^"Tia 

best of all, — -replied my mother. 

One must not give him his death, however, — 

interrupted my father- 
By 00 means, said my mother : and ao the 

dialogue stood still again. 

I am resolved, however, quoth my father, breaking 

eileqce the fourth tlme^ he shall have do pocketa in 

them.— ^ — 



mother.- 
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-There Is do occasion for any, aaid my 



I meaci in his coal and waistcoat, — cried my fkthef* 

. 1 mean £0 too,' — ^replied my mother. 

Though if he gets a gig or top Poor aoula ! 

it is a crowa and a sceptr? to them^ — they should 
have wh^ere tO ficCure it.' 

Order it sb yon please, Mr Shandy, repUcd mjr 

mother.. 

-But doo't you think ic right? added my father. 



presaiDg the point home to her. 

Perfectly, said my mother, if it pleaaea you, Mr 
ShanJy- ■ 

There's for you ! cried my father, losing temper 

Pleaaes me I You neper will dialinguiah, Mja 

Shandy, nor shall I ever teach yoa to do it, befwixt a 

point of pleasure and a point of convenience. Thia 

was on the Sunday night: and further this chapter 

■ayeth nou 



CtiapJcr lU* 

AFTER my father had debated the afFair of the 
/-\ breeches with my mother, — he consulted A!- 
bertui Rubenlut upon it; and jilb^rlus Ruhtniut 
used my father ten times worse in the consdlation 
(if possible) than even my fatlier had used my mother : \jf 
For as Rubenius had wrote a quarto exprea, De re 
Vestiaria Veierum, — it was Rubeniaj'j buainefia to 
have giyen ray father some lights. — On the contrary, 
my father might ae well have thought of exwacting 
the seven cardinal virtues out of a long beard, — as. of 
extracting a single word out of Rubaiius upon the 
BLtbJect. 

Upon every other aiticle of ancient dress, Ruheniut 
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— otlierB only the colour of it : — That the great Baj^us, 
ID his Wardrobe of the Ancients, chap. 12 — honestly 
said, he knew not what it was, — whether a tibula,— a 
etudj — a button, — a loopi — a buckle, — or ckspa and 

keepers. 

My fether loBt the horse, but not the saddle 

^They are hooks and eyes, said ray father and 

with hookfi and eyea he ordered my breeches to be 
made. 



J 



w 



E are now going to enter upon a new scene of 

events. 

Leave We then the breeches in the 

taylor'a haode, with my father standing over htm with 
his cane, reading him as he eat at work a lecture upon 
the Intai c/avur, aod poiiltidg 10 the precise part of the 
waistband, where he waj determined to have it sewed 



Leave we my mother — (truest of all the Foco- 
curanles of her sex ! )^-careles3 about it^ aa about every 
thing ei^e in the world which concerned herj — that is, 
— indifferent whether it was done thts way or that, — 
provided it was but done at ali. 

Leave we Slop hkewise to the full profits of all my 
dishonours. 

Leave we poor Le Fever to recover, and get home 

from Mantilhi as he can. And last of 5.11, — because 

the hardeK of all 

Let us leave, if possible; myself: But 'tis 

impos&iblc, — I must go along with yon to the eod of 
the work. 
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IF the readei' haa not a clear concepdon of the rood 
and the half of ground which lay at the bottom of 
my uncle Toby's kitchen-garden, and which was the 
scene of so many of his deiiciam hours, — the fault in 
not in me, — hut in hie imaginatioTJ ; — for I am aure I 
gave him so minute a dcscripuon, I was almoEt ashamed 
of it. 

When Fate was looking forwarda one afteriiiMja, 
into the great tranEactions of future times, — and re- 
collected for what purposes this little plot, by a decree 
faat bound down in iron^ had been destined, — she gave 
a Dpd to Nature, — 'twas enough — Nature threw half 
a spde ftUl of her kinilltest compost upon it, with just 
BO muih clay in it, as to retain the forma of angles and 
indentingSj- — apd SO liUU of it tooj as not to cling to the 
Bpade, and render worka of bo much glory, nasty in 
foul weather. 

My uncle Toby came down, as the reader has been 
lAfomacd, with plans, along wich him, of almoat every 
fortified town in Italy and Fiandcri ; so let the Duke 
of Marlbsrvugf}^ or the aUies, have sec down before 
what town th^y pleased, my uncle Toby waa prepared 
for them. 

His way, which was the simplest one in the world, 
was this; as Roon a& ever a town was invested — {but 
aoooer when the design was known) to take the plan 
of it (let it be what town it would), and eoUrge it 
upon a scale to the exact size of his bowling-green ; 
upon the surface of which, by means of a large role of 
packthread, and a number of small piquets driven into 
the ground, at the several angles and redans, he trans- 
ferred the lines from his paper j then taking the profile 
of the placej with ita works, ttj determine the dcptha 
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and alopes of the ditches, — the talus of the gkcJa, and 
the precise height of the seTeral banquets, parapets, Sec, 

— he aet tlie corporal to work. and eweedy went it 

on: ^The nature of the soil, — the nature of the 

wort itself, — and above all, the good-nature of ray 
uncle Tahy sitting by from morning to night, and 
chatting kindly with the corporal upon past-done deeds, 
— left LABOUR little eJse but the ceremoay of the name. 
When the pl^ice w3s ficished in thia manner, and pLt 
into a proper poacure of defence,-^it was invested, — 
and ray uncle To^y sad the corporal began to run their 

first parallel.- -I beg I may not be interrupted id my 

story, by being told,. T/^at thejlrst paraSel ibouid be at 
least three hundred toises distant from the main lady of 
the p!ace^ — -and thai I have not left a tingle irtnh for 

it . — for my uncle Ifihy took the liberty of in- 

croaching upon his kitchen- garden^ for the sake of 
enlarging his worka on the bowliog-greeo, and for that 
reason generally ran his first and second parallels 
betwixt two rows of his cabbages and his cauliOowera ; 
the cnnveniences and tQconTcniences of which will be 
coDsidered at large in the hiatory of ray uncle Tehy'j 
and the corporal's campaigne, of which, thia I'm now 
writing is but a sketch, and will be finished, if I con- 
jecture right, ia three psges (but there is no guessing) 

The campaigna themselres will take up as many 

books 5 and therefore I apprehiEod it would be hanging 
too great 3 weight of one kind of matter io so fiimsy 
a performapCe as this, to rhapEodiie them, as I once 

intended, into the body of the work BurcEy they 

had better be printed aprt, we'll consider the 

affkir ■eo take the following aketcb of them in the 

mean time. 



w 
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HEN the town, with iia works^ was finished, 
ray uncle TmSyand the corporal began to run 

their firat pardlei not at random, or any 

how but from the isame pointB and diataoccB the 

allies had begun to run theirs ; aod regulating their 
approaches and attacks, by the accounts my uccle Toiy 
received from the daily papers, — they went on, during 
ihe whole siege, etep by step with the allies. 

When the duke of Marlkfraugh made a lodgment, 

— my uncle Toby made a lodgment too, And 

when the face of g bastion was battered down, or a 
defence ruined, — -the corporal took his mattock and. did 

a$ much,^ — and ao on ; gaioidg ground, and making 

themselves masters of the works one after another, dll 
the town fell into their hands. 

To one who took pfeasure in the happy state of 
others,- — there could not have been a greater sight in 
the world, than, od a post-morning, in which a practic- 
able breach had been, made by the duke of Mariborau^ht 
in the main body of the place, — to have stood behind 
" e horn-beam hedge, and observed the spirit with 
which my uncle 7o^, with Trim behind him, sallied 

forth f the one with the Gan^ette in his hand, — the 

other with a spade on his shoulder to execute the 

contents. What an honest triumph in my uncle 

Te&y'i looks za he marched up to the ramparts I What 
intense pleasure swimming in bis eye as he stood over 
the corporal, reading the paragraph ten rimes over to 
hinij as he was at work, lest, peradventure, he should 
make the breach an inch too wide,^ — or leave It an inch 
too narrow. — —But when the chamadr w^is beat, and 
the corpora! helped my uncle up it, and followed with 
the colours in his hand, to fix them upon the ramparts 
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-Heaven ! Earth ! Sea !- 



-but what avails 



,?_ 



-with all your elements^ wet or dry. 



apoa- 



tfOf 

never compounded so lotoxicatiog a draughL 

In this track of happiness for many ye3:rs, without 
one interruption to It, except now ^nd then when the 
wind contioued to blow due west for a week of ten 
days together, which detained the Flanders mail, and 
kept them bo long in torture, — ^but still 'twas the torture 

of the happy In thia track, I aay, did my uncle 

Toby and 7Viffl move for many years, every year of 
whichj and sometimes every month,, from the inventioQ 
of either the one or the other of thenij adding some 
new conceit or quirk of improvement to their opera- 
tions, which alwaya opened fresh springs of delight in 
carrying them on. 

The Cra year's campaign was carried on from 
beginning to end, in the plain and simple method I've 
related - 

In the second year, in which my uncle Tohj took 
Lkge and Ruremcnd^ he thought he might afford the 
Expence of four handsome draw-bridges, of two of 
which I have given an exact description in the former 
part of my work. 

At the latter end of the same year he added a couple 
of gates with pDrtcuJlises : Tliese last were con- 
verted aflerwEtrd& into orgues, as the better thing ; and 
during the winter of the same year, my uncle Ti^y^ 
instead of a new suit of clothes, which he alwaya had 
at Chrhtmaj, treated himself with a handfiome sentry- 
box, to stand at the comer of the bowling-green, 
betwixt which point and the foot of the glacis, 
there was left a little kind of an esplanade for him 
and the cnrporal to confer and hold councils of war 
upon. 

^The septry-box was in case of rain. 

All these were painted white three times over the 
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ensuiog spring, -which enabled my ludc Tohy to lake 
the field with great aplendour. 

My father would often say to ToricJt, that if any 
morta! in the whole utiirerse had done such a thing, 
except his brother Toby^ it would havt been Wked 
upon by the world ad one of the most rcfified satires 
upon the parade and praccing manDer in which Z,«yw 
XIV. from the beginniLg of the war, but particularly 

that very year, had Cakeo the field But 'tia not my 

brother Tely^s nature, kind soul ! my father would add, 
to ineult any odc, 

But let U5 go otu 



CDapltr rj:iiv 

I MUST obBcrre, that alchoagh in the first year's 
campajgOj the word foiuii is often mentioned, — ■ 
yet thtre waa no town at that time within the 
poIygoTj ; that addition was not made tJU the summer 
following the spring in which the bridgea and sentry- 
box were painted, which was the third year of my 
uncle T^hy's campaigns, — when upon his taking Amherg, 
jBonti, and Rhlnfierg^ and Huy and Limbcvrgt one after 
another, a thought came into the corporal's head, that 
to talk of taking ao many towns, votthmt me roWN to 
sheiu for it, — was a very nonsensical way of going 10 
work, and so proposed to my uncle Toij, that they 
should have a little model of a town built for them, — 
to be run up together of slit deals, and theu painted^ 
and clapped within the interior polygon to serve for all. 
My uncle Tsby felt the good of the project mstandy, 
and instantly agreed to it, bwt with the addition of two 
flineular iraprovementB, of which he waa almost as proud 
as if he had been the original inventor of the project itself. 
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The one was, to have the town built exactly in 
the style of these of which it was most hkdy to be 

the representative :^ with grated windows, and the 

gable ends of the houses, faciog the atrccta, &c. &c. — 
as those in Ghent antt Sruges, anil the rest of the towns 
in Brabaiti and FUnden, 

The other waa, not to have the houses, run up 
together, as the corporal proposed, but to have every 
bouse SDdependent, to hook on, or off, so as to form 
into the p3an of whatever town they pleased. Tbia 
was pat directly Into hand, and many and many a look 
of mutual con|ratulatLon wa& exchanged between ray 
UTicIe Toly and the corporal, as the carptrnter did the 
wcrL 

It answered prodigioualy the next summer 

the town waa a perfect Proteus It was LaaJeti, and 

Trereiach, and Santvliet^ atid Drujmt and HagcnaUt — 
and then it was Ojtend and Menia, and ^ati and 
DeaJermoiuI. 

Surely never did any town act SO many parts, 

since Sodom and Gomorahi as my uncle Teby't towo did< 

In the fourth year, ray tincle Toby thinking a town 
looked foolishly without a church, added a very fine 

one with a steeple. Trim was (or having bells in 

it J my uncle Toby flaid, the metal had better be 

cast into cannon. 

This led the way the next campaign for half a 
dozen braas field-pieces, to be phnted three and three 
on each side of my uncle Tohy*s sentry-box ; and in a 
short time, these led the way for a train of somewhat 
larger^' — ^nd bo on — faa rrust alWi^ya be the case Ed 
hobby- horsical affairs) from pieces of half an inch bore, 
till it came at last to my father's jack boots. 

The nest year^ which was that in which L'ule was 
besieged, and at the close of which both Ghmt and 
Brugej fell into our hands^ — ray uncle Toby waa sadly 
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Say proper 



put ta it for proper amraunmon ; — 

aramuniiiciQ because his great ardllery wojld nm 

bear powder ; and 'twas welj for the Shandy family 

they would not -For so full wore the papers, from 

the beginTiing to the end of the siege, of the inceasam 

firings kept up by the besiegers,- -and ao heated was 

my uncle Tuhfi tmagioatjoci with die accounts of them, 
that he had iafaUibly shot away all his estate. 

Sdmething therefore was wanting as a iucccdaneum, 
especially in one or two of the more violent paroKysms 
of the siege, to keep up something like a coniinmf ^ing 
in the ima^nationj— =— and this semtthlng^ the corporal, 
whose priccipal sueogth lay in inveatiorir aupplicd by 
ar. entire new aysteni of battering of his awn, — Without 
which, thia had been objected to by military criticHT, to 
the end of the world, ais one of the great dcjtdcrafa of 
my uncle ToLy't apparatus. J 

This will no: be explained the worse, for setting off, w^ 
as I generally do, at a little distance from the subject. 



WITH two or three other triokets, small in 
themselves, but of great regard, which poor 
Tom, the corporara unfortanate brother, had 
Bent him o?er, with the sccount of hie marriage with 

the Jew't widow— there was 

A Moniero'C^p and two Turkish tobacco-ptpes. 

The Mon:ero-cs.'p I shall describe by and bye. 

The Turkhb tobacco-pipes had nothing particdar in 
thetn, they were fitted up and ornamented as usual, with 
flexible tubes of Morocco leather and gold wire, and 
mounted at their ends, the one of tht-m with ivoryj 
— the other with bkck ebony, tippM with silver. 
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My father, who saw all thioga in lights^ difFerent 
from the rest of the worJd, would say to the corporal, 
that he ought CO look upon these two presents nigre as 

tokenB of his brother'a nicety, than hia affection. 

Tom did not care, Trfui, he would aay^ to put on the 

Cap, or to Brooke in the tobacco-pipe of a Jfui. 

God blesa your honour, the corporal would say, 
(giving a Btrong reasoo to the contrary) — how can 
that be? 

The Moatero-cap was. BcarJet, of a superfine Spanish 
cloth, dyed io gram, and mounted all round with fur, 
except about four inches ia the front^ which waa faced 
with a light blue, slightly embroidered, — and seemed to 
have been the property of a Fortuguue quartermaster, 
not of foot, but of horse, ss the word denotee* 

The corporal was not a tittle proud of it, as weli for 
its own sake, aa the sake of the giver, ho aeldom or 
never put it on hut upOu QALA-daya ; and yet never 
was a. Montcro^cap put to so many uses ; for in all 
controverted points, whether military or culinary, pro- 
Tided the corporal was sure he was in the right, — it 
wa3 either his oaih^ — his wager,— oi Mi^gjft, 

— — 'Twas his gift in the present case. 

I'll be bound, said the corporal, speaking to himself, 
to ghoe away my Montero-cap to the Erst beggar who 
comes to the door, if I do not manage this matter to 
his honour's satisfaction. 

The completion was do further off, than the very 
next morning ; which was that of the storm of the 
counterscarp betwixt the Loioer Deule^ to the right, 
and the gate St j^ndrcw, — and on the left, between St 
Magdaim'j and the riter. 

As this was the most memorable attack in the whole 
war,— the most gallant and obstinate on both aidefl, — 
and I must add the most bloody too, for it cose the 
allies themselves th:it moraing above elcTcn hundred 
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men, — my imde Tffy jmmA im^mM tar k vkb 

more tbao prdtsarT "* 

The ETC nhich n 

bed, he ordered htG ttmA 

out for many yesn is A* 

trunk, vhich E^ood bj kii b^^Ai^ «b W trfMB*««^A(2 

laid upon Che lid of itf nadj far ifcr ■^■in^^— wKl 

the very £nt tidng he <&1 m ^ alHri* wfaoB hr fatf 

stepped ou£ of bed, my nocfe TaSy, a/her he haA Mnirf 

the rough side omnndn^ — pat it oa : Tbm ilt«r, 

he procnded DPKt to hk Iwecbea, xml kicnif iMMUiood 
the wainband, he fortbwicti backled oa his word4wii« 
acd had got hi* cword tnlf way m,i — vIkh he c<i&- 
sidered he should vhk duving, and that it would be 
▼ery iaconremoit docog it with bi« sword on» — *o took 

it off: In asayiDg lo pat on bis regira«?nul co^ 

and waisttioat, my ancle Toirf fouod the same obj«ctK<i 
in liis wig,— «o that wmt off coo : — -So that what wrtiii 
one tbiog and vhat wJtb aootlier, a» »l**y* ™* 

wbn a nuD u ia the looa ha*«, ^'twsw irt <r<'- 

vblch wu half aa hour luer tban bi« owal tiBe> 
my imclc Tafy talfied oat. 
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nor can any combloatioQ of sll ihac is grotesque 
whimsical in her works produce its equal. 
The corporal- 



aod 



-Ttead lighdy on his ashes, ye men of genius, 
for he was your kinsmsn; 

Weed hia grave clean, ye ihcd of goodnee^, — for he 
was your brother. — Oh corporal ! had I thee, buC 
now, — now, that I am able to give thee a dinner and 
protection, — how would I cherish thee 1 thou ahould'st 
wear tliy Mantero-cap every hoiu: of the day, and 
every day of the weekj-^nd when it was woin out, 1 

would purchase thee a couple 3ike it : But alas ! 

aias I aka ! now that I can do this lo Bpiie of their 
reverences^the oscasion is lost — for thou art gone ; — 
thy genius fled up to the stars from whence it carae ; 
— and that warm heart of thine, with ail Its generous 
amd Open ve&nels, compressed into 2 dad of the ^aiky ! 

But what what is this, to that future and 

dreaded page, where I look towards the velvet pall, 
decorated with the miJitary cfisigns of thy master^ — the 
iirsc — the foremost of created beings ; — — where, I 
ehall see thccj, faithfiil servant ! laying his sword and 
scabbard with a tiembiing hand across his coffin, and 
then returning pale as ashea to the door, to lake his 
mourning horse by the bridle, to follow his hearse, iis 

he directed thee ; where — all my father's systems 

shall be h^Med by his sorrows; and, in epite of his 
philDsophy, I shall behold him, as he inspects the 
lackered pbte, twice taking his epectaclea from off his 
nosej, to wipe away the dew which nature has shed 

upon them ^When I see htm cast in the rosemary 

with aa air of disc onsola don* which cries throcgh my 

cars, O Toly ! in what corner of the world shall 

I seek thy fellow ? 

. -Gracious powers ! which erst have opened the 

Kp& of the dumb to his distress, and made the tongue 




OF TaiSTEAM SHANDY. 23 

of the stammerer speak plaio when I shall arrive 

at ihia dreaded page, deal not with me, then, with a. 
Btinted hand. 



THE corporal* who the night before had resolved 
in htH mind to supply the grand desideraiam, of 
keeping up something like an incessant firing 
upon the enemy during the heat of the attack, — had no 
further ide^ in hia fancy sx. that time, than a con- 
trivance of sraoliing tobacco against the town, out of 
one of my uode Tohy's six field-pieces, which were 
pkntcd on rach Eide of his Ecntry-box ^ the means of 
effecdng which occurriDg to hia fancy at the same time, 
though he had pledged hia Cap, he thought it id no 
danger from the miscarriage of hia projects. 

Upon turning it this way, and that, a little in his 
midd, he soon began to iind out, that by means of his 
two Tarkifh totiacco-pipes, with the supplement of 
three araaller tubes of wash-leather at each of their 
lower ends, to be tagg'd by the same number of dti- 
pipes fitted to the touch-holes, and sealed with clay 
next the cannon, and then tied hermettcaJly with 
wa.xed silk at their several insertions into the Morocco 
tube, — he &hould be able to fire the six fieM-pJecea all 
together, and ifcith the same ease as to fire one-- 



-Let DO man sa.y from what taggs and jagga 
hints may not be cut out for the advancement of Kurnan 
knowledge. Let 00 man, who has read my father^a 
first and second bedt sf juttsce, ever rise up and say 
again, from collision of whnt kinds of bodies light may 
or may not be struck out, to carry the arts and sciences 

up to perfection. Heaven J thou knowest how I 

..love them j thou knowest the secrets of my heart. 
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and thit I would this momem give my shirt Thou 

art 3 foo], Shandy, Aays Eugenius^ icr rhou hiat but a 

dozen in the world, — and 'twill break thy Bet, 

No mutter for that, Eugfnius ; I would give the 
shift off my back to be burned into tinder, were it only 
to satisfy one feverish eDi^uirer, how maay sparks at 
one good stroke^ a good fliut and Gteel could Etrike into 

the tail of it. Think ye not that ID mikiug the&e iiit 

— he might, peradventure, strike something out P as 
sure 3:5 a gun. 



-But this project, by Uie bye- 



T- rj' ^ — J 

The corporal sat up the best part of the night, in 
bnoging his to perfection ; and having made a sufficient 
proof of his CisnnoD, with charging them to the top 
with tobacco, — he went with conteatrnent to bed. 



Cfcaptec TT.y\iU 

THE corporal had slipped out about ten minutea 
before my uacle To&y, in order to lix hi» 
apparatus, aod just give the enemy a ihot or 
two before ray uncle ToAy came. 

He had drawn the six field-piecea for this end, all 
close up together in front of ray iiocle Toby's aeatry- 
box, leaving only an interval of about a yard and a half 
betwixt the three, on the right and left, for the con- 
venience of charging^ &c* — and the sake possibly of 
two batteries, which he might think double the hdnour 
of one. 

Id the rcsr and facing this opening, with hia back to 
the door of the sentry-box, for fear of being flanked, 

had the corporal wisely taken his post: He held 

the ivory pipe, appertsinlng to the battery on the right, 
betwixt the dinger and thumb of hia right hand,' — and 
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th« ebony pipe tippM with silver, which appert2inecl 
to the battery od the Icit, betwixt the lingtrr and thumb 

of the other^ and with his right knee Bxed firm 

upon the ground, as if in the front rank of his platoon, 
waa the corporal, with his MoDtrro-cap upoa hia head, 
furiously pla\ing ofF hia two crosa batteries at the Bamf 
time against the counter- guard, which faced the countcr- 
ftcarp, where the attack was to be made that morning. 
Hia firet intention, aa I said, waa no more than giving 
the enemy a filagle putf or two f — but the pleasure of the 
I /*J^. *" ■well as the pu^n^, had insensibly got hold of 
I the corporal* and drawn hiio on from puff to puiF, into 
I the very height of the attack, by the rime my uncle 
I Tol^ joined him. 

I 'Twas well for my fither, that my uncle Tohy had 

I not hia will to make that day. 

MY uncle To^ look the ivory pipe out of the 
corporal's hand, — 'looked at it for half a 
minute, and returned it. 
Id less than two raitiJteo, my uncle Toby took the 
pipe from tlie corporal again, and raised it half way 

to his mouth then hastily gave it back a second 

time> 

The corporal redoubled the attack,- my uncle 

Tbiy smiled, then looked grave, then smiled for 

a moment, then looked aerioua for a long time j 

■ Give me hold of the ivory pipe, Tr'imj said my 

uncle Toby ray uncle Tohy put it to his lijis,- ■ 

drew it back directly, gave at peep over the horn- 
beam hedge ; — '--never did my uncle Tohy'j mouth 
water to much for a pipe in hia life. My uncle 
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To6y retired into the sentry-box with the pipe id hia 

hand. 

Dear uncle Toby .' don't go into tlie sentry-box 

with the pi]je, — there's do trustipg a man's self with 
such a thing ici such a comer. 



I BEG the reader will assist me here, to wheel off 
my uncle Tohyj ordnn.nce behind the scenes, 

to remove his sentry-box, and clear the theatre, if 
posiiihky of horn-worka and half moons, and get the rest 

of his military apparatus out of the way ; that done, 

my dear friend Gurnci, we'll snuff the candiea bright, 
— sweep the stage with a new broom, — draw up the 
curtain, and eJthibit ray uncle Toly dressed in a new 
character, throughout which the world can have no 
idea how he will act ; and yet, if p;ty be .a-kin to love, 
— and bravery no alien to it, you have seen enough of 
my uacle ToSy in these, to trace these family likenesseSj 
betwixt the two passions (in Case there i& one) to your 
heart's content. 

Vaia ecicnce ! thou assistest us in no case of this 
lupid — ^and thou puzzleat ua in e^ery one. 

There was. Madam, in my uncle Toly^ a singlene&s 
of hean which misled him so far out of the litde 
icrpentine tracks in which things ot this nature usually 
go om you can— you can have no conception of it; 
with this, there was a plainness and aimplictty of 
thinking, with such an unmi'Struating ignorance of the 

plieB and foldings of the heart of woman ; and bo 

nxked and defenceless did he stand before you, (when 
a stege wa& out of hia head,) th^t you might have atood 
behind ^ny one of your serpentine walks, and shot my 
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luide To&y ten times io a day, through his liver, if nine 
timea in s. day, Mav^aitl, had not BCfVed youf purpOac* 

With all this, Madam, — and what coofoiindlcd every 
ThiDg as much od the otber hand, my uncle Toiy had 
that unparalleled modeety of nature I onCc Cold you of, 
and which, by the bye, stocxl eternal sentry upon his 

feeliDgs, that you might as sood But wh^re am I 

going' these reflectioniS Crowd in upon me ten pages at 
least too EOOQ;^ and take up that time, which I ought to 
bestow upon facts. 



k 



^liapter j:%%. 



OF the few legitimate sons of jfjam whose breasts 
never felt what the sting of love was, — [maiTi- 
taicing nrat, all myBogymata to be baatards)^ 
ihe greatest heroes of ancient and modern Btory have 
carried off amongst them nine parts in ten of the honour ; 
and I wish for their sakes I had the key of my study, 
out of my draw-well, only for five minutes, to tell yen 
their nameB — recollect them I cannot — so be content to 

accept of these, fpr the present, in their stead. 

There was the great king jUdroiyisncius, and Bos- 
phoruj, and Cappaiiociai, and Dardanut, and Pontiu, 

and Anus, to eay nothing of the iroD-hearted 

CharUi Uie Xllth, whom the CounEcBa of K**"* her- 

' self could make nothing of. There was BubylonkaSf 

and Mediterrauirus, and Polixmes^ and Penicuty and 
Pniskutf not one of whom [except Capimdaeiat and 
Poiiluit who were both a little suspected) ever once 

bowed down his breast to the goddess The truth 

U, they had all of them something else to do — and so 

had niy uncle Toiry — till Fate — till Fate I aay, enrying 

.bis Dame the glory of being banded down to posterity 
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•with Alirovandus^ s and the rest, — ahc basely patched 
up the peace of Utrech!. 

Believe me, Sirs, 'twas the worst deed she did 

that year. 



AMONGST the many ill consecjucnceB of the treaty 
£^ of Utrecbt, it was within a point of ^viog my 
uncle Tohy a surfeit of sieges j and though he 
recoTcrcd his appetite afterwards, yet Cahtt itself left 
not a deeper 8car in Marfs heart, thiiii Utrecht upon my 
uncle Toby'i. To the end of isis life he never could 
heai' Utrecht mentioned upon any account whatever, — 
Or BO much as read ao article of pews extracted out of 
the Utrecht GaoLetts, without fetching a sigh, aa if his 
heart vould break in twain. 

My father, who waa a great motive- monger j and 
consequently a very dangerouB person for a man So sit 
by, either laughing or crying, — for he generally knew 
your motive for doing both, much better than yau knew 
it yourself—would always console my uncle Tody upon 
these occasions, in a way, which shewed plainly, he 
imagined my uncle Tsliy grieved for nothing in the 

whole aSair, so much aa the loss of his hobby-horse. 

Never mind, brother Toby, he would say, — by God's 
blessing wc shall have another war break out again aome 
of these days ; and when it does, — the beiligerent 
powerB, if they would hang thcniBelves, cannot keep uh 

out of play. 1 defy *em, my dear Taby^ he would 

add, to take countries without taking towns, oc 

towns without Bieges. 

My uncle Tchy never took this back-stroke of my 

father's at his hobby-horse kindly. He thought the 

stroke ungenerous j and the more so, because in striking 
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the hor«e he hit the rider too, and io the most dis- 
hoDOu.ra.bIe part a blow could fall ; so that upon these 
occasions, he always laid down his pipe upOD the table 
with more fire to defend himself thsQ common. 

I told the reader ;^ this drue two years, that my aocle 
Toi>y was not eloquent ; and in the very same page gave 

an instance to the contrary ; 1 repeat the observa- 

lion, and a fact which contradicts it again. — He was 
not eloquent, — it waa not easy to my uncle To&y to 
make long harangues, — ^aod he hated florid ones; but 
there were occasions wliere the stream overflowed the 
man, and ran so counter to its usual course, that in 
soine parts my uncle Tolj, for a time, was at least 

equal to Tertuilus but in Others, in lUy own opioioO) 

infinitely abope him. 

My father wais so highly pleased with one of thc^e 
apologetical OralJoiiB of my uncIe Toiy'fi which he bad 
delivered one evening before him and Torici, that hs 
wrote it down before he went to bed. 

I have had the good fortune to meet with it amongst 
my father's papers, with here and there an ioaerdon of 
his own, betwiKt two cioolu, thus [^ ^s ^^^ '^ 

endorsed^ 

MV BROTHER TOBY's JUSTIFICATION OF HIS OWN 
PRIKCIFLES AND COMDUCT lH WISHING TO 
CONTINUE THE WAR, 

I may safely say, I have read over this apologedcal 
oratioa of my uncle Tohy'j a hundred times, and think 
it HO fine a. model of defence, — and shews SO aWeet 3 
tempeT2.ment of gallantry and good principles in him, 
that I give it the world, word for word (interlineations 
and ain, a.a I find iL 
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C-iiapttr xffiu 

MV UNCLE toby's APOLOGETICAL ORATION. 

AM not iiiBeosibie, brothw Shattfly^ that when a 
man whose profeysion is arms, wishes, as I hare 
doncit for war,- — it has an ill aspect to the world j 

-and that, how ji^t and right soever his motives 



and intentians may be, — he stands in an uneasy postiue 
i.D viudicatLcig himaelf from private views io duLng it. 

For thiB cause, if a aoldier is 3 prudent maci, which 
he may be without b^ing. a jot the less brijiTe, he will 
be sure not to utter his wish id the heariog of sn 
enemy ; for &<iy what he will, aa enemy wlill nOt 

believe him. He will be C4UtioLs of doing it even 

to ai friend,— lest he may euffer la his esteem : But 

if his iieart is overcharged, and a secret sigh for arms 
must have its veat, he will reserve it for the ear of a 
brother, who knows bis character to the bottom, and 
what his true nottons, dispositions, and principles of 
houqmf are ; Wljat, I hope^ I have been in all theae, 
brother Shandy, would be unbecoming in me to say : 

much worse, I know, have 1 been than I ought, — 

aod SQinething worse, perhaps, chao I think; But SUch 
as I am, you, my dear brother Shandy, who have 
Bucked the same breaata with me, — and with whom 
I have been brought up from my cradle, — and from 
whose knowledge, from the first hours of our boyish 
pastimes, down to thia^ I have concealed no one action 

of my life, and scarce a thought in it Such aa I amj, 

brother, you must by this time know me, with all my 
vices, and with all my weaknesses too, whether of my 
age, my temper, my passions, or my understanding* 

Tell me theuj my dear brother Siani!y, upon which 
of them it is, that when I condemned the peace of 
Uirecktf and grieved the wgr was cot carried on with 
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vigour a liitlc longer, you should think, your brocher 
did it upon unworthy newa j or that in wishing for 
war, he should be bad enough to wish more of his 
fellottr-creaturcB slain, — -more slaveB made, and more 
familiea driven from their peaceful Jubitatians, merely 

for his own pleasure : ^Tell me, brother S&anJy, 

upon what one deed of mine da you ground it ? [^Tie 
devU a deed ds I knaw of^ dear Toby, bul one for a 
hundred poundsj ivhlrh I lent thet to carry on lh:ie curad 

If, when I was a school-boy, I could not hear a 
dnim beat, but my hean beat with it— was it ray 

iautt ? Did I plant the propensity there ? Did 

I sound the alarm within, or Nature I 

When Gny, Earl of IVartuicif and Paritmus and 
Pariimenutj and Valtntlne and Orson, and the Seven 
Cbampimt vf England, were handed around the school, 
. — were they oot all purchased wit]i my own pocket- 
money ? Was that selfish, brother Shandy ? When we 
read over the siege of Troy, which lusted ten yeara and 

eight months, though with, such a train of artillery 

as we had at Namur, the town might have been carried 
in a week^was I not as much concerned for the 
destruction of the Grctkt and Trojant as any boy of 
the whoJe school ^ Had I not three strokes of a ferula 
given me, two on my right hand, and one on my left, 
for calling Helena a bitch for it ? Did any one of you 
shed more tears for Hector ? And when king Priam 
came to the camp to beg his body, and returned weeping 
back to Troy without it, — you know, brother, I could 
Dot cat my dinner. 

Did that bespeak me cruel ? Or because, 

brother Shandy, my blood fiew out into tlie cnmp, and 
my heart panted for war, — was it a proof It could not 
ache for tJie distresses of war too ? 

O brother ! 'tis one thing for a soldier to gather 
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laurels, — and 'tia another to scatter cypress. [^IVha 

told ihee, my dear Toby, that eypreii luai used by the 
atiwitt on mournful occasions ?~\ 

'TU oae thing, brother Shandy, for a soldier to 

hazard his own life — to leap first down icto the Crench, 

where he is sure to be cut in pieces : 'Tia one 

thing, from public spirit and a thirst of glory, to enter 
the broach tlie first jni^n, — To Stand in the foremost 
rankj, and march bravely on with drums and trumpets, 

and coloura flying about his ears : 'Tis one thing, I 

Bay, brother Shandy^ to do this, — and 'tis another thing 
to reflect on the miseries of war i — to view the deeola- 
tioDB of wh'Ole countries, and consider the intolerable 
fatigues and hardships which the soldier himself, the 
instru merit who works them, h forced (for sixpence a 
day, if he cati get it) to undergo. 

Need I be told, dear 7'orici, as I was by you» in 
£.e FfVer's fiineral sermon, Tirai so soft and gmlle a 
creature, bom to Icfoe, to mercy, and kindness,, as man is^ 

ivat not shaped fur this ? ^But why did you not add, 

Torlcit — if cot by NiTUJiE — that he is so bysECESsrrY ? 

• For what is war ? what is tt, foricij when fought 

as ours has been, upon principles of hheriyy and upon 
principles of honour what is itj but the getting to- 
gether of quiet and harmless ppople, with their swOlds 
in their hands, to keep the ambitiouB and the turbulent 
within bounds? And heaven is my witness, brother 
Shattdy^ that the pleasure I have taken in these things, 
— and that infinite delight, En particular, which has 
attended my sieges in my bowling-green, has arose 
within me, and I hope in the corporal too, from the 
consciuuSDeas wt both had, that in carrying them on, 
we were answering the great ends of our creation. 
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I TOLD the ChristiaQ reader 1 say Christian 
hoping he ia one and if he is not, I 

am Borry for it and only beg he will conBider 

the matter with hiaiselfj and not lay the blame entirely 

upon this bpuk. 

I told him, Sir for in good truth, when a man 

IB telling a story in the Btrarge wsy I do mine, he is 
obliged continually to be goiog backwards and fdrwards 

to keep all tight together in the reader's fancy 

whichj for my owa part, Lf I did not take heed en 
do more than at first, there ia so much unfixed and 
eqiuiTOcal matter stardng up, widi so many breaks and 
gaps in it, — aad so litde ^crv^ice do the stars a^ord, 
which, QevertheleHa, I haDg tip in Some of the darkeet 
passages, knowing that the world is apt to lose ita way, 
with all the lights the &un itaclf at noon-day can give it 
-'^nd now you see, I am lo&t myself!- 



-But 'tifl ray father's fault j and whenever ray 
braina come to be diaaegted, you will perceive, without 
spectacles, ^lat he has left a large uneven thread, ae 
you eonietimes see m an unsaJeable piece of cambrick, 
runnipg aloag the whole length of the web, and so un- 
towardly, you cannot ao much as cut out a * *, (here 

I bang up a couple of lights again) or a fillet, or a 

thumb-stall, but it ia seen or felt. . 

Quanta id diUgsntius in UBerit procreandh cavendum, 
layeth Cardan. All which being considered, and that 
vou See 'tis raoraEly impracticable for mc to wiod this 
round to where I set out 

I begin the chapter over again. 
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I TOLD the Chrietiap reader in the beginning of 
the chapter which preceded my uncle Toby's 
apalogctical oration, — though in a different trope 
from what I should make use of now, That the peace 
of Utnchi was within an ace of creating the same 
ahyneaa betwixt my uncle Toby and his hobby-horse, 
as i: did betwixt the queen and the rest of the con- 
federating powers. 

There is an indigna.nt way in which a man aomc- 
times dismounts his horse, which as good aa sa^ya to 
him, ^* I'll go afoot, Sir, all the day& of my life, before 
I woiild ride a fiingle mile upon your back again." 
Now my yncle Toiy could not be eaid to dismount his 
horse in this manner; for in Btrictness of language, he 

could not be said to dismount his horae at all his 

horse r;ither flung him' lacd eomewhat viciously, 

which made my uncle Tohy take it ten timea more 
unkindly. Let this matter be settled by state-jockiea 

as they like. It created, I say, a sort of shyness 

betwixt my uncle Toby and his hobby-horse. He 

had DO occaeion for him from the month of March to 
Ncvemher^ which was the summer after the articles 
were signed, except it w.s9 now and then to take a «hort 
ride out, just to see that the fortifi cation B and harbour 
o£ Dunk'iri were demolished, according to stipulation. 

The French were so backwards all that summer in 
setting about that affair, and Monsieur Tu^hr, the 
Deputy from the magistrates of Dunkirk, presented so 
many affecting petitions to the queen, — beseeching her 
majesty to cause only her thunder-boltB to fall upon 
the martia! works, which might have incurred her 
displeasure, — but to spare — to spare the mole, for the 
mole's Bake ; which, is its naked situationj could be no 
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iiiore than an object of pity -nnd the queen (who 

was but a woman) being of a pitiful dispositioD, — and 
ber ministers alao, they not wishing ia tbeir hearta to 
have the town difiinantled, for these private reasons, ■ 



* * * ; so that the whole went heavily on 
with my uncle Toby : icsomiich, that it was not within 
three full months, after he and the corporal had con- 
structed the tawa, and put it ia a conditioa to be 
destroyed, that the several commaadants, commissaries, 
deputies^ negociators, and iateadants, would pcnnit him 

to aet about it. Fatal interval ofinactivicy ! 

The Corporal was for beginoiug the demolition, by 
making a breach in the ramparts, or main fortificationa 

of the town No, — that will never do, corporal, 

said my uncle Toly, for in going that way to work with 
the towD, the Englub garrison will not be safe in it an 

hour; because if the French are treacherous They 

sje aa treacherous as devils, an' pleaae your honour, 

said the corporal It gives me concern always when 

I hear it, 7Vifli, said my uncle Toty^ — for they don't 
want personal bravery ; and if a breach \& made in the 
ramparta, they may enter it, and make themselves 

masters of the place when they please: Let tlieni 

enter it, said the corporal, lifting up his pioneer's epade 
in both his hands, as if he was going to lay about him 
with it, — let them enter, an' please your honour^ if they 

dare. In cases like this, corporal, said my uncle 

Toby, slipping his right hand down to the middle of 
his Cane, aad holding it afterwards iTuncheon-wise 
with his fore-finger extended,— -—'tis no part of the 
consideration of a commandant, what the enemy dare, 
—or what they dare not do; he must act with 
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blisters, as imagining that half a dozen of 'em at oticc, 
would draw a man 29 Gurely to his grave, as a herse 
and fiix — rashly concluded, that the Devil himnelf 
waa DOttiing in the world, but one gre^t bouncing 

I have nothiflg to say 10 people who allow them- 
selres this monstrous liberty in arguing, but what 
Naxianzen cried out (^t&at itf pslcmcally) to Ph$!a- 
griui 

"'Eyy*! " rare f *ds Jine rgoiomng. Sir, indiid I 
— '* fr; t^ikasin^vi h Jladnsi " — and moil mhly do you 
aim at truth, whm you phihsf^hi^ie shut it in yovr 
maodt and patjiims. 

Nor ia it to be imagined, for the aanie reason, I 

ehoiild stop to inquire, whether love 18 3 disease, 

or embroil myself with Rharn and Diojcoridej, whether 
the seat of it is in the brain or liver j — because this 
would lead me OP, to an examiniition of the two very 
opposite manners, in which patienrs have been treated 

^the one, of Aalius, \«lio always brgun with a 

cooling dyater of hcmpsflcd and bruised cucumberB ; — 
and followed on with tlilo potations of watcr-Iillica and 
pursiaoe — to which he added a pinch of BnnfF, of the 
herb Hama j — and where jialius durst venture it,— 
hia topaz-ring. 

The otherj that of Gordontui, whn ^in hig cap.. 

15. de jimore) directs they should be thrashed, "df/ 
putoran usque" till they stink again. 

These are disqussltiona, which my father, whq had 
laid in a great stock of knowledge of this kind, will be 
very busy with in the progress of my uncle Tcby* s aSairs : 
T must anticipate thus much, That from his theoriM of 
love, (with which, by the way, he contrived to crucify 
my uncle Tshy'i mdnd, aJmoat as much aa his amours 
themselves )-— he took a single &tep tnto practice ; — and 
by means of a camphorated cerecloth, which he found 
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means to impose upon the taylor for buckram, whilst 
he was making my uncle Toiy a new pair of breechee, 
he produced Gurdacitu's effect upon my uncle Toiy 
without the diagrace^ 

What changes this produced, will be rend in ita 
proper place: all that is needfiil to be added to the 
anecdote, is this - ^ That whatever efFect it had upon 
royuQcle Tohy,-^ — it had a vile effect upon the house; 

and if my uncle To&y had no: araoaked it down as 

he didt it might hare had a vile effnic upon my father 
too. 



''TpWlLIj come out of itself by and bye. 

I All I contend for iSf that I am not obliged 
to set out with a defiflition of what love is ; 
and BO long 3.9 I can g^ on with my story intelligibly, 
with the help of the word itself, without any other idea 
to it, than what I have in common with the rest of the 
world, why should I differ from it a moment before 

the time ? When I can get on no Further, -and 

ftnd myself eatangl'cd on all sides of thts myotic labyrinth, ^ 
— my Opinion will ihen come in, in couraCf — and lead 1/ 
me out. 

At present, I hope I shall be sul?iciently understood, 
in telling the reader, my uncle Tobjfd! in lovf ! 

— Not that the phrase is at all lo my liking : for to 
say a man is fallm In love, — or that he is deeply m 
love, — or up to the ears in lovej^ — and sometimes even 
&ver head and earj in it, — carries an idiomatical kind of 
implication, that love is a thing ^do-w a man : — this is 
recurring a^ain to Plato'i opinion, which, with all his 
divinityshipi — I hold to be damnable and heireticdl .e^ 
i^nd so much for that. 
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Let love therefore be what it will, — my uncle To&f 
fell into it. 

-And possibly, gentle reader, with such a tempta- 



tion — so wouldst thou : For never did thy eyes behold, 
or thy concupiscence covet any thing in thu world, more 
concupiscible than widow IVadnum. 



TO conceive this right,— call for pen and ink— 
here's paper ready to your hand. Sit down. 

Sir, paint her to your own mind as like 

your mistress as you can as unlike your wife as 

your conscience will let you — 'tis all one to m e ' ■ 
please but your own fancy in it. 
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.Was ever any thing in Nature so sweet ! — • 

so exquisite ! 

Then, dear Sir, how could my uncle Toiy 

rpfiist it ? 

Thrice happy book ! thou wilt have one page, at least, 
within thy covers, which Malice will not blacken, and 
which Ignorance cannot mierepresent. 



AS Susannah was inforitied by an expreea from Mrs 
Bridget, of my uncle Tobfs falling in lore with 
her mistress fifteen days before it happened, — 
the contents of which express, Susannah communicated 
to my mother the next day, — it has just given me an 
opportupity of entering upon my uncle Toby's araoura 
a fortnight before their existence. 

I have an article of news to tcU you, Mr Shandy, 
quoth my mother, which will surprise you greatly. ■ 

Now my father was then holding one of his Bccond. 
beds of jufltice, and was raufiipg within himself about 
the hardships of matrimony, aa my mother broke 
silence. 

*^ ' -My brother Tc^y^ quoth flhe, ie going to be 
married to Mrs IVadnsan. 

Then he will never, quoth my father, be able to 

lie diagonaUy in his bed again as lang as he liv^- 

It was a consuming vexation to my father, that ray 
mother never asked the meaning of a thing she did not 
understands, 

'That she is not a woman of Bcience, my father 

would say — is her miBfortune — but she might ask a 
queatioHi— 

My mother never did. In short, she went out of 
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the world at la£t viihoui luioving whether it turord 

rtmiJt or ttood i6U^ My faihcf had ofGcioiulj uM 

her above a ihoDsand times which way it wat, — bul she 
alvap forgoL 

For these reatooi* a dbcourtr ieldouj went on much 
further betwixt them, than a propo«iioo, — a reply, and "^ 
a. rejoioder; at the end of which, it generally took. 
breath ffH" a few nmiute* (aiiaihea&if of ibebreeche*), 
and then wnit on a^ain. 

If he marries, 'twill be the wone jbr lu, — ipioth my 
mother. 

Not a chHTj-Roner laid mj father, — he may ai well 
batter awsy his mcaiii spoil that, ai any thiog rU& 

^To be nuef md my motbo': 10 here efided 

the propofltioii,— <be reply, — and die r^oiodera I toM 
you of. 

It will be Miiie smtnaneaC to Jum, too, tad my 

ialher. 

A ray great one^ i ni Ter a l mj modicr, if Ik idudhl 
iBTc chikiini, 

Lord hzTc mercy epoB me, — Bad my father to 

himself • . rf . • • • 
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I AM now begianing to get fairly into my work ; 
and by the help of a vegetable diet, \nth a few of 
the cold seeds* I make do doubt but I shall be 
able to go on with my uncle Tobys story, and my own, 
in a tolerable strait line. Now, 




Iim T.s. 



These were the four lines I moved in through my 
first, second, third, and fourth volumes.* — In the fifth 

* Alluding to the first edition. 
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Volume I have beep very good, the precise line I 

have deecribed in it being thia : 



A B 



J> 



By which it appears^, tliat except at the carve, marked 
A, where I took a trip to Havarrff — and the indented 
curve B, which is the short airing when I was there 
with the Lady Bauiiure and her pa^c, — I have not 
taken the least frisk of a ttigreesion, till Join de la 
Caiiei devUs led me the round you see marked D. — ■ 
for aa for r f r f £- they are nathicg but parentheses, and 
the common inj and outs incident to the livea of the 
greatest ministers of state ; and when compared with 
what men have done, — or with my own transgress! ona 
at the letters A B D — they Taniah iuto EDthiug, 

In thia last volunie I have^ done better atiJI — ioi 
from the end of L.i Fever's episode, to the beginning 
of my uncle Toliy'i campaigas,^ — I have scarce stepped 
a yard out of my way. 

If I mend at this rate, it is not impassible- by the 

good leave of hia grace o? Bcncvctiio^s devila but 

I may arrive hereafter at the exceUency of going on 
even thus i 



which 13 a line drawn aa straight aa I could draw it, by 
a writing-iraater's. fuler (borrowed for that purpose), 
turning neither to the right hand or to the left. 

Thta right iint^ — the path-way for Christians to 
walk in ! say divines 
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^The emblem of moral rectitude! saysQegre 

^The best line / say cabbage planters is the 

shortest line, says Arcbimedesy which can be drawn from 
one ^ven point to another. ■ 

I wish your ladyships would lay this matter to heart, 
in your next birth-day suits ! 
W hat a journey ! 

Fray can you tell me, — that is, without anger, before 

I write my chapter upon straight lines by what 

mistake ^who told them so or how it has come 

to pass, that your men of wit and genius have all along 
confounded this line, with the line of caAriTATiON ? 



BOOK VII. 



NO 1 think, I said, I would wnte two volumes 
every year^ provided the vile cough which then 
tormented me, and which to this hour I tircRd 
worse than the devil, would but give ine leave — and. 
in another place — (but where, I can't recollect now) 
ipeakJEg of my book as a machitu, and laying my pen 
and ruler down cross-wise upon the table, in order to 
gain the greater credit to it — I swore It should be kept 
a going at that rate these forty years, if it pleased but 
the fountain of life to bleas me so long with health and 
good spirits. 

Now as for my spirits, little have I to ky to their 
charge — nay &o very little (unless the mounting rae 
upon a long stick and plajriag the fool with me nine- 
teen hours out of the twenty-fourj be accusationa) that 
on the contrary, I have much- — much to thank ^em for: 
cheerily have ye made me tread the path of Ufe with 
all the burtheaa of it (except its cares) upon my back; 
in no one moment of ray exiatence, that I remember, 
have ye once deserted me, or tinged the objects which 
came in my way, either with sable, or with a sickly 
green ; in dangers ye gilded my horizon with hope, 
and when Death himaelf knocked at my door — ye 
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bad hitn corae again j and in so gay a tone of carelesa 
inLlilfcrcnce, did ye do it, that he doubted of hia com- 
nijHsion 

'* - — There tiicbE certainly be aome mistake ifl this 
nutter," quoth he. 

Now there is CDthiug in this world I abomioate 

worae, than to be interrupted in a story and I was 

thst moment telling Eugemui a mo^t tawdry one in my 
way, of a nuD who faacied herself a shell-fi&h, and of 
a monk damnM for eating a muaclej and waa shewing 
hira the grounds and jastice of the procedure 

" — Did erer ao grave a personage get into so vUe 
a Bcrape?" qcoth Death* Thou hast had a narrow 
escape, Tr'utram, said Eugenius, taking hold of my 
hand as I finished my story- 

But there is no livings Eugemui^ replied I, at this 
rate ; for as this ton of a 'wiore hae found out my 
lodgings 

— ^You call him rightly, eaid EagaiiaSf — for by eiq, 

we are told, he enter'd the world 1 care not which 

way he enter'd, quoth I, proTided he be not in such a 
hurry to take me out with him — for I have forty volumes 
to write, and forty thousand things to say and do which no 
body in the world will Bay and do for me, except thyself; 
and as thou seeat he has got me by the throat (for Eugsmus 
could scarce hear me speak acro&s the table), and idiat I 
am no match for him in the open field, had I not better, 
whilst these few scatter'd spirits remain, and these two 
spider legs of mine (holding one of them up to him) 
are able to support me — had I not better, Eugm'tas, fly 
for nay life ? 'Tis my advice, my dear Tristram, said 
Eugmiui — Then by heaven 1 I wiJl lead him a dance 

he little thinks of for I will gallop, quoth I, 

without looking once behind me, to the banka of the 
Ganjnne; and if I hear him clattering at my heeU 
I'll scamper away to mouut i^esumus from 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. 



49 



thence to Joppa-, and from Joppa to tiie world's end ; 
where, if he follows me, I pray Gad he may break 
his Deck 

— He ruQS more risk fhere^ said Evgimhs^ than thou. 

Eugmiu/i wit and afFeGtJDn brought blood into the 
cheek from whence it had been some months baoiish'd 

'twaa a vile moment lo bid adieu in ; he led me 

lo my chaise AU&m ! said Ij the postboy gave a 

crack with his whip off" I went like a camion, and 

in half a dozen bounds got into Dover. 



w 



e&aptec «. 



NOW hang it! quoth I, 3ft I look'd towards the 
French coa&t — a man should know 80methin|> 
of his Own country tOO» before he goes abroad 

and I never gave a peep into RochisUr churchy or 

took notice of the dock of Cka/iam, or visited St T'&omar 

at Canier&ury, though they all three laid in my way 

— But mine} indeed^ is a particular case- ' 

So without arguing the nutter funher with Thomat 
o' Beckei, or any one else — I skipM into the boat, and 
in fire mitiDtei we got uiider biI, and Kudded away 
like tlw wind. 

Pray, captain, quoth I, as I waa going down into 
tbc f^nOf is a man never overtakeo by Death in thi< 

Wby^ there ii not time for a man to be nek in it, 

replied he Wh^t s cureed lyar I (or I am nek if a 

b(nie« quoth [, already ^vhat a hraio 1 — =— upiide 

dowD ! hey-day ! the ccUi are broke Iook one 

nto aootber, and the bkndt and the lymph, and the 
uuHJui jdoa^ with the fix'd and vtduUfr nki, an 2II 
jmnbled into ooe maai good G — \ erery thing 
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tMTBi roand in it like a thousand whirlpoals ^IM 

give a shilling to know if I shan^t write the clearer for 
it 

Sick I sicki sick! sick! 

— When shall we get to land ? captain — they have 

hearts like stones O I am deadly sick ! reach 

me that thing, boy- 'tis the most discomfiting 8Jck- 

ncaa 1 wish I waa at the bottom — Madam 1 how 

ii it with you? Undone I uodone! u n O i un- 
done! sir =What the first time? -No, 'tis the 

second, third, sixth, tenth time, air, hey-day ! — 

what a trampliag orer head! — hollo! cabm boy! 
what's the matter ? — 

The wind chopped about ! s^Death ! — then I ahall 
meet him full in the free. 

What luck!' — 'tis chopp'd about again, maater ' 

O the devil chop it 

CapLaiP} quoth she, for heavea'a sakcf let us get 
ashore. 



C'ljaptec iii. 

IT is a grtat inconvemeDce to a man in a hast*, that 
there are three distinct roads between Cala'tt and 
Paris, in behalf of which there is so much to be 
said by the several deputies from the towns which lie 
along them, that half a day i« easily lost in settling 
which yoii'll take. 

Firet, the road by l^hU and Arroi^ which is the 

moat about^ -but most interesticg, aod instructiing. 

The second, that by Amiens, which yoL may gO^ if 

you would see ChaniUfy 

And that by Beawmfy which you may go, if you will. 
For this rcawn a g:ezi many chuoe to go by 
^ettuvait. 
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' O W before 1 quit Calais^* a travel-writer would 
say, " It \?ould not be amiss tO g'Tf^ fiOrae 
account of iL** — Now I think it very much 
amiss — that a man caaoot go quietly through a town 
and let it alone,. wli<cii it docS not meddle wkh him, 
but ttiac he must be turmng about ^nd drawing his pen 
at every keQuel he crossea over, merely o' ray con- 
science for the sake of drawing it ; EjeCause:, if we may 
judge from what has been wrote of these things, by alt 
who have ti/roie and gallop'd — or who hiv^gallop'd and 
ivrote, which is a different way still j Or who, for more 
expedition than the rest, have lurote gailop'mgf which 

is the way 1 do at present from the great jiddisotii 

who did it with his satchel qf achool books hanging at 
hia a — , and galling his blast's crupper at every atrofce 
— there is not a gallopper of us all who might not have 
gone on ambling quietly in his own ground (iji case he 

had any), and have wrote all he had to write, dryshod, 
as weJl aa. not. 

For my own part, aa heaven is my judge, and to 
which I ahall ever make my last appeal — ^1 know no 
more of Calais (except the little my barber told me of 
it as he was whetting his razor), thaji I do thia moment 
of Grand Cairo } for it was dusky in the evening when 
I landed, and dark as pitch in the morning when I set 
out, and yet by merely knowing what is what, and by 
drawing this &om that in one part of the town, and by 
spelling and putting this and that together in another 
— I would lay any travelling odds, that I this moment 
write a chapter upon Calast aa long as my arm ; and 
with so disticct and aadsfactory a detail of every item, 
which is worth a stranger's curiosity in the town — 
that you would take me for the towc-clerk of Calais 
itself — and where, air, would be the wooder I was not 
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DemocriiuT, "who laughed ten tiinca more than I— 
town-clerk of jlbdera? and was not (I forget hig 
rainc) who had more discretion than us bo:h, eowd- 

c]eik of Epheiui ^ it should be pecii'd moreover, 

sir, with so much knowledge and good seme, aod 
truth, and preciaion- 



— Nay- — if you doo't believe me, you inaj read the 
chapter for your pains. 



CA-LAIS] Calathtm^ Calusmm, Caletium. 
This town, if we may trust ita archives, the 
authority of which I s^e no reason to call in 
question in thia place— waa ome do rnore than a gmall 
village belonging to one of the iirBt Counts de Guignei ; 
and as It boasts ^t present of no leaa than fourteen 
thousEiDd inhabitancy, exclusive of four hundred and 
tweniy dlatinct familiea in the haise vilU, or suburba 
— — ^it must have grown up by little and htlle, I 
suppose, to it3 present size. 

Though there are four convents, there is but one 
parochial church in the whole town ; I had not an 
opportunity of taking its exact dimensions, but it is 
pretty easy to make a tolerable conjecture of 'era — 
for as there are fourteen thousand inhabitants in the 
town, if the church holds them all it must be consider- 
ably large — and if it will not — ^tia a very great pity 
they have dot another — it ts built in form of a cross, 
anti d{?dicaced to the Virgin Mary ; the steeple, which 
has a Epire to it, is placed in the middle of the church, 
and stEnda upon four pillars elegant and light enough, 
but aufficicndy strong at the same time — it is decorated 
with eleven altars, most of which are rather line than 
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beautiful. The great altar is a maeterpiece lo its kind \ 
'tis of white marble, and, as I was told, oear sixty feet 
high — had it been much higber, it had beea aa high 
as. mount Calvary itself — therefore) I supposfi It must 
be high enough ed all conscience. 

There waa nothiog struck, rac more than the great 
Sg^are ; tbo' I cannot say ^tia eitlipr well paved or 
well built; but 'tis in the heart of the town, s.nd mont 
of the streets, especially those id that qu^xter, all 
terminate in ct ; could tlieCe have bccu a fuuntam in. all 
Calais^ which it seems there caooot, aa such an object 
would h^ve bceo a great ornament, it ia aot to be 
doubted^ but that the inhabitants would have bad it in 
the very centre of this sqaare, — not that it is properly 
a flquare,^ — ^because 'tis fbity feet longer from east to 
west, than frflni north to south | so that the French 
in general have more reason on their flide in calling 
theia Placet than Squarttj which, strictly speaking, to 
be sure, they are not. 

The town-house secrna to be but a Borry building, 
and flot to be kept in the best repair ; otherwise It had 
beeo a second great ofDametit to this place ; it answers 
however its destination, aod aenrca very well for the 
reception of the magistrates, who assemble in it from 
time to time ; bo chat 'tis presumable, justice is regulajly 
distiibutedi 

I hare hieard much of it, but there is nothing at alt 
curious in the Courgam ; 'ds a distinct quarter of the 
towUf inhabited solely by sailors and lishermen ; it 
consists of A number of amail streets, neatly built and 
mostly of brick ; 'tis extremely populous, but as that 
may be accounted for, from the principles of their diet, 
^— there is nothing cutiquh ia that neither*^^— A 
travcUcr may see it to satisfy himself— he must not 
omit however taking notice of La Tour de Gael:, upon 
any account ; 'tis so called from its particular destiinatLUD^ 
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because in war it serves to discover and give notice of 
the enemies which approach the place, cither by sea or 

land ; but 'tia moostrous high, and catches the eye 

60 continually, yOu caQnOt avOid taking QOtice of it if 
you wonld. 

It was a singular disappoiatmeiit to me, that I could 
not have permiaaipn to take aa eXBCt Survey of Uie 
fortiii cations, which are the strocgeat in the world, and 
which, from first to last, that i:B, from the time they 
were set about by PhUip of Fratuity Count of Bouiogfie, 
to the present war, wherein many repararionB were 
made, haye cost (as I learned afLerwards from an 
engineer in G0j£ony)^-ahove a hundfed milliona of 
Itvres. It is very remarkable, that at the Tete d* 
Gravclmtj, and where the town is naturally the weakeat, 
they have eSpended the most mpuey j bo that the OUt- 
workfl stretch a great way into the caimpaign, and con- 
sequently occupy a large tract of ground — However, 
after all that ia iaid^uA done^ it must be acknowledged 
that Cdaii was Dever upon any accoum so coD£[derable 
from itself, as from its Gituation, and that easy entrance 
which it gave our ancestors, upon all occasionB, into 
Prance: it was not without its incDuvcnieECes alaoj 
being no Jess troublesome to the English in thoae times, 
than Dunkirk has been to us, in ours ; so that it was 
deservedly looked upon as the key to both kin^doms^ 
wliich no doubt is the reason that there have arisen bO 
many contentions who should keep it : of these, the 
siege of Caiait, or rather the blockade (for it was shuc 
up both by land and seaj, was the moat memorable, as 
it withstood the efforts of Edtaard the Third a whole 
year, and was not terminated at laat but by famine and 
extreme misery ; the gallantry of Eustace de Si Pierre^ 
who first offered himself a Tictira for his fellow- citizens, 
has ranked his name with heroes. As it will not take 
up above fifty pages, it would be injustice to tbe reader, 
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Dot to give him a minute account of that romantic trans- 
actiDD, as weU as of the siege itself, b Rapin'i own 
wards; 



B 



UT cowage! geode reader!- 1 scorn it 

'tia enough to have thee id my power 

but to make uae of the advantage 

which the fortune qf the pen has now gained over thee, 

would be too mcch- No ! by that all-powerful 

fire which warms the visiouary braia, and lights the 
gpirits through lonwordly tracts ! ere I would force a 
helpless creature upon this hard Beirice, and make thee 
pay, poor soul ! for fifty pages, which I have no right to 

sell thee, naked as I am, I would browse upon the 

mountaiaB, and craile that the north wind brought me 
neither ray teat or ray supper. 

— So put on, my brave boy 1 and make the best of 
thy way to Boulogne^ 



Ctiaptcr UU* 



BOULOGNE ! 
got together- 



-Bo we are all 



-hah !- 
-debtors and sinnpra before 



heaven; a jolly set of ua — but 1 can't stay 
and quaff it off with you — I'm pursued myaelf liike a 
hundred devjls, and shall be overtaken, before I can 

well change horses: for heaven's sake, make haste 

-'Tib for high-treason, quoth a very little man, 



whispering aa tow as he could to a very tall maD^ that 

stood next bim Or else for murder; quoth, the tall 

roan— — Well thrown, Sizf-ace t quoth I. No ; qucnh 



a third} the gentleman has been commictiDg- 



56 



THE LIFE AWD OPINIDWS 



^h I ma cherejiih I Gatd I, as ahe trippM by from 
her matins — you look as rosy as the marDing (for the 
son was rising, and it made the compliment the more 
gntcious) — No; it Can't be that, quoth a fourth- — — 
7ahe m^de & curtesy to rac — I kiss'd my hand) 'tis 
debt, continued he : 'Tia certainly for debt ; quoth a 
fifth \ I would not pay that gcntleraan's debts, quoth 
jice^ for a thousand pounds { nor would I, quoth -Jia*-, 
for six times the sum — Well thrown, S'cx.£-scc, agaiQi 
quoth I ! — but I have no debt hut the debt of Nature, 
and I want but patience of her, and I will pay her 

every farthing I owe her How can you be so 

bard-heartedj M.fli>AM, to arrest a poor traTeHer gobg 
along without moleaiarion to any one upon hia lawfiil 
occasions ^ do stop that death-looking, long-atriding 
scoundrel of a ecare-ginner, who is posting after me 
— — "he rever would have followed me but for you — ~ 
if it be but for a stage or two, just to give me start of 
him, I beseech you, madam do, dear iady — — 

-Now, in troth, 'tis a great pity, quoth mioe 

Irish host, that all this good Courtship should he lost ; 
for the young gentlewoman has been after going out of 
hearing of it all along. 

Simpleton I quoth I. 



So you have nothing the in Boulogne worth 

Eeeing ? 

• — ^By Jasua \ there is the fineat SeMiNAKV for the 

HuMANlTI ES 

— There cannot be a finer ; quoth I. 
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C^iiiitcr biff. 

WHEN the precipitancy of a man's wishes 
hurries on hia ideas ninety times faster than 
the vehicle he rides id — wOe be to truth J 
and woe be to the Tehicle and tta tackling (let 'em be 
made of what stuiTyou will] upon which he breathes 
forth Che diaappointmect of his soul ! 

As I never give general characters either of men or 
thiDgs in choJerj " the moft hofte th? loifrit ipetdt" was 
all the refiectioQ I made upon the affair, tlie first ticne it 1 
happen'd ; — the second, third, fourth, and fifth time, I 
confined it respectively to those tjraeuj and accordingly 
biamed only the aecood, third, fourth, and fifth post- 
boy for it, without carrying my reflectiona further j but 
the event conlimiing to befal me from the fifdh, to the 
vixth, seventh, eighth, nioth, and tenth tirne» and with- 
out one exception, I tlien could not avoid making a 
nationai reflccdon of Lt, which I do in thesis worda ; 

Thai iomethmg h always -wrong in a Freach posl- 
chah/^t uponjirsi stit'mg out. 

Or the propasiiion may stand thus : 

^ French poiulion hat alivayt to a'-ighl before he hat 
goi three hundred yards out of tolurt. 

What'a wrong now? Diable! 3 rope's 

broke !^ a knot has slipt! a. ataple'e drawn! 



-a bolt's to whittle ! 



-a tag, a rag, a jag, a 
strap, a buckle, or s. buckle's tongue^ want a;ltenD^. 

Now true aa all this is, I n^ver think myaelf im> 
powered to excommunicate thereupon cither the post- 
chaise, or its driver nor do I take it into tf\y head 

to swear by the living G — , I would rather go a-foot 
ten diousand tlme o or that I will he damn'dj, if 

ever I get into another but I take the matter coolly 

before iri!.', and consider, that some tag, or rag, of jag. 
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or boltj Or buckle, av buckle's tongue, will ever be a, 

■wanting, or want altering, travel where I wiU — ao I 

Dever chaff, but cake the good and tlie bad as they fall 

in my road, and get ob : — - — Do so, my lad ! said I ; 

he had lost five minutes already, in alighting la order 

to get at a luacheon of black bread, which he had 

cramm'd into the chaise-pocket, and was reraouEted, 

and going leisurely on, to relish it the better Get 

on, my lad, said I, briskly — buc in the most perBuasive 

tone imaginable, for I jingled a four-and- twenty sous 

piece against the glass, taking care to hold the flat side 

towards him, as he took'd back : the dog grinned 

intelligence from hi? right ear to his left, and behind 

hifl Booty muzzle discovered such a pearly row of teetb, 

that Sovereignty would have pawn'd her jewels for 

them. 

T L if What masticators 1— 

JustheaveQl|.^^^^j^^^^^,_ 

and ao aa he finished the last mouthful of it, we entered 
the town of MontraiiL 



THERE is not a town ia all Francff which, in 
my opinion, looks better in the map, than 

MoNTREUiL ; 1 own, it does not look so 

well in the book of post-roads ; but when you come 
to see it — to be sure it Jooka most pitifully. 

There is one thing, however, in tc at present very 
handsome ; and that is* the inn-keeper's daughter: 
She his been eighteen months at Amienj, and six at 
Paris, in going through her classes; so knitSj and 
sews, and dances, and does the little coquetries very 
welL 
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— A olut ! in nitiQing them over within theae fipe 
minutea that I have stood looking at her, she has let 
fall at least a dozea loapj in a white tliread stocking 
— — ^ye3> ycH — I See, you Cufliiing gipsy I — 'tis long 
and taper- — you need not pin it to your knee — and that 
*da your owa — and fita you exactly. 

.. That Nature should have told thia creature a 

word about a statue's thumb / 

— But 33 this sample is worth all their thumbs- 



be&ides, 1 have her thumbs and fingers ia at the bargaia, 
if they can be any guide to me, — and as Janasme 
withal {for that ia her name) staada so well for a 

drawipg may I never draw more, or rather may I 

draw like a draught- horae, by main Btrengch all tlie 
days of my life, — if I do not draw her in all her pro- 
portioTis, and witb as determined a peocil^ as if I h^d 

her in the wettest drapery. 

— But your worships chuse rather that T give you 
the length, breadth, and perpendicular height of the 
great parish-church, or drawing of the facade of the 
abbey of Saint AuHtthtrtt which has been transported 
from Aritiis hither — everything ia just I suppose aa the 
raasom and carpenters left them, — and if the belief in 
Christ continues so long, will be so these fifty yeara to 
come — 50 your worships and reverences may alJ raeasui'e 

them at your leisures but he who measures thee, 

yanatone, must do it now — thou carriest the principles 
of change within thy frame; and considering the 
chances of a transitory life, I would HOt answer for 
thee a moment { ere twice twelve months are passed 
and gone, thou mayest grow out like a pumpkin, and 

lose thy shapes or thou ruayeat go off lilte a flower, 

and lose thy beauty — nay, thou mayest go off like a 
huBsy — ^and lose cEiyacIf. — I would not answer for my 

aunt Dinah, was she alive 'faith, scarce for her 

picture were it but painted by ReynaUi- — 
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But if I go on with my drawing) after aaming that 
son pf jipoihi ril be shot 

So you must e'en be content with the original ; which, 
if the evening is fine in passing thro' Monirtmil, you 
will see at your chake-door, as you change horsea : but 
unlefiA yon have iS bad a reason for haste as I have- — you 

had better stop : She has a little of the drvoie : but 

that( siri ia a tcrce to s nine in your favour -^— 

— L — help me ! I could not count a ainnle point : ao 
had been piqued and repiiqued, and capotted to the devih 



ALL which being considered, and that Death more- 
over might be much nearer me than I imagined 

-I wish I was at j-fbbpvilki quoth I, were it 

only to Bce how they card and spin — — so off we aet. 

* de Monirem! a NampORt-pQttt tt dtmi 
tie Nampont a Bcrnay - - - poste 

de Bemay a Nouvion poste 

de Nouvioo a ABaEvin.£ - poste 

^but the carders and spinners were all gone to bed. 



w 



HAT a vast advantage is travelling ! only it 
heats one; but there is a remedy for that, 
which you may pick out of the next chapter. 



• Vid. Book of French post roqds. page 36. edition oT 176a. 
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CMptcr xU* 

AS I lo a conditioa to stipulate with Death, 
as I am thia moment with my apothecary, 

how and. where I will take his clyster 1 

ahould certainly declare against submilfing to it before 
my friends j and therefore I nerer seriously think upon 
the raode and manner of ihiB great cata5trophe;f which 
generally takes up and torments my thoughu as much 
as the catastrophe itself; but I constantly draw the 
curtain acrosa it with this wish, that the Disposer of 
all things may bo order it, that it happen not to me in 

ray own house but rather in some decent inn 

at borne^ I know it,— the conqero of my friends, and 

the last services of wiping ray brows, and smoothing 
my pillDW, which the (Quivering ha^nd of pale affection 
•hall pay me, will so crucify my sod, that I shall die 
of a distemper which my physician is not aware of; 
but in sn inn, the few cold ofhcea I wanted, would be 
purchased with a few guineasj and paid me with an 

undisturbed, but ptinctual attention but mark. 

This inn should not he the inq at ^bhevilk- -if there 

was not another inn in the universe, I would strike that 
inn out of the capitulation : so 

Let the horses be in the chalae exactly by four in 

the morning- Yes, by four. Sir,— ^-or by Gine- 

vieoe ! I'll raise a clatter in the house shall wake the 
dead. 



AKE them iike unto a tvheei" la a bitter 



1 V 1 Barcasm, as ail the learned know, against the 

grand lour^ and that restless cpirlt for making 

itj which Z^dtJii/ prophetically foresaw would hsunt the' 
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children of men in the latter days ; and therefore, a.t 
thiaketh the great bishop f/a!ly 'tia one of the severest 
imprecations which David ever uEter'd sgainst the 
enemies of die Lord — and} as if he had eaid, ** I wish 
them DO worse Inclt than alwiiya to be rolling about " 
— So much motion, continues he (for he was very 
corpulent)' — is so much unquietcess ; and sa much of 
jest, by the Same analogy, is bo much of heaven. 

Now, I (being very thin) think differendy ; and 
that so much of motiori, is ao much of life, and so 

much of joy— ^ and that to stand stil], or get Oil but 

elowly, 18 de^th and the devil 

Hollo! Ho! the whole world's asleep I 

bring out the horaee grease the wheels tie On 

the mail and drive a nail into that moulding 



I'll not lose 2 momcat- 

Now the wheel we are talking of? and tuhernnlo 
(but not ivf/ireoata^ for that would make an Ixion'a 
wheel of it) he curscth his enemieS;, according to the 
bifihop^s habit of body, should certainly be a post- 
chaise wheel, whether they were set up io Paleiimc 

at that time or not aad my wheel, for the contrary 

reasons^ must as certainly be a cart-wheel groaning 
raund its revolution once in an age; and of which 
sort, were I to turn commentator, I should make no 
scruple to affirm, they had great storc in that hilly 
country. 

I love the Pythagoreans (much more than ever 
I dare tell my dear Jinny) for their " ■jiwfxiofj.lv a-irb 

"getting out of tire body, m order lif th'mk ivtU." No 
man thinks right, whilst he is in it ; blinded as he 
must be» with his congenial humours, aud drawn 
differently aside, as the bishop and myself have 

been, with too lax or too tense a fibre Reason 

Es» half of it] SENSf: ; and the measure of heaven i^elf 



SB4NDY. 



*J 



is hat ibe 



(X oor presm >|yBim md coO' 



COCQC 



-Bot wfaich of (be two, {□ tbc prWort case* do 
joo think to be mostly iit ^le wrong ? 

Yon, oenaiiJj: qooth &he, to disturb a vhde fanulj 
«o early. 



Cftapler F^^ 



I But »bc did not kno7 I was onder a tow not 

I to fihave my beard till I got to Parii /——yet 1 hate 

I to make mysteries of nothing : *tia the cold cauuous- 

I ness of one of thoec little wuls from which Lfffiu/ (/li* 
I 13) ^ moriiuf tUviiiUt rafi. 24) hath made his estimate^ 

wherein he settcth forth. That one Dutch miJc, cubtcally 
niultipiied> will allow [oom enough, and to spare, for 
eight hundred thousand milliDns, Mvhich he suppcst>s to 
be aa great a number of souls (counting from the fall 
of jidam) as can possibly be dama'd to tlic end qf the 
world. 

From what he hgs made tbii secDnd estiimte 

unless from the parental goodness of God— I don't 
know — I am much more at a loss what could be in 
Franciscus Mii&era^s head* who pretends that no Icej a 
space than one of two hundred Itaiiitn miles multiplied 
into itself, will be eufficieat to hold the like number 

• he Certainly must have gone Upon some of the old 

Rottiaa souls, of which he had read, without reflecting 
how much, by a gradual and mast tabid decline, in the 
Course of eighteen hundred years, they must unavoidably 
have shrunk so as Co hare come, when he wrote, almost 
to nothing. 

In Leisius's lime, who seems the cooler man, they 
were as little aa can he imagined — — 
We find them less now 
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word/' Then there wants two sous more to drink 

or there is a twelve sols piece of Lauii XIV. 

which will not pass — or a livj-e and some odd liHrds ta 
be brought over from the last stage, which Monsieur 
had forgot; which altercations (as a man cannot dis- 
pute veiy well asleep Ij rouse him ; Btill ia sweet sleep 
retrievable \ and Btill might the fiesh weigh down the 
spirit, and recnwr itacli" of these blows — but then, by 
heaven ! you have paid but for a single post — whereas 
'tia a post and a half; and this obliges you to pull out 
your book of post-roada, the print of which ia bo very 
Bmall, it forces you to open your eyes, whether you 
will or no : Then Monsieur h Care oflera you a 

pinch of snuff or a poor soldier shews you his leg 

— —or a shaveling hia box or the priestess of the 

cistern will water your wheels they do not want it 

but she swears by h^^ prtatheod (throwing it back) 

that they do: ^then you have all these points to 

argue, or consider over in your mind ; in doing of 
•which, the raticnal powers get bo thoroughly awakened 
you may get 'em to sleep agiin aa you can. 

It was entirely owing to one of these misfortunea, or 
I had paas'd dean by the etablea of Chantilly 

But the postilion first affirming, and then per- 
sisting in it to my face, that there was no mark upon the 
two soug piece, I OpSfi'd my eyes to be coiivi need— -and 
seeing the mark upon it ;i;s plain as my nose — I leap'd 
out of the chaiae in a passion, and so aaw every thing at 

Chstttllly in spite. 1 tried it but for three posts and 

3 half, but believfi 'lis the best principle in the world 
to travel speedily upon ; for as few objects look very 
inviting in that mood — you have litde or nothing to 
fltop yoid } by which means it was that I passed through 
St Dtrmiif without turning ray head so much as on one 
side towards the Abby 

Richness of their treasury ! sEuff and nonsense I 
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— ^b^ting their jewels, which are aU false^ [ wodd 
not give three sous for any one thing in it, but Jatdat'i 

lantern nor for that either, only as it grows dark» 

it might be of use. 



CRACK, crack crack, crack crack, crack 
ao this is Pant I cjUQth I (continuing in 

the same mood) — ^nd this ia Paris ! 

humph ! Paris .' cried I, repeating the name the 

third time 

The first, the finest, the most briJliant 

The streets however are Ti^sty. 

But it looks, I suppose, better than it emeils 

crack, crack crack, crack what a; fuss thou 

makeSt ! — as if it concerned the gadd peqplc to be 
informed^ that a man with pale face ,-ind cl.id in black, 
had the honour to be driven into Parit at nine o'clock 
at night, by a posttlion in a tawny yellow jerkin, 
turned up with red calamanco- — crack, crack — - — crack, 
cra:ck crack, crack, 1 wish thy whip — — 

But 'tis the spirit of thy nation ; so crack — 

crack op. 

Ha] and no one gipes the wall I ^but in the 

School of Urbanity herself, if the waila are besh-t — 
how can you do otherwise? 

And prithee when do they light the lamps ? What ? 

— never in the summner months ! Ho ! 'tia the time 

of sallads, O rare ! aallad and soup — soup a;nd 

saJlad — sallad and soup, ejKore- 



- Tia toQ much for sinners. 
Now I cannot bear the barbarity of it; how can 
that uncorscionahie coachman tulk eti mach bawdy to 
that lean horse ? don't you see, friend, the atreets are 
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to villaiioooaly mirov, clt^ thetip is CAt roora ia all 
Pari/ to turn a wfaedbarraw ? tn the giandra: city^ of 
the wbc^ vorld, it would not hat-e becft amisS} if they^ 
had bffl) left A thought wider ; nay, wete it ooly bo 
much in ercry nnglc Btmt, at that a ma.j\ might koow 
(wa> it ooly for latiKfactioa) oa whick side of it be 
W^ walkifig. 

One — two— three — four — fiw — eix — seren — eight 
— niDc — ten. — Ten cook's ibaps! aixl twice the nmobef 
of barbers ! and all withio three miDUtes driving ! one 
would tiiiok that all the cooks in the world, oq some 
great merry-meeting with the barbers, by joint consent 
had «aid — Come, let U9 all go li?e at Parh f the Freneh 

love good eating; they are al! gaurmantii we 

&luill rank high ; if their god ia their beUy their 

Dooka must be g^Ddeiaen : and forasmuch a$ the prti- 
'o/ig maketb the man, and the periwig-maker raaketh the 
periwig — ergOf would the barbers Eay, we shall rank 
liigher BtilJ^ — we shall be abave you all^ — we shall 
be • Capitoidj ac least — fardi ! we shall all wear 
ewords 

—And aoj one would swear (that is, by candle 
light, — but there is no depending upon it) Uiey con- 
ucue to dot to this day. 



THE French are certainly misunderstood : but 
whether the fault is theirs, ia not sufficiently 
explaining themselves ; or speaking with that 
exact limitation and precision which one would expect 
on a paint of Buch importance, and whic;h, mareOver, 
is SO likely to be contcHted by ua or whether the 

* Chief Magistrate in Toulouse, &c &c. &c. 
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fault may Dot be altogether on our side, in not uoder- 
Btanding their knguage always so cridcally^ as to know 

*'^what they would be at'' 1 Bhal] pot decide ; but 

'us evident to mc, when they afiirra, •' Thai tbey •uiha 
have teen Parisj ha've seat every thmg" they must mean 
10 Speak of those who have seen it by day-light. 

As Cor candle-light — I give it up 1 bave said 

before, there was do depending upDii it — aod I repea.t 
it again ; but not because the lights and ahadee; are toa 
sharp — or the tints confounded — or that there is neither 
beauty or keeping, &c. . < * for diat's not truth — but 
it is an Qncertain light in this respect. That m aU the' 
five hcndred grand Hfitela, which they number up tt> 
you in Pant — and the five huadred good things, at a 
modest computation (for 'da only allowing one good 
thing to a HStel), which by candle-light are best to be 
teetiffelt, heardf and tmilerstooA (which, by the bye, is a 

quotauon from Lilly') the devil a One of us Out of 

hfty, can get our heads fairly thrust in amongst them. 

This ia no part of the French computation : 'tia 
simply this, 

That by the last survey taken in the year one 
thousand seven huadred and &ixteeQ, since which time 
there have been conEiderable augm^ntatioas, Paris doth 
coataia nine hundred streets j (viz.) 
In the quarter called the Ci^— there are fifty-three 

:etreet3. 
In, St Jamei of the ShambleB, fifty-five BCreets. 
In St Oporiutii, thirty-four streets. 
In the quarter of the Louvrct twenty-five atreeta. 
In the Palace Royaly or St Homtias, forty-nine 

streets. 
Id Moai. Martyr^ forty-one streets. 
In St Eaitaccy twenty-nine stceeia. 
In the Holies, twenty-seven streets. 
In St Dmnis^ fifty-five streets. 
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In St Martuif fifty-four streets. 

In St Fault or the Morlellenet twenty-seven Btrectt 

TKe Gretie, thjfty-elght Btreeta. 

In St j^foj", or the Verrerie, nineteen streets. 

In the Maraif, or the Tsmpk, fifty-two streets* 

In St Antuny'i^ eixty-eight streets. 

In the Placi Maubert, cighty-one streets. 

In St Bennei, sixty streets. 

In St AnJreivr de jircs, fifty-one Streets. 

In the quarter of the Luxembourg, siscy-two streets. 

And in that of St Germain, fifty-ilve streets, iata any 

of which you may Wafk j and that when yOu have seen 

them with all that heloags to them, fairly by day-lighc 

■ — their gates, their bridges, their eqimres, theu- statues 

- ^ - and have ciusaded it moreover, through all their 

piinsh-churchcs, by no means omitting St Rathe and 

Sulpicf --- and to crowa all, have taken a walk to the 

four palaces, which you may see, either with qr without 

the statues and pictures, jiist as you chuse — , 

- — —Then yon will have seen — 

■ hut, 'tts what no one needeth to tell you, for 

you will read of" it yourself upon the portico of the 
Lomiret in these words, 

* EARTH NO SUCH FOLKS ! — ■NO FOLKS e'eK SUCH A 

TOWN 
AS PAHiS is! SING, DEElkV, DEaftVj DOWN. 

The French have ^gay way of treating every thing 
that is Great ; and that is ali can be said upon it. 

* Ndu Drbis gcntem, ncm urbcm gens habet ulUm 
uUa parcm. 
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IN mcntionirig the word gaj (as in the close of the 
laac chapter) it puta ooe (Af. an author) in mind of 

the word jpUea especially if he has aay thing 

to aay upon it: not that by any analysis — -or that from 
any able of interest or genealogy, there appears fnuch 
more ground of alliance betwixt them, tlian betwixt 
light and darkoesa, or any two of the most upfriendiy 

oppoaites in nature only 'tia an undercraft of authors 

to keep up a good understanding amongst words^ as 
politicians do amoDgst meo — not knowing how near 
they may be under a neCegaity of placing them to each 

Other which paint being now gainM, and that 1 

may place mine exactly to ray mind, I write it down 
here— 



SPLEEN. 



ThU, upon leaving ChanllUy, 1 declared Co be the 
best principle in the world to travel speedily upon ; but 
I gave it only aa matter of opinion. 1 still caotinue in 
the same sentiments — only I had not then cKperience 
enough of its working to add this, that though you do 
get on at a tearing rate^ yet yOu get 00 but UDeas'Jy to 
yourself at the same dme j for which reason I here quit 
it eadrely, and for ever, and 'tis heartily at any one'a 
aervice^it has spoiled me the digestion of a good supper, 
and brought on a bilious diarrhoea, which has brought me 

back again to my fifst principle on which I act out 

and with which I ehull now scamper it away to the 
backs of the Garonne — 

No; 1 cannot stop a moment to ^ve you 

the character of the people — their genius their 
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maoQers — thetr customa — their kws their religion — - 

their government — ^their manufactures — their commerce 
— diieir £[iaaces, with all the resources and hidden springs 
■which BUBtaio them ; qualified aa 1 may be, by Bpeodiug 
three days and two nights amongst them, and during all 
that time making theae tilings the entire subject of my 

enquiries and reil^^ctiona ' 

Still — still I must away -the roada are paved — 

the posts are short — the days are long — 'ds no more 
than noon — I shall be at Fmtainiieau before the 
king- 



— Was he going there .' not that I know- 



NOW I hate to hear a person, eapectally if he be a 
traveller, complain that we do not get on eo fast 
in France as we do in England,; whereas we 
get on much faster, contiiiiralu conilderandis ,■ thereby 
always meaDing, thtit if you weigh their vehicles with 
the moiintaina of baggage which yOu lay both before 
and behind upon them — and then consider their pcny 
horses, with the very little they give them — 'tis a 
wonder they get Ob at all ; their aufferlng iS niDGt 
unchristian, and 'tis evident thereupon to me, that a 
French post-horse would doi know what tn the world 
to do, was it not for the two words *•■••• and 
****** in which there is as much sustenance, as. if 
you gave him a peck of corn : now as thi.'se words 
cost aothiiig, I long from my eoul to tell the reader 
what they are ; but here is tlie question— they must 
be told him plainly, and with the most distinct articula- 
rion, or it will aii&wer no end — and yet to do it in 
that plain way — though their reverences may laugh at 
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it in the bed-chamber — full well I wot, they wUl abuse 
It in the parlour : for which cause, I have beeo volv- 
ing and revolving io my fency some time, but to no 
purpose, by what cleao device or facetie contrivance I 
might so modulate thenij that whilst I satisfy that ear 
which the reader chuses to lend me — ^I might not dis- 
iatiafy the other which he Iceeps to hiraaeif. 

My ink biiTDS my finger to try and when 

I have 'twill have a worse coosequence 'it will 

burn (I fear) my paper. 

No 't 1 dare not- 

But if you wish to know how the ahbejs of AtidoUillett 
and a novice of her convent got over the difficulty [onJy 
first wishing myself all imaginable success) — I'll tell you 
without the lesfit scruple. 



THE abbess of ^ndemHetf, which, if you look into 
the large set of provincial maps now publishing 
at Paru, you will find situated amongst the hilis 
which divide Burgundy from Ssvojt being ia danger of 
an Ancbylos'u Of stiff joint (the sinavia of her knee 
becoming hard by long matins), and having tried every 

remedy Erst, prayers aad thanksgiving ; then 

invocationa to all the saints in heaven promiscuousty 

then parucidarly to every saint who had ever had 

a stiff leg before her then touching it with all the 

reliques of the coiflveot, priocipaJly with the thigh-bone 
of the man of Lystra, who had been impotent ^om tiis 

youth then wrapping it up in her vei! when she went 

to bed — then cfOfis-wise her rosary — then bringing in to 
her ^id the aecuJar arm, End anointing It with oils and 
hot fat of animals thea treating it with emollient 
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and resolving fomentations ^dien with poulucea 

of marsb-mallowa, mallows, bonus HeEiicjs, white 
lUlies aad fenugreek — then taking the woods, I mean 
the amoak of *cra, holding her Bcapulary across her lap 

■then decoctions of wild chicory, water- cresses, 

chervi], sweet Cecily and cochlearia and nothing a31 

this while answeiing, was prevailed on at last to try the 

hot baths of BourboB ao having first obtaia'd leave 

of the FLsitgr-geaeral to take Care of her existence — ■ 
flhe ordered all tn be got ready for her journey : a novice 
of thccoavcEt of about seventeen, who had been troubled 
with a whitJoe in her middJe finger, by sticking it 
cooatantly into the abbesa'a cast poultices, &c. — had 
gained such an interest, that overlnoking a aciatical old 
nun, who might have been set up for ever by the hot- 
tatha qf Sourben^ Hi^srgiirila, the little noviqc, was 
elected as the corapamon of the journey. 

An old cale^h, beioDging to tiie abbcsse, lined with 
green frize, was ordered to be drawn out into the eun 
— the gardener of the convent beirg chosen muleteer, 
\cA out the two old mules, to clip the hair from the 
rump-ends of their tails^ whilst ^ couple of lay-sisters 
were busied, the one in darning the lining, and the 
other in sewing on the shreds of yellow binding, which 

the teeth of time had unravelled the under -gardener 

dreaa'd the muleteer's hat m hot wine-lees and a 

taylor sat mueically at it, in a shed over-against the 
convent^ m assurtiag four dozen of bells for the harness, 
whistling to each bell, as he tied it oa with a thong, ^ 

^The carpenter and the smith of AadiiliUsts held 

a council of wheels ; and by seven, the morning after, 
all look'd sprwce, and was ready at the gate of the 
convent for the hot-baths of Soarion—iwo rowa of 
the unfortunate stood ready there an hour before. 

The abbess of ^^ndoumehy auppoited by Margarita 
the novice, advanced slowly to the calesh, both clad 



OF TRISTRAM: SHANDY, 



75 



ia white, with didr black rosariea hanging at their 
breasts 

There -was a simple solemnity la the coDtrast : 

they entered the calesb i and runa iti the ELame unifonni 
fiweet emblem of innocence, each occupied a wmdow, 
and as the abbess and Margarita lookM up — each (the 
sciatica] jwor nun excepted) — each Btream d out che end 
of her veil in the air^ — then kia8*d the lilly hand which 
let it go : the good abbess and Margarita laid their 
hands flaint-wiae upon their breasts — look'd up to heaven 
— then to them— ^od look'd ^'Gcxl bleaa you, dear 
fiistefs." 

I declare I am interested in thia story, and wish I 
had been there. 

The gardener, whom I shall now call the muieteer, 
•was a little, hearty, broad-set, good-natured, chattering, 
topiog kind of a fellow, who troubled his head very 
little with the baias and txsheni of life;, so had mort- 
gaged a month of his conventical wages in a borrachio, 
or leathern cask of wine, which he had disposed behind 
the calesh, with a large mssct-colourcd riding-coat over 
it, to guard it from the sun; and as the weather was 
hot, and he not a niggard of his kbours^ walking ten 
timeB more thso he rode — he found more Occasion^ 
than those of nature, to fill back to the rear of his 
carriage ; till by frecj^uent coming and going, it had so 
happen' d., tbcit all his wine had leak'd out al the legal 
vent of the horrachio, before one ba.lf of the journey 
was^ finished. 

Man is a creature bora to habitudes. The day liad 
been sultry — the evening wai? delicious — the wine was 
generous — the Burgundtan hilt on which it grew waa 
ateep — a little tempting bush over the door of a cool 
cottage at the foot of it, hung vibrating in full harmony 
with the passions — a gentle air ruatled distinctly through 
the leaves- — "Come — come, thiraty muleteer — come in." 
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— The EEiiileteeF waa a son of jltlam i I need not say 
a word more. He gave the mdcB, each of 'em, a 
eouQd lash, and looking in the abbess's and Margariia't 
faces (as he dlJ it) — as much as to say " here I am " 
—he gave a Bccuod good crack. — as much as to say to 

his mulea, "gel on" so slinking behind, he eoter'd 

the little inn at the foot of the hUL 

The muleteer, aa I told you, was a little, joyous, 
chirpirg fellow, who thought not of to-morrow, nor 
of what had gone before, or what was to foUow it, 

firovided he got hut hia scaatliog of Burgundy, and a 
itde chit-chat along with it ; so entering into a long 
con versa tioTJ, as hqw he was chief gardener to the qon- 
veot of jindouiUetx, &c. &c., and out of frieTidahip for 
die abbesa and Madcmntselle Margarita, who was only 
ia her noviciate, he had come along with them from 
the confines of Saiisy, Sue. &:c. — a.od as how she had 
got a while swelling by her devotions — and what a 
nation of herbg he had procured to mollify her humoura, 
&c. &c., and that if the waters of Bourbon did not 

roend that leg — &he might as well be laiSe of both — 
&c. &c. &c. — He BO contrived his story, as absolutely 
to forget the heroine of it — and with her the little 
novice, and what was a more ticklish point to be forgot 
than both — the two mules j who being creatures that 
take advantage of the world, inaBmuch as their parents 
took Lt of them^-and they not being ia a condidon to 
return the obligation dotUNiuardr [as men and women 
and beasts are) — they do it fiide-ways, and long-ways, 
and back-way& — and up hill, and down hillt aud 

which way they can.- Philosophers, with all their 

ethicks, have never considered this rightly — how should 
the poor muleteer, then in his cups, consider it at all ? 
he did not in the Eeast — 'tia time we do ; let ua leave 
him then in the vortex of his element, the happiest 
and most thoughtless of martaj men and for a 
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moment let ub iook after the mdes, the abbeia, and 
jWargarila. 

By virtue of the rmEletcer's two kat Btrokci the 
inulcB had gone quietly on, foUowitig their own con* 
sciences up the hi]], till they h.id conquer'd aboct one 
half of it ! when the elder of them, a shrewd crafty 
old devil, at ihe turn of aa angicj giving a side glance, 
and BO muleteer behind them 

By ray fig ! said she, swearing, I'll go no further 

And if I do, replied the other, they fihall maWe a 

drum of my hide. 

And Bo with one consent they stopp'd thus 



-Get on with you, said the abbess. 

-Wh - - - - yah ysh-- cried Jlfargarita. 

Sh n shu-u shu- -u — ah-- aw 

eliaw'd the ahbess. 

Whu — V — vf whew — w — w — whuvM 

Margarita^ pursing up hpr sWeet Ilpa betwixt a hoot and 
a whiatlc. 

Thump^ — thump^ — thump— obatreperated the abbcaa 
of AndottiHeii widi the end of her gold-headed carw 
against the bottom of the caJesh- 

The old muie let a f — 



w 



E are rain'd and undone 
abbess to Margoritat- 



my child;^ sajd the 
-we shall be here 



all night we shall be plunder'd- 

ahalt be raviah'd 
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^We shall be raviah'd, Haid Margaritaj ai sure 

as a guti> 

Sanda Maria / cried the abbefls (forgetEing the /) 
— why was I govErn'd by this wicked HtifF joint ? why 
did I leave the cooveat oi j^ndouUkii ? and why didst 
thou not suffer thy Hervant to go unpolluted to her 

O my finger] ray finger ! cried the novice, catching 
fire at the word arvant — ^why was I not content to 
put It here* or there, any where rather than be in this 
strait? 

Strait ! said the abbess. 

Strait said the novice ; for terror had atmck 

their underaUndings— ^the one knew not what she 
said the other what &he anawer'd. 

O my virginity ! virginity ! cried the abbeas. 
— ipity I inity ! said the novice, sobbing. 



' Y dear mother, quoth the novice, coming a little 

to hersplf, there are two certain wofdBj 

which I have been told will force any horse, 
or ass, or mule, to go up a hill whether he will or no ; 
be he never so obstinate or ill-will'd, the moment he 
hesiffi them utter' d, he obeys. They are words magic ! 
cned the abbess in the utmost horror — No ; replied 
Jifargariia Calmly— but they are wOrds sinful — What 
are they ? quoth the abbess, interrupting her : They 
are sin^il in the first degree, answered Margarita, — 
they are mortal — and if we are ravish'd and die un- 
absolved of them, we shall both but you may 

pronounce them to me, quoth the abbess of AmhuiUets 
-They cannot, my dear mother, said the covice, 
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pronounced at all ; they will make all the blood in 
one's body fly up into one's face — Butyou may Tvhiapcr 
them in my ear, quoth the labbess. 

Hi^aven ! hadst thou no guardian angel to delegate to 
the iQn at the bottom of the hill ? was there no generous 

and friendly spirit tinemployed no agent m nature, 

by Home monitory ahirering, creeping along the artery 
which led to hia heart, to rouse the muleteer from his 

banqaet? no sweet rainistrelsy to bring back the 

fair idea of the abbeaa and Margarita^ with their black 
rosaries I 

Rouse ! rouse ! —but 'tis too Kite — the horrid 

words are pronounced this moment 

and how to tell them-— Ye, who can speak of 

every thing existing, with ucipoUuted lipa — instruct me 
guide me 



C-tiapter jrjrb. 

ALL sins whatever, quoth the abbess, turning casuist 
^ in. the distress they were undeTj are held by the 
cofifeesor of our convent to be either mortal or 
TeniaJ : there ia no further dirision. Now a venial elin 
being the elighteat and least of all sioe — being halved— 
by aking either only the half of it, and leaving the rest 
— or, by taking it alJ, and amicably baking it betwixt 
yourself aad another person — in course becomes diluted 
into no sin at alh 

Now 1 see no sin in aayirgj Iva, fou, ^^t ^™» ^. 
a hundred times together; nor is there any turpitude in 
proaouQclTig the syllable ger^ gir^ ger, gcr^ g^r, were it 
from our raatinfl to our vespers : Therefore, my dear 
daughter, continued the abbess of jitsds'dillst^ — I will 
say iou, and thou shalt say ger; and then alternately, ag 
there 13 no more sin ln/o« than in bou — Thou shalt aay 
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Jqu — and I wiJl come in (like fo, boI, la, n?, mi, ut, at 
our complines) with icr. And accordingly the abbess, 
giving the pitch note, set off thcs: 
Abbees, > Bou - - bou » - trfju - - 

Margarits^ ] ger, - - ger, - - gcr. 

Margarilai \ Fou - - fou - - fou - - 
Abbess, J ter, - - ter, — ter. 

The two mules acknowledged the rotea by a mumat 

lash of their tails ; but it went no further ^*Twill 

apSwef by an' by, said the navjce* 

Abbess ) Bou- bou- bou- bou- bou- bou- 

Marsarita J —ger, ger, ger, ger, ger, ger. 

Quicker Btill, cried Margarifa, 

Fou, fou, fou, fau, fou, foe, fou, fou, fou. 

Quicker still, cried Margarita. 

Bou, bou, bou, bou, boil, bou, bou, bou, bou. 

Quicker Btill — God preBerve me ; said the abbsM — . 
They do not understand us, cried MargarUa — But the 
Devil doesj said the abbess of jitt^iiiUcif, 



WHAT a tract of country hare I run ! — how 
many degrees nearer to the W3;rm sud am I 
advanced, and how macy fair and goodly 
citiea Imve I seen, during the time you have been read- 
ing, and reflecting. Madam, upon tiiis story ! There's 

FotJTAlTJBLEAUj Hud SeN3, acd JoiGNY, and AUXEHRE, 

and DijoTS the capital of Burgundy^ and Challoh, and 
Macon the capital of the JUdconese, and a score more 

upon the road to Lyons —and now I have run them 

over-- — 'I might as well talk to you of so many market 
towns in the moon, aa tell you one word about them: 
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it wUl ht thts cliapter al the least, if not both this and 
the next eodrety lo^t, da what I will- 



— Why, 'da a strange story ! Tristram. 

AJaa! 



Madai 



had it b^en upon same melancholy lecture of the cross 
— the peace of meekness^ or the coatentintiDt of resigna- 
tion 1 had. not been iDCOmmodcd ; Or had I thought 

of writing it upon the purer abstmctions of the sout, atid 
that food of wisdom sod holiness and contemplatioTi, 
upop which the spirit of mao f when separated from the 

body) ifl to subsist for ever You would have come 

widi a better appetite from it 

1 wish 1 never had wrote it : but as I never 

blot any thing out let us uae some hone&t meaDS to 

get it out of our heads directly. 

Pray reach me ray fool's cap 1 fear you sit 

upoD it, Madam 'tia undef the cushion I'U put 

it on 

Blesa me ! you have had it upon your head this hnlf 
hoiif*^ — There then let it stay, with a 

Fa^ra diddle di 

and a fa-ri diddle d 

and a high-dum— ndye-dum 
fiddle - - - dumb - c. 
And now, Madam^ we may venture, I hope, a little to 
go on. 



-All you need say of Fonia'mbUsu (in case you 

are ask'd) Is, that it staade about forty miles (south 
ismelhing) from Parity in the middle of a large forest 

That there is something great ia it That the 

king goes there once every two or three yeara, with hi« 
whole court, for the pleasure of the chase — and that, 
in. f 



s» 
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during that carnival of aporting, any English gentle- 
man of fashion (you need not forget yourself) may be 
Bccgmmodatcd with a nag or two, to partake of thiS 
spore, taking care only not to out-gallop the king 

Though there are two reasons why you need not talk 
]oud of this to every oae. 

First, Because 'twill make the aacd naga the harder 
to be got ; and 

Secondiyj 'Tis not a word of it true. AUant ! 

As for Sehs you may dispatch — in 3 word 

"^'Ti'/ aa arcbtepiseopal see.^* 

^For JoiGNY — the less, I think, one says of it 



the better. 

But for AtncEEaE — I could go on for ever : for in 
my grand (our through EuropCf in which, after all, my 
father (not caring to trust me with any one) attended 
mc himself, with my uncle Tohyj and Trim, and 
Ohadishy and indeed most of the family, except my 
mother, who being taken up with a project of knitting 
my father a pair of large worsted breeches — /the thing 
is common sense]^^ — and she not caring to be put out of 
her way, she staid at home, at Shandy* Hall, to keep 
things right during the expedidoo j in which, I say, 
ray father stopping us two daya at Jfuxerrt, and hi& 
researches beitig ever of euch a nature, that they would 

have found fruit even in a desert he has left me 

enough to say upon AuxEnnEi in short, wherever my 

father went but 'twas more remarkably so. In this 

journey through France and Ilaly, than in aay other 

st£ige9 of his life hiaFoad seemed to lie sO much an 

one aide of that, wherein all other travellers have gone 
before him — he &sw kings and courts and sUka of all 

colours, in such strange lights and hia remarka and 

reasonings upon the characters, the manners, and cus- 
toms of the countries we pass'd over, were so opposite 
to those nf all other mor^I men> particularly those 
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of my uncle Toby and Trim — [to say nothing of my- 
se]f)^-aQd to crown aU — -the occurrences and scrapes 
which we were perpetually raeetiog and getting into, id 
consequence of his iystems and opiniatry — they were 
of so odd, so mix'd and tragi -comicaJ a contexture — 
That the whole put together, it appears of ho different 
[a shade and tint ft'om any tour of Europe, which was 
ever executed — that I wUl venture to pronounce — the 
feult must be mine and mine onfy — if" it be not read by 
all travellers and travel-readers, u\\ travelling \s na 
more, — or which cornea to the same point — till the 
world, finally^ takes it into Ita head to stand still. 

But this rich bale ia not to be open'd now j 

except a small thread or two of it^ merely to unravel 
the mystery of my father's stay at Auxerre. 

As I have mentioned it — 'as too slight to be 

kept Buspended; and when 'tis wove in, there ia an 
end of it. 

We''ll go, brother Tolty, said ray father, whil« 
dinner is coddUng — to the abby of Saint Germain^ if it 
be orly to see these bodies, of which Monsieur Siguier 

has given such a recommendation. — I'Jl go see any 

body, quoth my uncle ToAy j for he was at] compliance 

through every step of the journey Defend me! 

said my father — they are all mumraies^ -Then one 

need not ahavej quoth ray uncJe Toby—' — Shave! no 
— cried ray father — 'twill be more like relations to 
go with Diir bcard& On — So out we sallied^ the corporal 
lendiur; his m^isterhis arra, and bringing up the rear^ to 
the abby of Saint Germain. 

Every thing is very fine, and very rich, and very 
superb, and very magnificent, aaid my father, addressing 
himself to the aacristan, who was a younger brother of 
the order of Bertsdktmei—hMi our curiosity has led ub 
to see the hodiesj of which Monaieur Seqmer has given 
the world so exact a descriptioD. — The sicrisian made 
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a bow, and lighting a torch lirBt, which he had alwrtys 
in the veetry ready for the purpose j he led us into 

the tomb of St HerlbaU This, said the sacmtao, 

Ja.ytag his hand upon the tomb, was a renowned prince 
of the house of Bavaria^ who under the successive 
reigns of Chariemagni, Lmis ie Dehonaair, and Charlet 
the Baldt bore a great sway in the government, and had 
a principaJ hand ic bringbg every thing tato order and 
diecipline' 

Then he has been as great, said my uncle, in the 

field, as in the cabinet ^I dare say he haa been 

a gallant soldier He waa a monk — aaid the sac- 

]'lstfin. 

My uncle 7shy and Trim sought comfort in each 
other's faces — but fuund it not ; my father cl:ipped 
both hia hands upon his cod-piece, which was a way 
he had when any thing hugely tickled him : for though 
he hated a monk and the very fimcll of a mgnk worse 

tha,n all the de?ils in hell- yet the shot liitting niy 

uDcle Tnhy and Trim so much harder than him, 'twas 
a relative triumph ; and put him into the gayest humour 
in the world. 

And pray what do you call this gentleman ? 

quoth ray father, rather sportingly : This tomb, said 
the yoimg SemJiciim, looking downwsrds> contains 
the bones of Saint Maxima, who came from Rarvctuia 
on purpose to touch the body 

Of Saint Maiimus, said my father, popping 

in with his saint before him,- — they were two of the 
greatest sainta in the whole martyrology, added my 

father ExcuBe me, said the sscdfltan 

'twafl to touch the bones of Saint Germain, the builder 

of the abby And what did ahe get by it ? said my 

uncle Tsi>ji What do?s any woman get by it ? said. 

my father Marttrdome ; replied the yoimg Bene- 

dieiintj making a bow down to the ground, and uiierirg 
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the word with bo humbl^^ but deciaivc & cadence, it 
disarmed my father for a moment. 'Tis supposed, 
continued the Bcnrdictmct that &\. Maxima hiis kin va 
this tomb four hundred yeiirs, and two hundred bcfqre 

her cationtKition 'TIs but a bIow rise, brother Tohy, 

cjUDth my father, id thia Hctf-Siimc ariry of martyrs. 

A desperate slow otiej. an' pJc^se your honour, 

said Trim, unices one coifld purchase 1 should 

rather sell out ectirely, ic|UOth my uncle Toby 1 am 

pretty much of your opinion, brother TmEj, said my 
father. 

Poor St Maxims.* said ray uncle Toby low to 

himself, aa we tumM from her tomb : She was one of 
the fairest and most beautiful Indies either of Italy or 

France, continued the Bacristiin But who the duce 

lias got lain down heCe, beaidea her ? quath my father, 
poindng with his cane to a large tomb as we walked 

on It is Saint Opiai, Sir, answered the ^cria- 

tan And piOpL*rly ia Saint Oplat plac'J ! said 

my father : And whu is Saint Opiui's story ? con- 
tinued be. Saint Opiai^ rcpJiai tlie sacristan, was a 
bishop 

- ^I thought 80* by heaven ! cried my father, in- 
terrupting him Saint Optai J — "how should Saint 

Oplai fail ? so snatching out his pocket- book;, and the 
young BentdkHne holding him the torch as he wrote, 
he set it down as a new prop to hie system of Christian 
names, and I will be bold to say, so disinterested was 
he in the Bcarch of truths that had he found a treasure 
in Saint Optafs tomb, tt wouJd not have made him half 
BO rich : Twas as successful a shore visit a& ever was 
paid to the dead ; and so highly was his fancy pleaa'd 
with all that had passed in it, — that he determined at 
once to stay another day in Auxerrt. 

— I'll see the rest of these good gentry to-mOrrOW, 
said my father, aa we crow'd over the square — And 
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while you are paying that Tiait^ brother Sbandyj quoth 
my uncle Toby — the corporal and I will moont the 
ramparts. 



N 



OW this is the most puzzled skdn of all 

■ for in thia Jast chapter, as far at least 

as it has helped me through Auxirrr, I 
hare been getting forwards in two different jouroies 
together, and with the same dash of the pen — for I 
have got endrely out of Aus^trre in this journey which 
I am writing now, and I am got halfway out of Auxtrre 

in that which I ahall write hereafter ^Tbere is bet 

a certain degree of perfection in erery thing ; and by 
pushing at something beyond that» I have brought my- 
self into such a gituation, as do traveller ever stood 
before me j for I am this moment walking 5.crosa the 
market-place of Auxtrre with my father and my uncle 

Tehy, in our way back to dinner^ and I am this 

moment also entering Lyoni with my po^t-chaise broke 
into a thouEand pieces — and I am inorcover this 
moment in a handBOme pavillion built by PrlngeUti* 
upon the back^ of ihe Garontse, which Mons, Sllgniae 
has leot me, siid where I ndw Bit rhapsodising all these 
afTairs. 

Let me collect myHcIf, and pursue my journey. 



I 

I 



■■ The same Don PrmggUo, the celebrated Spanish architect, 
of whom my cousin Antony has made such b on Durable Rie 
in a scholium to tbe Tale tn&oribed to hia uamg.^— VicL p, 
email ediL 



■ney. ■ 

liKCt, H 

ntioTi ^1 
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Chapter jjiij:* 

AM glad of hi eaid I, Rettling the accouDt with 
myself, as I walk'd into Lyont my chaise 



OeiPg atl laid higgledy-piggledy wiUi my 
in a can, which was moving slowly before me- 



im hcaitiJy glad, said I, that 'tis all broke to pieces ; 
for now I can go directly by water to ^vi^on., wiiich 
wjU carry me on a hundred and twenty milea of my 

journey, and not cost mc seven livres and from 

thence, conrinued I, bringing forwards the account, I 
can hire a couple of muJes— or asses, if I like, (for 
nobody knows me] and cross the plains of Lan^edoe 

for almost nothing 1 shall gain four hundred livres 

by the misfortune clear ioto my purae ; and pleasure ! 
worth — worth double the money by it. With what 
velocity^ conlinijed I, cJappicg my two hands together, 
shall I fly down the rapid RhofHy with the Vivares on 
my right hand, and Dauphiny on my kf;, BCsrce seeing 
the ancient cities of Vienne, faience, and Fl'virres. 
What a flame wiU it rekindle in the lamp, to snatch a 
bJuBhing grape from the Het-mUage and Cote rati, as I 
shoot by the foot of them 3 and what a fresh spring in 
the blood ! to behold upon the banks advancing and 
retiring, the caatles of romance^ whence com-teous 
knights have whilome rescued the distreaa'd — —and 
see Tertiginou£, the rocks, the mountains, ihs cataracts, 
and all the hurry which Nature is Id with all her great 
works, about her. 

As I went on thus, methought my chaise, the wreck 
of which looked stately enough at the Grst, insensibly 
grew less, and Icsa ia its size ; the freshness of the 
painting was no more — ^ths gilding lost tCs lustre — and 
the whole aJTair appeared so poor in my eyes— ^:o 
sorry! — so contemptible! andj, in a word, so much 
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worse than the abbess of Andouilkti* itself — -that I waa 
juat opening my mouth to give it to the devil — when a 
pejt vamping chaLBe-undpttaker, stepping nimbly across 
the street, demanded if Mocisieur wouEd have hia chaise 

refitted No, no, said I, shaking my head sideways 

— ^WoyM Monsieur chuse to eell it ? rejoined the 
undertaker — With aU my bouI, said I^ — -the iron work 
is worth forty livres — and the glasses worth forty more 
- — and the leather you may take to live ou. 

What a mine of wealth, quoth I, aa he counted me 
the money, has this post-chaise brought me in ? Atid 
thia is my ueua] method of book-keeping, at least with 
the diflaeters of life — ■making a penny of every one of 
'cm as they happen to me 

— —Do, my dear Jcriny, tell the world for me, how 
I behaved under one, the moat oppressive of its kind, 
which could bcfal me as a man, proud aa he ought to 
be of his manhood 

*Ti% enough, saidst thou, coming close up to me, a£ 
I stood with my garters in my hand, reflcctitij upon 

what had not pasa'd "Tis enough, Tr'ntram, and I 

am Batis^ed, saidst thou, whiapcring tlieac words in 
my ear •*** •* ♦••• «»• »«■«••. •««• »• «« 

any other man would have sunk down Co the 

center 

— Every thing is good for HOmethiag, quoth I, 

I'll go into IV/iUi for six weeks, and drink 

goat'a whey — and I'lJ gain sevcji years longer life for 
the accidenti For which reason I think myself inex- 
cusable, for blaming fortune so often as I have done, 
for pelting me all ray Jife long, Jike an ungracious 
ducfie&s, a» I call'd her, with so many ^mall evila: 
eurely, if I have any cause to be angry Mfith her, 'tis 
that she has not sent me great ones — -a score of good 
cursed, bouncing losses, would have been as good as s 
pennon to me. 
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-One of a hundred a year, or so, is all I wish — 

1 would not be at the pbgue of paying land-tax for a. 
larger. 



Cbapter %XV- 

TO those who call vexations, T^EiAtioNSf as 
knowing what they are, there could not be a 
greater, than to be the bci9t part of a day at 
Lyonj, the TTiD&t ppiilent and flourishing city in FramCf 
enriched with the most fragments of artiquity — and not 
be able to sec it. To be withheld upon any account, 
must be a vexatcon ; but to be withheld hy a vexation 
must certainly be, what philosophy justly calls 

VEXATION 

UPON 

VEXATION. 

I had got my two dishes of milk coffee (which by 
the bye is excellently good for a coDSuraptlon, but you 
must boit the jnillt and coffee together — otherwise 'tis 
only coffee and milk) — and as it was no more thj.n 
eight in the morning, and the boat did not go off till 
nooa, I hnd time to See enough of Lyons to tire the 
patience of all the friends I had in the world with iL 
I will take a walk to the cathedral, eaid I, looking at 
my list, and see the wonderful mechanism of thia great 
clock q{ Vippiui q( Ba/i!, in the first place 

Now, of ail things in the world, I underst:ind the 

Jeaat of rncchaniflai 1 have neither genius, or ListCj 

or fancy — and have a brain en entirely unapt for every 
thing of that kind, that I solemnly declare I was never 
yet able to cofnprehend the principSes of motion of a 
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equirrel cage^ or a commflii koife-gridder'e wheel — tho' 
I have many an hour of my life look'd up with great 
devotion at the one — and stood by with as much 
paEience aa any chriutian ever could do, at the 
other ■ 

I'll go aee the surpriaing raovcmentH of this grest 
clock, said I, the very first thing I do : gnd then I vrill 
pay a insit to the great iibrary of the Jesuits, and pro- 
cure, if possible, a sif^ht of the thirty volumes of die 
geaeral hiatory of Ch'ma^ wrote (not in the Tartarean-, 
but) in the Chmese language, and in the Chmese char- 
acter too. 

Now I almost know as little of the Ci&mfff language, 
a3 I do of the mechatltsm of Lif^ius's clock-WOf It ; fio, 
why these should have jostled themselvcB into the two 

first articles of my list 1 leave to the curious as a 

problem of Nature* I own it looks like one of her 
ladyship's obliquities j and they who court her, are 
interested in finding out her humour aa mucb as I. 

Whea these cuiioaitiea are eeen, quoth I, half 
addressing myself to my tiakt de placr, who stood be- 
hind me ^'twill be no hurt if we go to the church of 

St Irerueus^ and see the pillar to which Christ waa tied 

and after that^ the house where Poti/iiu Pilate 

lived 'Twas at the next town, said the vaht de 

plaet — at Viennt ,■ I am glad of it, said F, rising 
briakiy from my chair, and walking across the room 

with strides twice as long as my usual pace "for %q 

much the Eooner shall I be at the Tomb of ths two 
/overt." 

What was the cause of this movemetit, and why I 

took such long Btrides in uttering this 1 might leave 

to the curious too ; but as no principle of clock-work 

is concerned in it 'twill be aa well for the resder if 

I explain it mysclil 
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chapter mi. 

THSKii is a sweet xra In the life of man, 
wht>n (the brda being tender and fibrillouB, and 

more Jike pap thao aoy thing eW] a story 

read of two fond lovers, separated from each other by 

cruel parents, and by atil] more cruel destiny 

jima ndus He 

jlnumda She 

each ignorant of the other'a courae, 
He east 



She^ 



-weHt 



Amandtti taten captive by the Taris, and carried to 
the emperor of Morocco's court, where the princesa of 
Morocco falling in ]ove with him, keeps him twenty 

years in prison, for the love of his jimanda. • 

She — [Amanda) all the time wandering barefoot, 
and with diahevell'd hair, o'er rocks and mountains, 

enquiring for j^mandttf}-^ AmanJas ! Amafiduf ! — 

making every hill and valley to echo back hia name- — — 

Amandui / Amandiis i 

at every town and city, sitting down forlorn at the gate 

-Has Amondus ! — has my Amandus emtcr'd ?- 



till, goi^g round, and rouod, and round the world 

■chance unespected bringing them at the Bame 
moment of the night, though by different ways, to the 
gate of Lyons, tlieir native city, and each in well- 
known accents, calling out aloud, 

Is Amandas \ 

Is my Amanda jf 
they fly into each oither^B arms, aod both drop down 
dead for joy. 

There is a soft ara in every gende raortal*8 life, 
where £uch a story aiTords. more pahuhm to the brain, 



still aJive \ 
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than all the Fnuti^ and Crusiii and RaiU df antiquity, 
which travellers can cook up for it. 

''Twas all that Btuck on the right aide of the 

cullender In my own, of what Span and others, in 
iheir accounts of Lyom, had itrained into it \ and 
Bnding, moreover, id some Itmerary, hut ia what God 

knows That sacred to the fidelity a^ Jimanduj and 

Amanda, a tomh was built without the gates, where, to 
this hour, lorcrs called upon them to attest tlieir truths 

1 never could get into a scrape of that kind in 

ray life, but this tomb of the lo'ctn would, somehow or 

other, come in at die close nay such a kind of 

empire had it egtabjish'd over me, that I could seldom 
think or speak of Lyatts—aad soraetiniM not so mach 
as &ee even a Lyonj-waijicoat, but this remnant of 
BDtiquity would prescct itgelf to my fenqy j and I have 

often said in ray wild way of running on tho' I 

fear with some irreverence "I thought this shrine 

(neglected as it was) as valuable as that of Mecm^ and 
SO little short, except in wealth, of the Santa Casa 
it&elf, that some time or other, I would go a pilgrimage 
(though I hsid no other busiin^BS at I^yotu^ on purpose 
to pay it sl visit." 

In ray hat, therefore, of J^tdenda at Lyoru, thliS, tho' 
hit, — was not, you see, leait ; so taking a dazen or 
two of loagcr strides th^in usual across my room, just 
whilst it passed my brain, 1 walked down caliuily into 
the Bci:fse Cour, in order to sally forth ; and having 
called for ray bill — as it was uncertain whether I 
should return to my inn, I had paid it had more- 
over given the maid ten Boua, aod waa just receiving 
the dernier compliments of Monsieur Le Blanc, for a 

pleasant voyage dowii the RHm when I was 

Btopped at the gate 




Cliytrr nrii- 
»npWAS by 1 poor sb, -mho bad JMt tamed 

liH back, CO aJkct efeoBOsyDiiy UEaip- 

tops ^Da CMWJgli' Win I { MOO. itood OMCMBBg WWM Hm 

vroSoK-ket on tfar ntiilr of Uifr tbtaboU* tad vHk 
fail rvD hinder feet tmnodi the wj lci, ai im knovtog 
TOT vdl iriiafacr be vbs to ^ id or do. 

nvw, *tii an nnmil (be in wbat burry I nuj) I 

camoc bear to saike ihcre is a patieot radunnce 

of nflcriogs, wrote ao oiuffectDdi? ia his loola tad 
canugc, Thich ^cadi so imgbdiy for binit that it 
alvajs diBunu me ; aod to that degTH-, th^t I lio doI 
like m speak tmkiixliy to him : on the contrary^ meet 
him where I will- — whether ia lowo or country — in 
cart or ucder paoci^s — whether iq liberty or boodage 
1 have ever somethiDg cinl to say to htm od my 

a; and as oae word b^ets another (if he hsj aa 
: to do as I) 1 geaeraUy £iU into coarcrution 

with hiro; a-ad surety dctcf is my imagiiiadoQ so busy 
as in framing his responses from the etching* of his 
countenaace — and where those carry me not deep 
enough— — in flying from my own licart ipto his» and 
seeing what is natural for an ass to chink — as well as 
3 man, upon zhc occasion. Ia truth, it is the only 
creature of all the classes of beinga bclaw mc, with 

whom I can do thia: for parroca, jackdaws, &c. 

I never exchange a word with them -nor with the 

apes, &c., for pretty ricar the same reason { they act 
by rote, as the others speak by it^ and cqjually make me 
nlent: nay my dog and my cat* though I value them 

both (and for my dog he would apeak if he could) 

—yet somehow or other, they neither of them possesa 
the talents for conversation 1 can iiia,ke nothing of 
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a discourse with them, beyond ihe proposition, the re^ly, 
and r^oifnt/fr, which termifiated my fithcr'a aod ray 

mother^a conversations, in his beds of jjsirce and 

those uttered ^there'a an end of the dialogue 

— But with an asa, I can comctiuoe for ever. 

Come, Honesly ! said I, seeing it wag impmctlc- 

abJe to paaa bclwixt him and the gate art thou for 

comiog in, or going out? 

The ass twisted hi& head round to Jock ap the 
street 

WeJl- — replied I — We'll wait a minyte for thy driver : 

He turned his head thoughtful about, and 

looked wistfully the opposite way 

I understand thee perfectly, answered I If thou 

takest a wrong step in this affair, he will cudgel thee 

to death Well 1 a minute is but a. minute, and if ic 

savea a felEow- creature a drubbipg^ it ebali not be act 
down as ill spenL 

He w2B eating the stem of an artichoke as this 
di&caurse went on, and in the fittle peevish contenliona 
of nature betwixt hunger aad unsavourtoeES, had dropC 
it out of his mouth half a dozen times, and pick'd it 

up again ^God help thee, Jack .' said I, thou hast 

a bitter breakfast on't — and many a hitter day's labouTj. 

— atid many a bitter blow, I fear, for its wagea 'tis 

all — all bitterness to thee, whatever life is to others. 

And DOW thy mouth, if one knew the truth of it, 

is as bitter, I dare say, as sont — (for he had cast aside 
the stem) and thou hast not a friend perhaps in all this 

world, that will give thee a macaroon. In saying 

this, I pullM Out a pper pf 'era, which I had just 
purchased, and gave him one — and at this moment that 
I am telling it, my heart smites me, that there was 
more of pleasantry in the conceit, of seeing imy an ass 

would eat a macaroon -than of benevolence iq giving 

him ooe, which presided in the act. 
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WbcD the ass had eaten hia maCaroofi, 1 prcss'd 

him to come in the poor heaat was heavy load»l 

his legs seem'd to tremble under him he hung 

rather backwards, and a« I puU'd at hi* halter> it broke 

fihort in my hand he Icxjk'd up pendve 'm my lace 

— "Don't thrash me with it — but if you will, you 
may"^ If I do. said I, I']] be d— ^. 

The word was but ooe-half of it prooouoced, like 
the abbess of jindouiUeis' — (so there was do sin in ii) 
— when a person coming mg let fall a thundering bas- 
tinado iipOD the poor devirs crupper^ which put an 
end to the ceremony. 
Out upon it ! 

cried I ^but the interjection wan equivocal and, 

I think, wrong placed too — for the end of an oster 
which had started out from the contexture of the ass'a 
pdnntcr, had caught hold of my breeches pqcketj as he 
rushM by me, and rent it in the most disastrous direc- 
tion you can imagine —so that the 

Out upoa it 1 in my opimon, should havt come^ in 
here but this I leave to be aettled by 

THE 

REVIEWERS 

OF 

MY QEIEECHES;^ 

which 1 have brought over along with rae for tha? 
purpose. 



Chapter rricfii. 

WHEN ail was set to rights, I came down alajra 
again into the Castf cour with my vaUt tie 
place, in order to salJy out towardii the lonib 
of the two lovers, &c. — and was a second time stopp'd 
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at the gate not by the ass — but by the peraan who 

struck him ; and who, by that timCj had. taken poasea- 
eion (as is not uncommoa after a defeat) of the very 
6pot of grt>crid where the ass stood. 

It was a cDmmissary sent to mc from the post-office, 
with a resciipt in his h^nd far the payment of some siK 
liwres odd sous. 

Upon what account ? said L ^"Tia upon the part 

I of the kingj, replied the Commissary, heaving up hoth 

I hts shoulders- 

My good friend, quoth. I as sure as X am 



I — -and you are you- 



-Aod who are you ? said hc- 



-Don*t 



pmzzle me ; said I. 



But it la an indubitable verity, cantinucd. I, 

addreaaing myself to the commisBary, chaDging oaly 

the form of my aascTeratian that I owe the king 

of France nothing but my good-will { for he IS a very 
honest man, and I wish hira all health and pastime in 
the world 

Pardontissi mat — repHed the cOmmisaary, you are 
indebted to him six iivree four sous, for the next pott 
irom hence to St Fons^ in your route to Avignon — 
which being a past royal, you pay double for the 
horses and postillion — otherwise 'twould have amounted 
to no more than three livrea two sous 

But I don't go by land \ said I. 

^You may if you please j replied the commis- 



sary 

Your most obedietit servant- 

a low bow — 



said I, makiug him 
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By all which it appeafa, quoth I, having read it 

over, a little too rapidly, that if a man sets out in a 
poat-chaifie frora Farii — ^he must go on traTelHng in 
one, aJl the days of hig life — Or pay for it. — -Excuse 
mc, aaid the comrniefiary, the spirit of the ordinance ts 
this — ^That if yon set out with an intention of running 
post from Parij to Avignon, &C., you shall pot change 
that intencioD or mode of travelling, without ^rst satis- 
fycDg the fermiers for two posts further than the place 
you repeot at — and 'tis founded, coutioued he, upon 
this, thit the ketenues are not to &L1 short through 
your Jicifctwtj 

— - — O by heavens ! Cried I — if ficklenea& i& taxable 
in Fraacf — we have nothing to do but to make the best 



peace with you we can- 

AUD so THE PEACE WAS MAUI. J 

■ ■ - And if it ia a bad one — as Tristram Shandy 

laid: the corner-Htone of it — nobody hut Trifirarn Shamiy 
ought to be hanged. 



THOUGH I was senBjble I had said aa many clever 
thinga to the commissary as cime to six livrea 
four 50U8, yet I waa determined to cote dowa the 
impofiition amongst my remarks before I retired from 
the place; so putting my hand into my coat-pocket for 
my remairke-— (which, by the bye, may be a caution to 
travellers to take a little more c:ire of M«r renjafka for 

the future) "ray remarks were jiolat" Never 

did sorry traveller mdie luch a pother and racket 
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about hig remarks as I did about mine, upon the 
occasion. 

HcaveD ! earth! sea! £re 1 cried Ij caJling in 

every thiflg to my aid but what I shoyld —My 

remarks are stolen! — what shall I do? Mr. 



Commifisary ! pray did I drop any remarks, as I stood 
besides yOu ? 

You dropp'd a good many very singular ones ; replied 

he Pugh! Hiiid I, ttose were but a few, not worth 

above six livres two sous — but theee arc a Jarge parcel 

' He shook his head MooBieiir ii Blanc ! 

Madam Le Blatic ! did you see any papers of mine ? — 
you maid of the house ! run up staira — Francois ! run 
up after her 

— I must have my remarks they were the best 

remarke, cried I, that ever were made — the wisest — the 
wittiest — ^What shall I do \ — which way shall I turn 
myself? 

Samho Pan^a, when be losl hlB 363*8 FURNnrURE, did 

DOt exclaim more bitterly. 



WHEN the first transpon was over, aod the 
registers of the brain were beginning to get 
a litde out of the coofiision into which this 
jumble of cross accidents had cast them — it then 
presently occurr'd to me, diat I had left my remarks 
in the pocket of the chaise — and that in sdltng my 
chatse, I had sold my remarks aloHg with it, to the 
chaise^Tsmper. I leave this Toid 

space that the reader may swear into it any oath that 

he is ma9t accustomed to For my own part, if ever 

I swore a ivhoh oath into a vacancy in my life, I think 
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it was into that *w***»***^ said I — and so my 

retnarka through France, which wrre as fd! of wit, ae 
an egg ia full of meat, and as ■veil *or:h four hundred 
guineas, as the gaid egg is worth & peapy — have I been 
seliing here to a chaise-va,raper-^far.four Lauls d'Qn 
— and giving him a poat-chaise (by" heaven) worth aix 
L into the bargain ; had it been to HficL'ii^lw Bechh or any 
I creditable bookseller, who was cither leaving off business, 
W and wanted a post-chaise — or who waa teginnirg it 
I — and wanted niy remarkaj and two or-thr&e guineas 

I along with them^ — I could have borne it i-oiit to a 

I chaise-vamper! — ehew me to him this, moment, J't-zn^ou, 

[ — said I — The valet de place put on his hal, Lnd led 

I the way — and I pull'd off inine^ a5 I pasa'd the cwd- 

k missary* and followed him. 



^Si'iiapttr ^^j^^iiU 



WHEN we arrived at the chaise- vara per'a house, 
both the house and the shop were shut up ; it 
was the eighth of S^ternirpr, tlie nativity of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God — 

Tantarra-ra-tap-tivi-^^ the whole world was 

gone out a May-poUng — frisking hert — capering there 

nobody cared a button for rae or ray remarks ; so 

I sat me down upon & bench by the door, philoaophating 
upon my Condition ; by a better fate than usu^Uy attends 
me, I had not waited half an hour, when the mistress 
came in to take the papilliotes from off her hair, before 

she went to the May-po!ea 

The French women, by the bye, love May-poles, a 

la fol'se — that ia, aa much aa their madna give 'cm 

but a May-pole, whether in Mnyy J'siw, J'w^i or 
Siptemher — they never count the times — - — down it 
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goes 'ds meet} driDk, washing, and lodging to 'em 



-Sad had 



wood 



the Tidl 



fidliCy, an pJease youf 
e scarce in France), to 



worahipa ^ 

aend them but ploilty. of May-poles' 

The wornen .wfjujd set them upj apd when they 
had done, th^y "would dance round them (and the 
men for compa'a^) till they were all blind. 

The wife -ef" the chaise-vamper scepp'd in^ I told 

yoo, to tqlce the papilliotes from off her hair the 

toilet aUitfd^ fitili for no man so she jerk'd off her 

cap» to^&C^Jn witl] them as she open'd the door, in 
doing/wiijch, one of them fell upon the ground ^I 



instantly saw it was my own writing- 
■Q Seigneur ! cried I — you have got all my remarks 

Upon .your head, Madam I J^cn suit &itn morttfiee, 

Baijl-she 'da well, thinks I, they have stuck diere 

.■-W'for could they have gone deepeij they would have 
iA:ade such confusion in a French woman's noddle — 
.She had better have goDC with it onftizled, to the day 
of eternity. 

Tenm. — said she — so without any idea of the nature 
of my Suffering, ahe took them from her curia, and put 

them grayeiy one by one into my hat one was 

twisted this way another twisted that eyl by 

my faith ; and when they are published, quoth I, 

They will be worse twisted still. 



K 



Ck 



ND now for Lippiut't <:]ock 1 said I, with the air 
of a man, who had got thro' all hia difficoltiea 

nothing ca.D prevent us seeing that, and the 

mejr history, &c., except the time, said Francois 
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for 'tis almoBt eleven — Then we must speed the faster, 
eaid I, stridiog k away to the cathcdraL 

I cannat say, in my heart, that it g^ive me any cod- 
ccro in being told by erne of the minor canoasj as I 
was enleriDg the west door, — That L,\pp]sis'i great 
clock was afl out of Jointa, and had not gone for some 

years It will give rne the raore time, thought I, to 

peruee the Chinese history; and besides I shall be able 
to give the world a better account of the clock ia its 
decay, than I etnild have doae is itg floailBhing con- 

dition 

-And so away I posted to the college of the 



Jeauita. 

Now it ia with the project oF gettiog a peep 3t the 
hiatory of China in Chaese characters — as with many 
othera I could meation, which strike the fancy only at 
a distance ; for an J came nearer and neafec to the 
pobt— my blood coord — the freak graduailly went off", 
till at length I would not have given a cherryataae to 

have it gratified The truth wasj my time was 

short, and my heart Mras at the Tomb of the Lovers 

■ 1 wish to God, said I, as I got the rapper in my 

hand, that the key of the library may be but last; it 
fell out as well 

For all the Jesuits bad gat the cholic^-and to that 
degree, as never was known In the memory of the 
oldest practitioner. 



AS I knew the geography of the Tomb of the 
^^ Lovers, as well as if I had lived, twenty years 
in Lyonif namely, that it was upon the turning 
of my right hajid, juet without the gate, leading to the 
FauxSaarg de Faite 1 dispatched Franqolt to the 
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boat, that 1 might pay the honnage I ao long ow'd it, 
without a witness of my -weakneaa — I walk'd with all 

imaginable joy towards the place^ when I saw the 

gate which intercepted the tomb, ray heart glowed 
within me— ^ 

— Tender and faithful apiritai cried I, addressing 
myself to j^mandut and Amanda — long — long have I 
tarried to drop this tear upon your tomb— — ^I come 
1 come ■ 

When I came — there waa no tomb to drop it upon.. 

What wouid I have given for my uticle Tobyt to 
hav^ whistled Lillo bullero ! 



Chapter ^IL 

NO matter how, or in what mood — but I flewirom 
the tomb of the lovers — or rather I did not fly 
from it^ffor there was no such thing exiating) 
^nd just gDt cime enough to the boat to save my 
passage ; — and ere I had aailed a hundred yards, the 
Rhone and the Saon met together, and carried nie 
^down merrily betwixt them. 

But I have described this voyage down the RhSntf 

before I made it 

" So now I am at j^vi^m, and as there h notbiag 

to see but the old house, in which the duke of Orniond 
resided, and nothing to stop me but a ^hort remark 
upon the place, tn tliree minutes you will see me cross- 
ing the bridge upon a mule, with Francois upon a horse 
with my portmanteau behind him, and the owner of 
both, striding the way before ue, with a Jong gun upon 
his shoulder, and a sword under hia arm, lest perad- 
venture we should run away with his cattle. Had you 
eecQ my breeches in entering Avigmnt Though 
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you'd have seen them better^ I think, as I mounted— 
you would not haye thought the precaution amiss, or 
found in your heart to have takcD it in dudgeon ; for 
my own part, I took it most kindly j and determined 
to make him a preaent of them, wJien we got to the 
end of our journey, for the trouble they had put htm 
to, of arming himself at all points against them. 

Before I go further, Jet me get rid of my remark 
upon Avignorif which is this: That X tliink it wrongj, 
noereiy because a man's hat has been blown off hia 
head by chance the first night he cornea to jivignoUf 

• that he should therefore flay, " j^vignaa is lopre 

subject to high winds than any town in all Frame t'^ 
ioT which reaaoa I laid do stress upon the accident till 
I had enquired of the maatef of the inn about it, who 
telling me seriously it was so and hearirg, more- 
over, the windinesa o£ Avignon spoke of in the country 

about aa a proverb 1 set it down, merely to ask 

the learned what can be the cause- — - — the consequence 
I saw — for they are all Dukes, Marquisses, and Counts, 

there the duce a Baroo, in all Jivignon so that 

there is scarce any talking to them on a windy day. 

Prithee, friend, said I, take hold of my mule for a 

moment for I wanted to pull off one of my jack- 

bcx]t3, which hurt my heel — the man was standing 
quite idle at the door of the inn, and as I had takea it 
into my head, he waa someway concerned about the' 
house or stable, I put the bridle into his hand — so 
begun with the boot : — when I had finished the affair, 
I turned about to take the mule from the man, and 
thank him 

■ ^But Monjiatr le Murqms had walked in -* 
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I HAD now the whole south of France, from tha 
b^ioks of the Rhafie to those of the GaronrUf to 
traTcrBe upon my mule at my own leisure^d/ By* 

civn Idiure for I had left Death, the Lord knows 

and He only — hoW fer behind me *' I have 

followed iriatiy a man thro* Fraiue, quoth he — but 

never at this mettlesome rate." Still he followed, 

and BtUl I fled him hut I fl«l him chearfuUy 

still he pursued — -^-buc, like one who pursued 

hia prey without hope as he lagg'd, every step he 

last, eoften'd his looks— ^ — -why ohould 1 &y him at 
this rate i 

So notwithstanding all the commissary of the post- 
ofHce had aaid, I changed the mode of my travelling 
once more { and, after so precipitate and rattling a 
course aa I had run, I Hatttred my fancy with thinking 
of ray mulci and that I should traverae the rich plains of 
Lsngoedac upon his back, aa slowly as foot could fall. 

There is nothing more pleasing to a traveller- or 

more terrible to travel -writers, than a large rich plain j 
especially if it is without great rivers or bridges ; and 
presents nothing to the eye, but one unvaried picture 
of plenty : for after they have once told you, that 'ria 
delicious ) or ddightful I (as die case happens) — that 
the soil was grateRil, and that nature pours out all her 
abundance, Sec. . . . they have then a large plain upon 
their hands, which they know not what to do with — 
and which is of little or do use to them but b> carry 
them to ftome town j and that town, perhaps oF little 
more, but a new place to start from to the naxt. plain 
and 80 on, 

— ^This is niofit terrible work; jydge if I don't 
manage my plains better. 
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I Had not gone above two ]e.igiiefl and a half, 
before the mm with his gun began to look at 
his priming. 
I had three several times loiter'd terribly behind ; 
half a mile at lease every time ; once, in deep con- 
ference with a drum -maker, who was making drums 
for the fairs of Baiuraira and Taroscanit — I did ngc 

understand the principles 

The second timej I caanot so properly say, I otopp'd 
■ for meetine a couple of Frandscani straitened more 



for time than myself, and not being able to get to the 

bottom of what I was about 1 had Eurn'd back with 

tliem 

The third, was an affair of trade with a gossip, for a 
hand-basket of Provence liga for four soaa ; this would 
hare been transacted at OnCej but for a Case of con- 
science at the close of it ; for when the figs were paid 
for, it turn'd otit» that there were two dozen of eggs 
cover'd over with vine-leaves at the bottom of the 
basket- — as I had no intention of buying eggs — I made 
no sort of claim of them — as for the space they had 
occupied — what eignified it ? I had figa enow for my 
money 

■ — But it was my intention to have the basket' — it was 
the gossip'a intention to keep it, without which, she 

couJd do nothing with her eggs and urlesa I had 

the basket, 1 could do as little with my figs, which 
were too ripe already, and most of 'em burst at the 
Bide : this brought on a short contention, which 
terminated in sundry proposals, what we should both 
do 

How we disposed of our eggs and figa, I defy 

you, « the Devil hiniAflf, had he not been there 
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(which I am persuaded he was), to farm the least 
probable canjecture : You will read the whole of it 

^ not thJB year, for I am hastening to the story 

of my uncle To&yi amours — but you will read it in the 
collection of those which have arose out of the journey 
across this pkio^-and which> therefore, I call my 



FI.AIH STORIES. 

How fkr my pen has been fatigued, like those of 
other travellers, in this jouroey of it, over so barren a 
track — the world muat judge — hut the tracea of it, 
which are now all set o' vibrating together this moment, 
tell me "^tis the most fruitful and busy period of my 
life ; for as I had made no convention with my man 
with the gun, as to time — by stopping and talking to 
every soul I met, who was not in a full trot — ^joining 
all parties before me— waiting for every aoul behind' — 
hailing all those wlio were comiii£ throagli cross-roads 
— arresting all klods of beggars, pilgrims, fiddlers, friara 
not pasising by a woman in a mulberry-tree with- 
out commeudiiig her legs, and tempting her into 

CQQrefsatEQH with a pinch of anuff In short, by 

Bfiiziag every handle, of what size or shape aoeper* 
which chauce held out to me in this journey — I turned 
my ^/din into a ci/y — I waa always in company, and 
with great variety loo ; and as my mule loved society 
as much as myself, and had some proposals always on 
his part to offer to every bea&t he met — I am Coafidcnt 
we could have passed through Pall-Mall^ or St James' j- 
Street for a mouth together, with fewer adventurea — 
aad aecD less of human nature. 

O ! there is that sprightly frankness, which at once 
unpins every plait of a Langutdocian* t dicss — that what- 
«rer is beneith it, it look? so like the Bimplicity which 
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pOHs t\ng of !a better days — I will delmif my ^Qcy» 
and beUeve It is ao. 

*Tvas io the road betwixt Nttmer and Xtm«/, wherr 
there is the best MascaSt6 wine id &II France, and 
which by the bye beloDgs 10 the honest caTions of 
McfNTPELUiK — and foul befal the man who has drank 
it at their table, who gradges them a drpp of it, 

^The Bun was set — they had done their work j 

the Dynipha had tied up their hair afresh — and the 

twaJDs were preparEng for a carousal ray mule made 

a dead point 'Tts the fife and tabourin^Baid I > 

I'rn firigbtea'd to death, quoth he They are running 

at the Tiflg of pleasure, said I, giving him 3 prick 

By saint Boo^jr, gcd all the saints at the back&ide of 
the door of purgatory, said he — (making the jame 
resolution with the ablsesse of ^n/Ajui/Zr/r) I'll not go 

a step further 'Tis very well, air, aaid I 1 

never will argue a point with one of your family, as 
long aa I live; so leaping off hifl back, and kicking off 
one boot into this ditch, and t'other into that — I'll take 
a daoGCj said I — so stay you here. 

A sun-burnt daughter of Labour rose up from the 
group? to meet me, as I advanced towards them ; her 
hair, which was a dark chesnm approaching rather to n 
black, was tied up io a knot, all but a single tress. 

We want a cavalier, said Bhe» holding out boLh her 
hands, as If to offer them — And a cavalier ye shall 
have ; said [, taking hold of both of them. 

Hadst thou, Nsnmffe, been array'd like a dutchesseJ 

But that cursed slit in thy petdcoat ! 

Nannette cared not for it. 

We could not have done without youj said she, letting 
go one haniJi, with self-taught politeneas, leading me up 
with the other. 

A lame youths whom ApQlto had recompensed with 
a pipe, and to which he had added a tatwurid of his 
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own accord, ran sweetly Ortr the prelutle, as he n^t upon 

the bank- Tie me up this tress instantly, said 

NannittCj putting a piece of string into my hand — It 

taught me \o forget I was a stranger -The ■whole 

knot fell down- We had been seven year& acquainted. 

The youth Htmck the note upon the tabourin — hia 

pipe followed, and off we bounded " the duce take 

that slit! " 

The sister of the youth, who had stolen her voice 

from hearen> aung alternately with her brother 

'twas a Goicssgne roundfiky. 

VIVA LA JOIA! 
FIDON LA TKISTESSA ! 

The nympha joiu'd m unison, and their awains an 
octave below them 

I wodd have given a crown to have it sew'd up — 
Nannelte would opt have given a sous — F^iva la Jeia ! 
waa to her lips — Fiva ia Jo'ia / was in her eyes. A 
transient spark of amity shot across the apace betwixt 

us^ She look'd amiable! Why could I not live, 

and ead my days thus ? Jwt Disposer of our joys and 
fiorrowBj cried I, why could not a man sit down in the 

lap of content here and dance, and sing, and say his 

prayera, and go to heaven with this nut-brown maid? 
C&priciousJy did elie bend her head on one aide, and 
dance up insidious-- — Then 'tia time to dance off, quoth 
I ; BO changing only prtnera and tunes, I danced it 

away from Lunr/ to Mffntpellkr from thence to 

Pes^nas, BesiSeri^ ^I danced it along through Nar- 

tonncj Carcassoa, and Castle Naadmry, till at Jast I 
danced myielf into PerdriUo^s paviUion, where pulling 
out a paper of black lines, that I might go on su-aighc 
forwards, without digreasion or paremheaia, in my uncle 
Taby*i amours 

I begun thus 



BOOK VIII. 



_^UT softly for in these sportive plains, 

£]j and under this genial sun, where at this 
instant all &csh is ninniiig out piping, 
fiddling, aod dancing to the vintage, and every step 
that's taken, the ^dgment is Burpriacd by the imagi- 
mtioQ} I defy, mat with standing all that haa been said 
upon iSratght lines * in Gundry pag(^B of my book — I 
defy rfje best cabbage plfinter that ever existed, whether 
he plants backwards or forwards, it makes little differ- 
ence in the account (except that he will have more to 
an&wer for in the one case than in the olher)^ — ■! defy 
him to go on coolly, crittcatly, and canonically, planting 
his cabbages one by one, in straight lines, and atoical 
diEtanccH, especially if slits tn petUcpatsi are unscw'd up 
— without ever and anon straddling out, or oidling into 

some bastardly digression In Frecze-land^ Fog-land, 

and Bome other knda I wOt of — it may be done 

But in this clear climate af fantasy and perspiration, 
where every idea, sensible and insensible, gets vent — in 
thia land, my dear Eugmaj — in this fertile land of 
chivalry and romance, where 1 now sit, unskrewing my 
ink-horn to write my uncle Tohfi amaurs, and with all 

" Vid. pp. 44-+6. 
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the meaLders of Juwa's track in quest of her Djegoj in 
full view of ray study window — it thou coraest nest and 
takeet me by tbe hand 

What a work it is likely to turn out I 

Let Ls begin it. 



CNptec i{. 

IT is with LOTE aa with cucioi-mm 
But DOW I am talking of beginning 3. book, 
and have Joog had a thing upon my mind to be 
imparted to the reader, which;^ if EOt imparted now, 
can never be imparted to him as long as I Lve {whereas 
the COMPARISON may be imparted to hira any hour in the 
dsyl — — -I'll just mcDtlon itj ^nd begin in gOod earnest. 

The thing is this. 

That of all the several ways of beginning a book 
which are now in practice thraughout the known world, 

I am confident my own way of doing it is the be&t- 

X'th Byre it is the most religious for I begin with 

writing the first sentence and trusting to Almighty 

God for the seconds 

'TwoTild Cure an author for ever of the fi:ss and folly 
of opening his 8tri?ct-daor» and calling in his neighbours 
and friends, and kinsfalk) with the devil and all his 
imps, with their hammei^ and engines, &c., only to 
observe how one sentence of mine follows another, and 
how the plan follows the whole. 

I wisb you saw me half starting out of my chair, 
with what confidence, as I grasp the elbow of it, I Jook 

up catching the idea, even soraetimea before it 

half way reaches me 

I believe in my canscience I intercept many a thought 
which heaven intended for another man. 
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me- no 

-I wish I 



Pope and his Portrait* are foola to 
martyr is ever so full of faith or fire — 
codd Say of good works too- but I have no 

Zeal or Anger-^ or 

Anger or Zeal 

And till gods apd men agree together to call it by the 

Kinie name the erraotest Tajituffe, In science — 

in polidcs^-ar in religtOD^ shall aever kiadle a apark 
%vithiii me^ or have a worse word, or a more imklcLd 
greetiog} than what he will re^ad ip the next chapter. 



€&apter iij. 

Bon jour ! good morrow! so you have 

got your cloak on betimes ! but 'tia a cold morning, 

and yOB judge the matter rightly 'tis better to be 

well mounted, than go o'' foot and obstructions in 

the glands are dangerous- .And bow goea it with thy 

concubine — thy wife, — and thy little onee o' both aidea ? 
and when did you hear from the old gentleman and 

lady — your sister, aunt, uncle, and cousiaH 1 hope 

they have got better of their colds, coughs, claps, 
tooth-aches, fevers, stranguriesj ficiacicae, Bwelling^, sod 
sore eyes. 

—What 3 devil of an apothecary ! to take ho 

much blood— give such a viie purge — puke — poultice — 

plaiater — night-draught — clyster — blister i And 

why so many grains of calomel:? eanta Maria! and 
such a dose of opiam ! pencil tating, pardi 1 the whole 

family of ye, from head to tall By my great-aunt 

jyinah'i old black velvet maak ! I think there waa do 
Dccaeion for it. 

Now thtB being a little bald about the chin, by 
• Vid, Popi'i Portrait. 
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freqnently puttiflg off and on, before she was got mth 
child by the COSChmaD — cDt one of Our famiiy would 
wear it after. To cover the mask afre&h, w^ more 

than tbe mask, was worth aod to wear a mask 

wbich was bald, or which could be half eeea thrOugh^ 
wan as bad as haring no mask at all- 

Thia is the rrasoo, may it please your reTcrences, that in 
all our numerous family, for these four generationa, we 
count no more than otie archbishop, a Welti judge^ Bome 
three or four aldermen, and a single mouDtebank 

In the eixteendi ceotury} we boa&t of no less thnn a 
dozen alchemists. 



dtajitfr I'd. 

" T T IB with Love aa with Cuckotdom *' the 

J^ BufferiDg party is at least the tbinif but generally 

the last in the house who knows any thing about 

the matter: this comes, as ail the world knowsj from 

having half a dozen words for ooe thing ; and so long, 

as what in thia vessel of the human frame, is Love — 

may be Hatredf m that Sentiment half a yard 

higher and Nansmse no. Madam, — • 

not there 1 mean at the part I am now pointing to 

with my forefinger -how can we help ourselves ? 

Of all mortal, and immortal men tdo, if yOu please, 
who ever gnliloquiz<?d upon this mystic subject, my 
uncle Toby was the worst fitted, to have push'd his 
teficarchefi, thro' sach a contendpQ of feelings ; and bc 
had iafaUibly let them alt run on, as we do worse 

matters, to see what they would turn out had not 

Srfdgrt*! prC-notiii cation of them to Smann^h, and 
Suiaitnah*! repeated manifestoes thereupon to all the 
world, made it necessary for my uncle Toby to look 
ioio the affair. 
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Chapter b* 



WHY weavers, gardenpisj and gladiators — or a 
man with a pined leg (proceeding from Bome 
aiimect in the Jho/) — shouJd ever have had 
same tender oymph breaking her heart in secret for 
them, are pointa well and duly actilcd and accounted 
for, by ancient and modern physiologiala. 

A water -drinker J provided he is a profess'd one, 
and does it without fraud or covin, is precisely in the 
same predicament : not that, at 5rsl sight, there is any 
COn»ec[yenCet or show of logic in it, "That a fill of 
col^d water dribbling through my inward parts, should 
light up a torch in ray Jenny's — ** 

^Xhe proposiUpn does not strike one ; on the 

contrary, it seems to run opposite to the natural work- 
ings of causes and effects 

But it shewa the weakness and imbecility of humaa 
reason. 

-"Aod in perfect good health with it?" 



— ^The most perfect, — Madam, that friendship her- 
self could wish me 

** And drink nothing ! — nothing but water ? " 
— Impetuous fluid ! die moment thou presaest 
against the flood-gates of the brain see how they 



gtve way! -- 

In swims Curiosity, beckoning to her damsels to 
follow^ — they djve into the centre of the current- 

Fancy eits musing upon the bank, and with her eyes 
fallowing the scream,, turns straws and bulrushes into 

masts snd bowsprits And De^sike, with vest held 

up to the knee in one hand, snatches &t them^ as they 
swim by her with the other 

O ye water-drinkers I is it then by this delusive 
fountain, that ye have so often governed and turn'd 
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thiB world about like a mill-wheel — grinding the facea 

of the impoteat — bepo\vdering their riba — bepeppering 

their doscs, and changing sometimes even the very 

frame and face of nature 

If I waa you» quoth Torsek, I would drink raOfe 

water, Eugeniut — And, if I was you, Torici, replied 

Eugeniuf, &o would I. 

Which shews they had both read Lsnginuf 

For my Dwn part, I am resolved never to read any 

book but my owa, as long as I li-re. 



I WISH my ynde Toly had bceti a 'water-dnriker; 
for then the thing had been accounted for. That 
the Arat moment Widow JVadman saw him, ahe 
felt something gtifring wlthifi her in his favour — 
Something ! — something. 

- — Something perhaps more than friendship — less 
than love — something — no matter what — no matter 
where — I would not give a single hair off my mule's 
taiJ, and be obliged to pkck it off myself (indeed the 
villain has not many to spare, and is not a little ticioub 
into the bargain), to be let by your worships into the 

oecret^ 

But the truth is, my uncle Toby waa not a watcr- 
I drinker; he drank it neither pure nor mix'd, or any 
mow, or any where, except fortuitously upon some 
advanced posts, where better liquor was not to be had 

' or during the time he was under cure ; when the 

Burgeon telling hftn it would extend the fibres, and 

bring them sooner into contact my uncle To^ 

drank it for quietneaa sake. 

Now HB all the world knows, that do effect in naturip 
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can be produced without a cause, and sa it is as well 
knowa, that my uncle Tahy was neither a weaver— a 

gardener, or a gladiator unless as a captain, you 

will needs have him one— but then he was oaly a 
captaia of foot — and besides, the whole is an equi- 
vocation There is nothing left for us to suppose, 

but that my uDcle Toby's leg -but that will avail us 

little in the present hypothesiSj unless It had proceeded 
from some ailment in the foot — whereaa his Jcg was not 
emaciated from any disorder in hi& foot — for my uncle 
Tchy'j leg was Qot emaciated at aJl. It was a little 
Btiff and awkward, from a total disuse of it, for the 
three years he lay contined at my father's house in 
town ; but it was plump and muscular, and in all other 
respects as good and promisiag a leg as the other. 

I declare, 1 do not recollect any one opinion or 
passage of my life, where my understanding was more 
at a loss to make ends meet, and torture the chapter I 
had been writing, to the service of the chapter follow- 
ing it, than in the present case : one would think I 
took a pleasure in running into difficultiea of this kind, 
merely to make fresh experitnema of getting out of 'em 

Inconiitderate soul that thou art I What! are not 

the unavoidable diatressea with which, 3b ^n author and 

a man, thou art hemni'd in on erery side of thee — 

are they, Triiiram, not suflicient, but thou must en- 
tangle thyaeJf still more ? 

Is it not enougti that thou art in debt, and that thou 
hast ten cart-loads of thy fifth and sixth volumes* 
Btill — sti[l unsold, and art almost at thy wit's ends, 
how to get them off" thy hands i 

To this hour art thou not tormented with the vile 

SEthma tlut tliou gattest in skating a^ainJit the wind in 

Flanders ? and is it but two montha ago, that in a fit 

of hughter, on seeing a cacdiual make water like a 

' Altuding to ihe first edician. 
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quirister (with both hands) thou brakest a veascl in 
thy lungs, whereby, in two hours, thoa lofit as many 
quarts of blood ; and hadst thou lost as much more, 

diii dot the faculty tell thee it would have 

araountid to a gallon ? 



lt'\tn^ttv tail. 

— —But for heaTen'fl flake, l*t vb not talk of quarts 
or gallons — —let us take the story straight before ub j 
it 18 so nice and intricate a one, it will scarce bear the 
transpoeition of a single tittle; and, somehow or other, 
you have got me thrust almost into the middle of it — 

— I beg we may take more care. 



MY uncle Toiy and the corporal had posted down 
with so raiich heat and precipitation, to take 
poBsession of the spot of ground we have so 
often spoke of, in order to open their cajupaigo aa 
early as the rest of the allies ; that they had forgot one 
of the most neceasary articles of the whole affair ; it 
waa neither a pioneer's spade^ a pickax, or a shorel — 

— It Waa a bed to lie on : so that as Shandy-Hall 
was at thiit time unftjrniBhed ; and the little inn where 
poor Lc Fever died, not yet built \ my uncle Toirf was 
constrained to accept of a bed at Mrs IVadman^Sj for a 
night or two, rill corporal Trim (who to the character 
of an excellent valet, groom, cook, sempster,. aurgeon, 
and engineer, superadded that of an excellent uphol- 
Bterer too), with the help of a carpenter and a couple 
of taylors, coostructed one in my uncle Toliy'i houae. 
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A daughter of -Eva, for such was widow (Vadm^n^ 
and 'uH all the character I intend to give of her — 

— *• Thai she tvat a prf/td woman — " had better 
be fifty leagues off-— or in her warm bed — or playing 
with a case-knife — or any thing you please — than make 
a maq the object of her attention, when the house and 
all the furniture ia her own* 

There ta nothing in it out of doors and in broad 
day-light, where a woman has a power, physically 
speaking, of viewing a man in more lights than one — - 
but here, for her soul, she can ece him in no light with- 
out mixing BOmething of her own gOods and chiattejs 

along with him til] by reiterated acts of such com-> 

biaadoD, he gets foisted into her inventory 

— And then good night. 

But this is not matter of Svstem ; for I have de- 
livered that above nor is it matter of Breviary 

for I make no man's creed but my own nor 

matter of Fact at least that I know of} but 'tia 

matter copuktir^ and introductory to what fqllowa. 



Cbapter iu 

I DO not apeak it with regard to tlic coarsenesa or 
cleanness of thcni — or the strength of their gusseia 

'but pray do not night-ahifis differ from day- 

shiRa as much in this particular, as in any thing elae in 
the World ; That they ao far exceed the Otheta ifi length, 
that when you are laid down in them, they fall almost 
as much below the feet, as the day-shtfta fall short of 
themf 

Widow SFadman*i night-shifts (as was the mode I 
BuppOHc in King IVtittamj and Queen Anne't teign&) 
were cut however after this faahtoo ; and if the faflhioQ 
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it changed (for in //d/f tbey are come to docMi^) 

so nmch the worse for the public ; cbej were two 

Fiemuh eilf and 3 half in lengtb x so that lowing a 
moderate woman two tM%, itte had half an ell to «pare» 
to do what Ebe would with. 

Now frooi oae little indulgence gained after ajaotfaer, 
in the mao y bleak aod decemberly nights of a seven yeara 
wtdoiwhood, things had insensibly come to thia pa3S» 
and for the two last yeaia had got estabiish'd into one 
of the Ordinances of the bed-chamber — ^That 3$ BOOti 
a« Mrs Wadmas wu put to bed, and had got her tegs 
stretched down Eo the bottom of it, of which she always 
gave Bridgti Dodc^-^Bi-idge/f^ with all suitable decofnui, 
having first opec'd the bed-doaths at the feet, took hold 
of the half-clI of cloth we are speaking of, and hariog 
genUy, and with both her hands, drawa it downwards 
to its fiirtheet exte^nsion, and then contracted it again 
Bide-long by four or five even pJaits, she took a large 
corking pin Out of her sieevcj and with the point 
directed towards her, pionM the plaits all fast together 

a Httle above the hem ; which done, she tuck'd all irj 
tight at the feet, and wished her mistress a gocxl night. 

This was coDstant, aad without any other vaiiadon 
than this ; that On shivering and tempestuous nights, 
when Bridget untuck'd the feet of the bed, &c., to do 

this she consulted no thermometer but that of her 

own pasBioDB ; and eo performed it BtandiDg — koeelicig 
— or squatting, according to the diiferent degrees of 
faith, hope, and chanty, she wa^ in, and bore towards 
her mtstre&s that night. In every Other respect, the 
etiquitu was sacred, and might have vied with the most 
mechanical one of the most inflexible bed-chamber in 
Chrlsirndftm, 

The first Qight, as aoon as the corporal had con- 
ducted my uncle Tohy up stairs, which was about ten 
Mrs IVadman threw herself into her arm-chair^ 
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and Crwsing her left knee with her right, ivhidi 
formed a resting-place for her elbow, she reclio'd her 
cheek upon the palm of her hand;,, ^ml ieaoing forw^rda, 
ruminated till midaight upon bath sides of the queadon. 

The second night she went to her bureau, and having 
ordered Briiiget to bring her up a couple of fresh 
candbs and leave them upon the table, she took out 
her marriage-settlement, and read it over with great 
devotioD : and the third night (which was the last af 
my uncle Teby'i stay) when Brldgtt had puU'd down 
the night-shift, and was assaying to stick in the corking 
pin-^ 

With a kick of both heels at once, but at the 

same time the raoff. natural kick that cauld be kick'd 

in her situation "for suppoaing •••••» 

* * * to be the sun in its meridian, it was a north-east 

kick sJie kick'd the pia out of her fingera the 

etiquette which huDg upon it, down down it fclt to 

the ground, and was shirer'd into a [housand atoms. 

From all which it W2£ plain thit widow Wadmati 
Was in Iotc with my uncle i'^Ay. 



'Y uncle Toby't head at that time was fiiU of 
other matters, so that it was not till the 
demolition of Dunkirk, when all the other 
civilities of Europe were settled, that he found Idsui-e 
to return this. 

This made an armistice (that is, speaking with regard 
to my uncle Toby — but with reflpcct to Mrs Wadmati, 
a vacancy) — of almost eleven years. But tn all cases 
of this nature^ as it is the secoad blow, happen at what 
distance of time it will, which makes the fray 1 
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chase for that reason to call these the amoLrs of my 

1 uncle Teby with Mrs fV^dman, rather than the amours 
of Mre Wa/iman with my uncle Tohj. 
This is not a distinction without a diiferfnce. 

It is not like the affair of an old hat cock'd and a 

cBck'd old hal^ about which your Kreretices haife so 

ofieo been at odds with one another hut there is a 

difference here in the nature of things- 



And let me tell you, gentry, a wide one too. 



Chapter pi. 

NOW aa -widow Wadman did love my uncle Toly 
-and my uocle Tshy did not love widow 

Wadman^ there Was nothing for widow Wadman 

CO do, but to go on and love ray uncle Toijr nr let 

it alone. 

Widow Wadman would do neither the oae or the 
other, 

GraciouB heaven I but 1 forget 1 am a littie 

of her temper myself; for whenever it so falls out, 
which it sometimes dpes about the equinoxesj that an 
earthly goddess is so much tliis, and that, and t'other, 

thai I cannot eat my breakiast for her and that she 

careth not three halfpence whether I eat my breakfast 
or no— — 

Curse on her I and so I send her to Torlaryt and 

from Tartary to Terra del Fuoga, and so on to the 
devtl : in fihort, there is not an infernal nitch where [ 
do not uke her divinityship and stick it. 

But as the heart is tender, and the passions In these 
tides ebb and flow ten times in a minute, I instantly bring 
her back again ; and aa I do all things in extremes, I 
place her in the very cenCie of the milky-way — ■ — 
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ErightcGt of stars ! thou wilt shed thy influence upon 
Borae one 

'The duce take her and her influeoce too 

for at that word I lose all patience much good may 

it do himl— — -By al! that ia hirsute and gashlyl I 
cry, taking off my fiirr'd cap^ and twistmg it round my 

linger 1 would not give sixpence for a dozen 

fiuch ! 

-But 'tis an excellent cap too fputting it upon 



my head, and pressing it close to my ears) — and warm 
— and aoEt ; especially tf you stroke it the right way — 

but alas ! that wilJ never be my luck (so here my 

philosophy is shipwreck'd again). 

No 5; I shall never have a dinger in the pyc (so 

here I break my metaphor) 

Cniat and Crumb 

Inside and out 

Top and bottom 1 detest it, I hate it, I re- 
pudiate it — ■- — Fm fiick at the sight of it- 



'Tla all pepper, 
garhck, 
ataragen, 
aalt, 2nd 
devil's dung- 



-by the grrat arch-cook of 



cooks, who does nothing, I think, from morning to 
nightj but sit down by the fire-aide and invent inflam- 
matory dishes for us, I would not touch it for the 

world 

-0 Tristram ,' Trutrsm J cried Jenny. 



Jenny / Jenny ! replied I, and eo went on with 
the twelfth chapter. 
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-"Not towch it for the world," did I uay- 



Lord, how I have heated my imaginaciaa with thjei 
metaphor ! 



WHICH shews, let your revereoces and wor- 
ehips toy what you wiJl of it {for aa for 

thinking all who do think — think pretty 

mucli alike both upon it and other matters) Love 

is certainly, at least alphabetically speaking, one of the 
inoac 

A gitadng 
B ewttching 

C on founded 

D evilish affairG of life the moet 

E xtravagant 

F utilitous 

G alligaskinish 

H andy-dandyiah 

I racunduloua (there la do K to it) and 

L yrical of all human passions : at the aame time, 
the moit 

M isgtving 

N idayhamnnering 

O batipsdng 

F ragmatical 

S tridLilQUB 

R idiculous—though by the bye the R should have 
£one first — But in ehort 'tis of such a nature, as my 
father once told my uncle Toby upoa the close of a 
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long dissertation upon the subject ** You can Bcarcc," 

aaid he, "combine two ideas together upon it, brother 

Toijf, without aa hypallagifi" What e that ? cti«i 

my uncle Todj, 

The cart before the horse, replied my father 

^Aad what ia he to do there J cried JOy Uftcle 

Tciy 

Nothiag, ;|uoth my father^ but to get in or let it \ 

alone. 

Now wtdow Wadman, as I told you before, would 
do neither the one or the other. 

She stood however ready hsrde&sed ai]d capariaODcd 
at all points, to -watch accideoca. 



THE Fates, who certainly all foreknew of theae 
amours of widow fi^adman aod my uncle 
Tohy^ had, from the first creation of matter and 
motion (and with more courtesy than they usually do 
things of this kind), established such a chain of causes 
and effects hanging so fast to one another, that it was 
EcarcB possible for my uncle Tohy to have dwelt in 
any other houee in the world, or to have occupied 
aoy other garden in ChrittenJom, but the very house 
and garden which join'd and laid parallel to Mrs 
Wadmar^s i this, with the advantage of a thickset 
arbour in Mrs Wadman's garden, but planted in the 
hedge-row of my uncle Toiyr, put all the occasions 
into her hands which Love-mrlitancy wanted ; ahe 
could ohsprve my uflcle T^ly'j motions, and was 
miAtreES likewise of bii councils of war ; and aa his 
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unsuspecting heart had given leave to the corporal, 
through the mediation of Bridgrf, to make her a 
wicker-gate of communicatioQ to enlarge her wa.Jks, it 
enabled her to carry on her approaches to the very 
door of the aeotry-box ; aad aomedmes out of grati- 
tude, to make an attack, and endeavour to blow my 
uncle Toiy up in the very aentry-box itself. 



IT 18 a great pity but 'tis certain from every 
day'^ observatioD of man, that he may be set on 
fire like a candle, at either end — provided there is 
a Bafficienc wick ataoding out ; If there ia not — there's 
an end of the affair ; and if there Is — by lighting it at 
the bottom, as the flame Id that case hag the misfortune 
geoeiaUy to put out Itself — there's an end of the afFair 
again. 

For my part, could I always have the ordering of it 
which way I would be burnt myself — for I caauot 
bear the thotighta of being burnt like a beast — I wf»utd 
oblige a housewife constandy to light me at the top ;. for 
then I ehauld burn dowa deceatly to the socket ; that 
18, from my head to ray heart, froiH my heart to my 
liver, from my liver to my bowels, and so on by the 
meaeraick veins and arteries, through all the turns and 
lateral insertions of the inteBtiaes and their tunicles EO 
the blind gut 

1 beseech you, doctor Shj/, quoth my uncle 

Tsb^f interrupting htmi as he mentioned the ihnd guty 
in a discourse with my father the night my mother was 

brought to bed of me 1 beseech yoUj quoth my 

uncle Toby, to tell me which is the blind gut ; for, old 
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as I am, I vow I do not know to this day where it 
lies. 

The bUnd guf, answered doctor Slapt liea betwixt 
the liion and Colon 

In a man } said my father. 

'Tie precisely the oamej cried doctor Sl^t in a 

woman. 

Thsit's more than I know ; quoth my father. 



-And so to make Bure of both sygtemsj Mrs 
fVadmon predetermined to light my uncle Taly neither 
at this end or that ; but, like z prodigal's candle, co 
light him, if possible, at both eads at once. 

Now, through all the lumber rooma of raiJitary 
furniture, including both of horse and foot, from the 
great arsenal of Venice to the Tover of London 
(exclusive), if Mrs Wadman had been rummaging for 
eeven years together, aad with Br'idgtt to help herj. ehe 
could not have found any one blind or matstelet so fit for 
her purpose, as that which the expediency of my uncle 
l^ohy't afFaira had fix*d up ready to her hands. 

I believe I have not told yau but I don't know 

■possibly I hiave be it zs it will, 'tis one of the 

number of chose many things, which a raan had better 
do over again, than dispute about it — That whatever 
town or fortreaa the corporal wao at work upotHj during 
the course of their campaign, my uncle Toby always 
took care, on the inside of hi? sentry-box, which was 
towards his left hand, to have a plan of the place, 
fasten'd up with two or three pins at the top, but loose 
at the bottom, for the conveniency of holding it up to 
the eye, Sec. ... as occisiofia required ^ so that when 
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V nr^HESE attacks of Mrs tVadmatij you will readily 

/ I CQTiceive to be of different kinds ; varying from 

each otherj like the ;ittacka which higlory is fiill 

of, add from the same reasans. A general looker-on 

would scarce aHow ttjem to be attacks at all or if 

he did, would confound them all together but I 

write not ta them ; it will be lime enough to be a little 
more exact in my descriptiona of them, as I corne up 
to them, which wilJ not be for some chapters ; having 
npihlng more to add in this, but that in a bundle of 
original papers and drawings which my father took 
care to roll up by themselves, there is a plan of Bovcham 
in perfeqt preservation (and shall he kept fiO, whilst 
I have power to preserve any thing), upon the lower 
comer of which, oo the right hand side, there m atill 
[emainiDg the marka of a Snuffy finger and thumb, 
which there is all the re:i5on in the world to imagine, 
were Mrs Wadmans ,- far the opposite side of the 
margin, which I suppose to have beeo my uncle 7o(5y'j-, 
is absolutely clean ; This seems an authenticated record 
of one of these attacks ; for there are vestigia of the 
two punctures paitly grown up, but sdll visible on the 
opposite corner of the map, which are unquestionably 
the very holes, through which it has been pricked up 

in the sentry-box 

By all that is priestly ! 1 value this precious relick» 
with its sl'tgmaia znd pricir, more than all the relicks of 
the Romish church— — aJway^ excepting, when I am 
writing upon these matters, the pricks which entered 
the flesh of St Radagunda in the desert, which in your 
road from Fesse to Cluny, the nuns of that natne will 
shew you for love. 
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THINK, an* please your hoTiour, quoth 7Wm, tlie 

fortifications are muite destroyed ^nd the bason 

IB upoo a level with the mo]e -I think so too ; 



replied my uncle Tohy with a sigh half auppresa'd 

but step into the parlour, Trim, for the stipulation 

it liea upon the table. 

Ic has bin there these eix weeks, replied the corporal, 
till this very mormng that the old woman kitidlea the 
fire with it — 

Then, said my uncle Tchy, there is no fiirther 

occasion far our aervlces. The more, an' please your 
honour, the pity, said the corporal ; in uttering which 
he cast his spade into the wheel- b;u- row, which was 
beside him, with an air the mast expressive of dlscon- 
^olation that can be imagined, and was heavily turning 
about to look for hia pickax, hia pioneer*a ahovel, his 
picquets, and other little millitary stores, ia order to 

carry them off the field when a heigh-ho ! from 

the HCDtry-boXj which being made of thin slit deal, 
reycrbprated the sound more sorrowfully to hia ear, 
forbad him. 

No ? said the corporal to himself, I'll do it 

before his honour risea to-morrow morning ; so taking 
hia spade out of the wheel-barrow again, with a little 
earth in it, as If to level something at the foot of the 

Ijlacia but with a real intent to approach nearer to 

his master, in order to divert him he looaen'd a 

sod or two pared dieir edges with hia spade, and 
having given them a gentle bJow or two with the back 
of tt, he eat himself down close by my uncle Toby*i 
feet, and began aa follows. 
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IT waa a thousand pities -though I believe, an' 
please your honour, I am goin^ to aay but a 
foolish kind of a thing for a soldier^ 

A soldier, cried my uncle Toiy, interritpticg the 
corporal, 19 no more exempt from saying a foolish 

thing, Trim, than a iuhq of letters But not so often, 

an' please yoiif honour, replied the coi'poral ^My 

uncle Toiy gave a nod. 

It wa9 a ihoasand pities then, said the corporal, 
casting hia eye upoo Diiniirk, and the mole, as Serviut 
Suijfkitis, in returning out of j^sia (when he sailed 
from JEg'ina towards Msgars^, did upon Cor'mih and 
Pytrus 

— " It waa 3, thousand pities, an" please your honour^ 

to destroy these works and a. thousand pittea to 

have let them stood." 

Thou art right, Trimi in both caseo ; said my 

uncle Tobj. This, continued the corporal, is the 

reason, that from the beginning of their demolition to 

the end =1 bjive never once whisiJed, or sungj or 

laugh'd, or cry'd, or talk'd of past done deeds, or told 
your hononr one story good or bad 

Thou hast many excellencies, Trim, aaid my 

uncle T^By, and 1 hold it not tlie least of them, as thou 
happencst to be a story -tfilcr, that of the nnmber thou 
hast told me, either to amuse me in my painful hours, 
or divert me ia my giave ones — thou ha&t seldom to!d 
me a bad one 

Because, an* please your honour, except one of 

.1 King of Bdhmtia and his sevrn ca^ileif — thcy are ill 
true ; for they are about myself 

I do not like the subject the worse, Trim, aaid my 
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uncle 7oijr» on that acore : But prithee what is thia 
story ? thou hast cxched mjr curiosity. 

I'll tell it your hoaour» q^uoth the corporal, directly 
— PrOvidcdij said fily uncle Toby, l&okipg carnesdy 

towards Dunkirk and the mole again provided it is 

not a merry one ; to such^ Trim, a ms.a aliiQuld ever 
bring DQE half of the entertaimnent along with him % 
and the disposition I am in at present would wrong 

both thee, Trimf and thy atory It is not a merry 

OOP by any means, replied the COrpDi^l — Nor would I 
have it altogether a grave ore, added my uncle Toliy 

It ia neither the one nor the other, replied the 

corporal, but will Kuit your honour exactly Then 

1*31 thank thee for it with all my heart, cried my uncle 
Toby i 80 prithee begin it. Trim. 

The corpora! made his reverence j and though it is 
not 80 easy a matter as the world imagines, to puJl 

off a lank Jlfontrro-cap with grace pr a whit Icbs 

difEcult, in my conceptions, when a man is sjuing 
equat upon the ground, to tniike a bow so teeming with 

respect as the cotporal W3h wont j yet by SuEFeting the 
palm of hia right hand, which was towards his master, 
to slip backwards upon the graaa^ a little beyond his 

body, in order to allow it the greater sweep and 

by an unforced compres'sion, at the same time, of hia 
cap with the thumb and the two forefingers of his left, by 
which the diameter of the cap became reduced, bo that 
it might be said, rather to be insensibly squeez'd — 

than pull'd off with a flatus the corporal acquitted 

himself of both In a better manner than the posture of 
his aFairs promised j and having hemmed twice, to 
find in what key his story would best go, and best suit 
his master's humour,- — he exchanged a eingle look of 
kindness with him,, and set off thus. 
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THE STORY or THE KING OF BOHEMIA AND HIS 
SEVEN CASTLES. 



|T 



HERE was a certain king of Bo - - he- 



Afl the coqjoral was entering the confines of 
Bohemia, my unde Toly obliged him to halt 
for a single moment; he had set out bare-headed, 
having, eince he pjll'd olf his Maniero-ca^ in the 
latter end of the last chapter, left it Jying beside him 
on the ground. 

The eye of Goodness espieth all things— — so 

that before the corporal had well got through the first 
five words of his story, had my uncle Toiy twice 
louch'd his Mori(ffro-C3.p with the end of his care, 

interrogatively as much as to say. Why don't you 

put it oHj Trim ? Trim took it up with the most 
reapectful slowness, and casting a glance of humiliation 
as he did It, upon the embroidery of the fore-part, 
which being dismally tarnished and fray'd moreover in 
some of the principal leaves and boldest parts of the 
jiattern, he lay'd it down again between his two feel, 
in order to itionitize upon the subject. 

'Tis every word of it bu: too true, cried my 

uncle Tohyy that thou art about to observe 

" Nothing in ibis luarldy Trtuiy is niade to mit for 

But when tokens, dear Tom^ of thy iove and 

remembrance wear out, &aid Trim, what shall we say? 

There is no occasion. Trim, quoth my uocIl' 7'of'jf, 
to say any thing else ; a^nd was a man to puzzle his 
brains till Doom's day, I believe, Irim, it WOuId he 
impossible. 

The corporal, perceiving my uncle Tohy was in the 
right, and that it wpuld be in vain for the wit of man 
to think of cKtracting a purer moral from hiiS cap. 
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without further attempting it, he put it on; and pass- 
ing his haod acroes his forehead to rub out a pensive 
wrinkle, which the text and the docirine between them 
had engercier'd, he reciirn*d, with the same look and 
tone of voice, to his story of the king o( Be/iania and 
his seven castiea. 



THE STORV OF T^lE KJNG OF DOHEMIA AND mS 
SETEH CASTLES, CONTINUED. 



T 



HERE W.13 a certain king of Bohfmia, but in 
whose reign, except his awn, I am not able to 

iaform your hgiioiir 

I do not desire it of thee, Trim, by any means, 
cried my uncle Tohy. 

It was a little before the time, an' please your 

honour, when giants were beginning to leave off breed- 
ing : — but in what year of our Lord that waa 

I would not give a lialfpenny to know, aaid my 
uncle Tohy. 

Only, an' pleaae yooT honotir, it makes a story 

look the better in the face 

-'Tib thy own, Triw, so Dmamcnt it after thy 



own fashion ; and take any date, toatinued my uHcle 
Tfiijr, looking pleasantly upon him — take any dale in 
the whole world thou chusest, and put it to^thou art 

heartily welcome 

The corporal bowed ; for of every century, and of 
every year of that century, irom the first creation of the 
world down to Noah's flood ; ard from Noah's flpod to 
the birth of /Ihraham ,• through all the pilgrimages of 
the patriarchs, to the depai'ture of the hratllies out of 

Egypt and throughout all the Dynaattes^Oiympiads, 

Urbeconditaa, and other memorable epochas of the 
different nations of the world, down to the coming of 
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Christj and from thence Co the very moraent in which 

the corporal was telling his story had my uncle 

Tt^ subjected this vast empire of dme and all its 
abysses at hU feet j but as modcsty scarce touches with 
a linger what ubekalety oflers her with both h^nds 
open — the corporal contected himself with the very 
ivortt ytar of the whole buflth ; which, to prevent 
your honourB of the Majority and Minority from 
tearing the very desh oifyour bones id cootcstadoD, 
•Whether that year is oOt always the iaSt caat-jncar of 

the last cast -almanack * -I tell you pkinly it was j 

but from a different reason than you wot of 

-It was the year nejtt him which being the 



year of our Lord seventeen hundred and twelve, when 
the Duke of Ormond was playing the devil in Fiaiuiert 

the corporal took it, aqd aet out with it afresh OH 

his expedition to Bohemia. 



THE STORY OP THE KING OF IBOHEMIA AND HIS 

SEVEN CASTLES, COHTINUED. 

IN the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and twehe, there was, an' please your honour 

To tell thee truly, Trim, quoth my uncle 

T^iji any other date would have pleased me much 
better, not only oa account of the sad scain upon our 
history that year, in marching off our troops, and 
fefijaing to cover the siege of Qae^noi^ though F&gfl 
was carrying on the works with 8uch incredible vigour 
— but likewise on the score, Trsm, of thy own story ; 
because if there are — and which, from what thou hast 
dropc, I partly suspect to be the fact— ^if there are giants 

in it 

There is but one, an' please your honour- 



-'Tia as bad as twenty, replied my uncle Tohy 
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to take care of — hia reglmentaJs to mend— bimBelf to 
ahave and keep clean, so aB to appear always like what he 
is upon the pirade; what business, added the CDrporal 
triumphantly, has a soldier, an' please your honour, to 
know acy thing at alJ oi geography ? 

Thou would'st have said chronology. Trim, said 

my uncle Toby ,- lor zs for geography, 'lia of absolute 
uae to him ; he must be acquaiated intiiiiEttely with every 
country and its boundaries where hia prDfeasion carries 
him ; he shoitEd know every town and city, and village 
and hamlet) with the canaJaj the roadsj and hollow waya 
which lead up to them j there is noi a river or a rivulet 
he passes, Triirtj but he should be able at first sight to 
tell ihee what is its name'— in what mou^t.^ins it takes 
ha rise— what ia ks course— how far it is oavigablt? — ■ 
where fordable — where not ; he should know the fertility 
of every valley, as welt as the hind who ploughs it ; and 
be able to describe, or, if it is required, to give thee aa 
exact map of all the plains and defiles, the forts, the 
acclivities, the woods and moraases, thro' and by which 
his army is to march ; he should know their produce, 
their plants, tiieir minerals, their waters, their animals* 
their seasons, their cliniates, their heats and cold, their 
inhabitants, their customs, their laniguage, their policy, 
and evin their religion. 

la it eke to be conceived, corporal, continued my 
uncle Taby, rising up in his aentry-box, as he began to 
warm in this part of hia discourse— hnw Marlborough 
could have maichcd hia army from the banks of the 
Maes to Belburg ; fjom Belburg to Kerptnard — (here 
the corporal could sit no longer) from Kerpmcrrd, Trim-, 
to Kalsaken ; from Kalsaken to Neiiniorf ; from Ne^" 
dorf 10 Landtnbourg ; fi-Qm Landcnbourg to Mddtnheim ,• 
fron\ Mtidenhdm to JLIchmgen ; from Elchingen to 
Gingea ; from Gingen to Balmerck^rti ; from Ba!mtr~ 
chorea to SheHenbtirg, where he broke in upon the 
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7ncmy'& works ; fcnxd hk |iiiinji otct tbc l^ttmtr t 
QTO&s'd ihe Lerh |iHh*d OH bu ITOOf* ioio tilt iMVt 
of the empire, i«aw-htng it the bod of tbcm through 
Frthourg-, Hokemtferit aod Scbomevrltf to the plains of 

JSienbam and Hocbttet ? Great as he was, coi^»)> 

he could not have adraDCod a step, or nude one singie 

day's march wiiiioiit the aidi of Gtngr^ij, As lor 

Clfronalogy, I own* Trim, COntidued my uncle Ttfhy, 
fitting down again coolly tn his sentry-box, that of all 
ather&i it seems a science which the soldier might best 
4par?> WHS it tigt for t^? lighta which that science must 
one day give him, in determining the inTcntioti of 
powder ; the furioaa execution of which, renversing 
every thing like thunder before it, has become a new 
aera to ub of military itnprorements, changing ao totally 
the nature of attacks and defences both by sea nnd land, 
and awakeoing so much <trt and skill in doing \t., th;it 
the world cannot be too ejtact in ascertpining the precise 
time of its discovery, or too inqmsiiive in knowirp. 
whiit great man was the discoverer, anJ what occ^ision.-* 
gave birth to it. 

I am far from controvertinfii continued mjr iinclp 
Toby, what historians agree in, tluit in tlir yr^ar of omr 
Lord 1380, under the I'cign of iVtir. f/rwr, mm nl 

Charkj the Fourth a certain |;riic'Ml, wlnmr v»\n\f 

\j!LS Schivari-z, flhew'd the u»e of iiowiln- t*i ilm 
yenettanSi in their warn afinmat Ulff Omnfif / luit 'tin 
certain he waij not the fir^t 1 becaiiM if wr> mv in 
believe Don Peiiro^ the liiahoti of Af(«w--|liiw h rtiilit 
priests jind bishops, an* pleuee ynui* liuiiiitir, lu Kiaiblf 
their heads eo much abauc ^uii-juiwtjcr f ihv\ knowH) 

said my uncle Tohy hiis j]iiiv|ilfi)i.'B briitfiH ^ixht iimt 

of every thing — and he avera, In iiin rhionl^le I't \\i\\)\ 
Alphenivii who reduced Tole<h, 'V\m\ in i\w yvitr I ^f, 
which was full thlrty-bevt^ll ycutd bultirti lliiiL tinio, 1I11' 

secret of powder wai well known, (kad cjuiiloyml wiilt 
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success, botb by Moors and Christians, not onTy in 
their sta-combatsj at that period, but in many of their 
most memorable siegCB in Sfain and Barbary — And all 
the world knows, that Friar Bacon had wrote expressly 
about it, atid had generously giseo the world 3 receipt to 
make it by, above a hundreti and fifty years before even 
Sciiuarix was bom — And that the C&inejc, added my 
uncle Toiy, embarrass us, and all accounts of it, etill 
more, by boaating of the invention some hundreds of 

years even before him 

— They are a pacit of liars, I believe, cried Trim- 



-They are somehow or other deceived, said my 
uncle Tolty, ix) this matter, as is plain to me from the 
present miserable state of military ^chiteCtUfe amoiigat 
them ; which consists of nothing more than a foss^ 
with a brick wall without fianka — and for what they 
gave us SB a bastion at each atigle ot it, 'tis so bar' 
barously constructed, that it looks for all the world 

Like one of my bctcd castles, an* 

please your honoui", quoth Trim, 

My uncle Tol^y^ tho' in the utmost distress for a 
comparison, most courteou&ly refused Trim'j offer— till 
Trim telling him, he had half a dozen more in Bohemaf 
which he kaew not how to get off hia hardg — —my 
uncle Toby waB SO Eouch'd wtth the pleasantry of heart 

of the corporal that he dbconrinued hisdissertaritJn 

upon gun-powder^-^and begged the corporal forth- 
with to go on with his story of the King of Bohemia 
and his sevcD casdcs. 
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THE STORY OF THE KING OF BOHEMrA AND HIS 
SEVEN CASTLES, CONTINUED. 

THIS unfortunale King of Bohemia, said Trim, 
Was he uafgrtunatD, th-en ? cx'\cA my uccic 

Tohy^ for he had been so wrapt up in his dis- 
aertatioa upon gun-powder, and other mifitary affairs, 
that tho'' he had desired the corpora] to go on, yet the 
many interruprioos lie had given, dweh not so strong 

upon his fancy as to account for the epithet ^Was 

li e unfortunate^ then , Trim P sai d my u nc J e Toiy , 

pathelicaHy The corporaJ, wishing firat the laord 

and all its synonimaa at the devil, forthwith began to 
run back in hia mind, the principal events in the King 
of Bobtmia*! atory j from every one of which, it ap- 
pearing that he was the moat fortunate man that ever 

existed in the world it put the corporal to a stand : 

for not caring to retract his epithet— —and less to ex- 
plain it and least of all, to cwiat his tale {like men 

of lore) to serve a syBtera he looked up in my uncle 

Tolty^s face for assistance but scL'ing it was the very 

thing my uncle Taliy isat in expectation of himself 

after a hum and a haw, he wenc on 

The King of Bohemluf aa' plenee your hoaaur, 

replied the corporal, was unjortvnatey as thus That 

taking great pleasure and delight in nriTigcttion and al3 

sort of sea affairs and there happening throughout 

the whole kingdom of Bohemia, to be no sea-poit town 
>v ha teve r 

How the duce should there — Trim ? cried my uncle 
Toby 1 for Bohimia being totally ia^and, it could have 

happefi'd no Otherwise It might, said Trim^ if it 

had pleased God 

My UQcle Tolry never spoke of the being and natural 
attributcB of God, but with diffidence and hesitation^ — — 



142 



THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 



-I believe not, replied my urcle Toby, after aorac 
-for he'it\g idknci, 3^ I said, anii h^viog Sikiia 



pause- 

and Moravia to the east ; Z,asalia and l^^ppei^ Saxony 
to the north ; Franconia to the west ; Bavaria to the 
south t Bohemia could aot have been pfapeli'd to the 

eea without ceasing to be Bahfmia nor could the 

sea, on the otlier hscd, have come up to Bohemia, with- 
out overflowing a great part of Germany^ and destroying 
millions of Linfortiinate inhabiuats who could make no 

liefcnce against it Scandalous ! cried Trim — ^Which 

would bespeak, added my uncle ToLy, mildly, such a 

want of compassion in him who is the fether of it 

that, I thinkj Trim the thing could have happen'd 

no way. 

The corporal made the bow of unfeigned conviction ; 
and went on. 

Now the King of Bvhemia with his queen and 
courtiers happening one fine Summer's evening to w^lk 

out Aye ! there the word happtnmg is right, Trim, 

cried my uncle Taly ; for the King of Bohemia and hia 

queen might have walk'd out or let it alone : 'twaa 

a matter of contingencyj which might happen, or not, 
just as chance ordered it. 

King IViiliam was of an opinion, an' please your 
holiDur, quoth Trinif that every thing wiia predestined 
for U3 in thi^ world; itiGomuch, that he would often 
aay to his Eoldiera, that *' every ball h;id its billet." 
He was a great man, said my uncle Taby And I 
believe, continued Trinsy to this day, that the ehot 
which disabled me at the battle ai Lrondm, was pointed 
at my knee for no other purpose, but to take me out of 
hiB aervice, and place lue in yOur honOur'sj where I 
should be taken so much better care of in my old age 

It shall never. Trim, be conatrued otherwise, aaid 

my uncle Toby. 

The heart, both of the master and the man, were 



«« 



^awc- 



iha^ I had vtcr. 



Ifffc, Trim I md aj 



Sook! irpGcd die 

I faov czmt it to pass ? — 



ET bcKl aod nrt! 

'ntlKe wbcn ? wbere ? — aad 

I oerer beard ooe word o^ it 

<jaodi mj nikdc Tafy .* 1 dare ay» ansvived 

t» cwfTf dranntier aod scrjeuit's no m the 

regtmcnt kotw of tt It'i Idgfa tiine I should^ " 

■aid my uncle T^ly. 

Your boiwDr raaacrben vidi cooocni, cud the 
c<}q>Dral, the total ront and Confunon of OUT ctmp aai 
army at the adair of I,a»dm j e-rery ooe was left to 
shift fbr hisuelf; and if it had aot been for the 
regimtmta of IVjiuHjam, Lumffj, apd Galvjeyt which 
covered the retreat over the bridge of Neeripeeteny the 

king himself could scarce have pitied it he waa 

preas'd band, as yi>ur honour knows, od ercry aide of 
him 

Gallant mortal ! cried my uncle Tohy^^ CAUght up 
with enthusiasm — this moment, now ttiai all \s lose, I 
Bee him galloping across me^ corporal, to die left, to 
bring up the remains of the English horse aloog with 
him 10 support the right, and tear the laurel from 

Luxejnbowg' i brows, if yet Ms poB&ible 1 ace him 

with the knot of his scarfs just shot otT^ infusing fresh 
spirits inio poor CaJivayi regiment — ritlinjj along ttic 
line — then wheeling about, and charging Conls at tiie 

head of it Brave t brave, by h&iven I cried my 

uncle Tohy — he deserves a crown Ai richly, as a 

thief a halter ; ahouled Trim* 
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My uncle Tohy knew the corporal's loyalty ; — other- 
wise the coinparisDn was not sX. all to his mind it 

did QOt aJCGgfither etrike the corporal's fancy when he 

had made it but it could not be recall'd so he 

had nothiog to do, but proceed. 

As the number of wounded was prodigious, an,d 
no one had time to think of any thing but hia own 
safety — Though Talmaih^ said my uncle Tohyj brought 
off the foot with great prudence- — —But I waa left 
upon the field, said the corporal. Thou wast so ; poor 

fellow ! replied my uncle Tohy ^o that it was noon 

the next day, coQtitiued the corporal, before 1 was ex- 
changed, and put into a cart with thirteen or fourteen 
more, in order to be convey'd to our hospital. 

There ie no part of the body, an' please yotir honour, 
where a wound occasions more intolerable anguish than 
upon the knee 

Except the groin ; Said my uncle Tohy. An' please 

your honour, replied the curporal, the knee, in my 
opinion, must certaioly be the moat acute, there being 
BO many tendons and what-d*ye-call-'eraa all about iL 

It ia for that reason, quoth my unde Tsly^ that the 
groin is inftokely more sensible- — —there being not only 
aa many tendons and what-d'ye-cail-^ems (for I know 

their names as little as thou dost)- — — -about it- but 

moreover * * * ■ 

Mrs IVadman, who had been all the time in her 
arbour — lastiintly atopp'd her breath — -unpinn'd her 
jnob at the thin, and stood up upon one leg - 

This dispute was maintiiined with amicable and equal 
force betwixt my uncle l^chy and Trim for some time ; 
till Trim at lengdi recollecting tint he had often cried 
at hia master's sufferings, but never shed a tear at his 
own — was for giving up the point, which my uncle Toby 

would not allow Tts a proof of nothing, Trinzy 

said he, but the generosity of thy temper 
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So that whether the paio of a wound m the grain 
(ceteris paribus) is greater than the pain of a wound in 
the knee or 

Whether tlie pain of a wound in the knee la not 

greater than the pain of a wound in the groin are 

points which to this day remain unaettledk 



THE anguish of my knee, continued the corporal, 
was exceasive in itself; and the uneaaineas of 
the cart, with the roughness of the roada^ which 
were terribly cut up — making bad stiil worse — every 
step was death to me : so that with the loss of blood, 
ard the want of care-taking of me, and a fever I felt 

coming on beaidca (Poor soul 1 said my uncle Thhy) 

-all together, an' pleaae your honoui, was more 



than I could sueEain. 

I was telliug my sufierings to a young woman at a 
pcasant^H house, where our cart, which was the last of 
the line, had halted j they had help'd me in, and the 
young woman had taken a cordial out of her pocket 
and dropp'd it upon Bome sugar, and seeing it had 
cheer'd me, she bad given it me a second and a third 
time- — —So I was telling her, an' please your honour, 
the anguish I waa in, and was saying it vrs.s so intolerable 
to me, that I had much rather lie down upon the bed, 
turning my face townrda one which was in the corner 

of the room — and die, than go on when, upon her 

attempting to lead me to it, I fainted away in her arms. 
She waa a good aoul ! as your honour, said the corporal, 
wiping his eyes, will hear. 

I thought lave had been a joyous thing, quoth my 
Uncle 7b^)'. 
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'Tia the most serious thing, an' please yoar honour 
{BOrnedmes)^ that is in the world. 

By the perfluaGion of the yOung wOman, ContitlUpd 
the corporal, the cart with the wounded men set off 
without me : she had aa^sured them I should expire 
ijnmediatply if I was put into the Cart, So when I 

came to myseJf— 1 found myself in a buIE quiet 

cottage, with no one but the young woman, and the 
peasant and his wife. I was laid across the bed m the 
corner of the room, with my wounded leg upor a 
chair, and the young woman beside me, holding the 
corner of her hartdkerchief dipp'd in vinegar to my 
nose with one hand, and rubbing my temples with the 
other. 

I took her at first for the daughter of the peasant 
(for it was no inn) — bo had oifer'd her a little purse 
with eighteen florins, which my poor brother Tom 
(here TVitn wip'd his eyes) had sent me as a token, by 
a recruit, just before he set out for Lisbon. ■ 

-I never told your honour that piteous swry yet 

here Trim wiped his eycB a third time. 

The young woman call'd the old man and his wife 
into the room, to ahew them the money, in order to 
gain me credit for a bed and what little necessaries I 
ahould want, till I should be in a condition to be got 

to the hospital CoJtie then ! said she, tying up the 

litde purse — I'll be your banker — but aa that office 
alone will not keep me employ'd, I'll be your nurse 
too. 

I thought by her manner of speaking this, as well 33 
by her dress, which I then began to consider more 

attentively that the ypung woman cOuld not be the 

dlaughter of the peasant. 

She was in black down to her toes, with her hair 
coflceal'd under a canibric border, laid close to her 
forehead : she was onie of those kind of nuns^ an' 
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pl^se ycmr honour, of which, your honour knows, 
there are a good many in Flanders^ which they let go 

loose By thy description, Trim, said my UDcle 

Toby^ I dare say she waa a young Begwney of which 
there are none Co be found any where but in the 

Spnnith Netherliinih — except at Amsttrdam they 

differ from niins in thia, that they Can quit theif 
cloister if they choose to marry ; they visit and take 

care of the sick by profession 1 had rather, for my 

own part, they did it out of goud-cature. 

She oftCD told me, quoth Trim, she did it for 

tKe love of Christ — I did not like it. 1 believe. 

Trim, we are both Wrotig, aaid my UQcle Toby — we'll 
ask Mr Torick about it to-night at my brother Shandy's 
so put me in mind j added ray uncle Tahy. 

The young Beguinet continued the corporal, had 
scarce given herself time to tell me " she would be my 
□HTse," when she hastily turned about to begin the 

office of one, and prepare eometbing for rae- and in 

a short time — though I thocght it a long one — she 

Came back with flannels, &c- $cc., and having fomented 
my knee soundly for a couple of hour^ fee, aad made 
me 3 thin bason of gruel for my supper — she wished 
me rest, and promised to be with me early ia the 

morning. ohe wish'd mc, an' pleaee your hooour, 

what was nut to be had. My fever ran very high that 
night — her figure made tad dtBturbance within rae— I 
was every moment cutting the world in two — to give 
her half of it — and every moment was I crying, Tha: 
I had nothing hot a knapsack and eighteen florins Co 

share with her The whole night long was the fair 

Bfgvim, like an angel, close by my bedside^ holding 
back my ciutain and offering mc cordials — and I 
was only awakened from my dream by her coming 
there at the hour promised, 2nd giving them 10 reality. 
In truth, she wa« scarce ever Irom me ; and n 
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accuatomed waa I to receive life from her hands, that 
my heart gickened, and I lost colour when she left the 
room : and yet, continued the corporal (makiag one of 

the strangest reflectioca upon it in the world) 

*' /j! wor no* /pwf" for during the three 

weeks she 'wzb almoa: constantly with mcy fcrnienting 
my knee with her hand^ night and day — I can hone&tly 
say, an' please your honour — that « • ♦ * 

* * once. 

That was very odd, Trim, quoth my uneJe To&jt 
I thiak BO too — said Mrs IVadman. 
It never did, said the corporal. 



But ^ris tto marvel, continued the corparal — 

seeing my uncle Toby musiiig upon it— for Love, an' 
please your honour, is exacdy like war, in this ; that a 
eoltlier, though he has escaped three weeks complete 
o*Saiurday night, — may nevertheless be shot through 

hia heart on Sunday morning It happened in here, 

an' please your honour, wtth thie difference only — that 
it waa on Sunday in the afternoon, when I fell in io7e 

all at once with a sisserara It burat upon me, an' 

please your honour^ like a bomb scarce giving me 

time to say, " God bless mc. " 

1 thought, Trim, said my uncle Toiy, a man never 
fell in love so very suddenly. 

Yea, an' pleaBe your honourif if he is in the way of 
it replied Trim. 

I prithee, quoth my uncle To&y, inform me how this 
matter happened. 

— —With all pleas-urcj said the corporal, makiag 
a bow. 
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IHAU escaped, coutmued the corporal, all that time 
from falling in Jove, aod had gone on to the end 
of the chapter, had it not been predestined other- 

wlae there is oo resistiDg our fate. 

It was ciD a Sunday, m the aftettiDCin, as I told your 
hoaonr. 

The old man and his wife had walked oat 

Every thing was still aad ibush as midnight about the 

houa^ 

There was not so much as 2 duck or a duckling 

about the yard 

-When the fair Be^ulne came in to fiee me. 



My wound waa then in a fair way of doing well- 



the inAammation had been gone oiffor some timcj but it 
was succeeded with an itching boih above and below 
ray knee, %o insufFerable, that I had not abut my eyes 
the whole night for it. 

Let me Bee it, said 3he> knedipg down upon die 
ground parallel to ray knee, and laying her hand upon 

the part below it it only wants rubbing a little, satd 

the Beguine - aa covering it with the bed-clothes, ahe 
began with the fgre-lingsr of her right hand to rub 
under my knee, guiding her fore-finger backwards and 
forwards by the edge of the Qann^l which kept on the 
dressing. 

In five or aix minutes I felt elightly the end of her 
second linger — and preseotly it wss laid Ust with the 
other, and &he cominued rubbing in that way raund and 
round for a good while; it then came into ray head, 
that I should fall in love — I blush'd when I saw how 
white A hand ehe had — I shal! neyer, an' please 
your honour, behold another hand so white whilat I 
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-Not in that place ; said my uncle Tohy- 



Though it was the most serioua despair in nacure to 
the corporal — -he could not forbear smiliBg. 

The young Begulne, continued the cprpoial, perceiv- 
ing it was of gTEit service to me^ — -froTn rubbing for 
some time, with two lingers — proceeded to rub at 
length, with three — tiU by little and Httle she brought 
down the fourth, and then rubb'd with her whole hand : 
I wil] never aay another word, an' please your honour, 
upon hands again — but it waa aafter than sattin- 

- — —Prithee, Trim, commend it 35 much as thou 
wilt, said my uncle Toby ; I shall hear thy story with 

the more delight' The corporal thank'd his ma&ter 

moat unfefgnedly ; but having nothing to say upon the 
Beguine's hand but the same over agaiD he pro- 
ceeded to die effects of it. 

The fair Begume^ said the corporal, continued 
rubbing with her whole hand under my knee — till I 

fear'd her zeal would weary her •' I would do a 

thousand times more," said she, '* for the love of 

Chrl&t" In Baying which, she pasa'd her hand 

across the daniiEl, to the part above my knee, which I 
had equally complaiiiM of, and rubb'd it also. 

I perceived, then, I was begitmiag to be in love 

As she continued mb-rub-nabbing — I felt it spread 
from under her hand, an' please your honour, to every 
part of my frame — — 

The more she rubb'd, and the longer strokes she 

took the more the lire kindled in my veins tiJl 

^t length, by two or three strokes longer dian the rest 

my passion rose to the highest pitch 1 seiz'd 

her hand 



~ — And then thou clapped'st it to thy lips* Trim, 
said ray uncle Joiy— — and madeat a speech. 

Whether the corporaPs amour terminated precisely 
Id the way my uncJe Toby described it, is oDt material ; 
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it is enough that it contained in it the essence of all the '^^ 
love romaocea which ever have been wrote since the,,;;?^^ 
begianing of the world. 



Cbaptrr Fjriij, 

AS Boon aa the corporal had finished the sEory of 
his amour — or rather my uncle Toby for him — 
Mrs iVadman silently sallied forth from her 
arbour, replaced the pin in her mob, pass'd the wicker- 
gate, and advanced alowly towards my uncle Tob/t 
aentry-box : the disposition which Trim had made in 
my uncle Toby's mind, was too favourable a crisis to 

be let slipp'd 

The attack was determin'd upon : it was 

facilitated still more by my uncle Toby's having ordered 
the corporal to wheel oif the pioneer's shovel, the 
bpade, die pick-aXe, the picqueta, and other military 
atorea which lay scattered upon the ground where 
Dunkirk stood-— The corporal had march'ti — -the field 
was clear. 

Now, consider, sir, what nonsense it ia, eiUier m 
fighting, or writing, or any thing else (whether in 
rhyme to it, or not) which a man has accaisioik Co do 
"-la act by plan : for if ever Plan, independent of all 
circumatances, deaerved registering in letters of gold {I 
mean in the archives of Golham) — it was certainly the 
PtAN of Mrs JVadman' t attack of ray uncle Toliy in hfs 

flentry-box, by Plan Now the plan hanging up in 

it at this juncture, being the Plan qi Dunkirk — and the 
tale of Dunkirk a tale of relaxation, it opposed every 
impression she could make : and besides, could she 
have gone upon it — the mantiuvre of fingera and harda 
ia the attack of the aeatry-box, was so outdone by that 
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of the fair Eeguine' j, in Trunks stdry — that juat then) 
that particular attack, however succeBEftil hefore — be- 
came the most heartless attack that could be made 

O ' let wonian aJune for this. Mre IVaJmnn bad 
Bcarce openM the wicket-gate, when her geriua 
sported with the change of circumataDcea. 

She farmed a new attack in a momenU 



-I 3tn half distracted, captain Shandy, said Mrs 



IVisdman, holding up her carabrick handkerchief to her 
left eycj as she approached the door of my uncle Toby't 

MMitry-box— a mote — —or sand or aomething 

1 know not what, has got into this eye of mine 

do look into it — it jg cot in the white— 



In saying which, Mrs IVadman edged herself close 
Iq beside my uncle Toby^ and squeezing herself down 
upon the comer of his beech, she gave him an oppor- 
tunity of doing it without rising up Do look into it 

-^-^ajd sbe. 

Honest eou! ! thou didst look into it with as much 
innocency of heart, as ever child look'd into a rarce- 
shew-box J and 'twere as much 3 gin to have hurt 
thee. 

If a man will be peeping of his own accord into 

things of tlmt nature— — I've nothing to say to it 

My uncle Toby tiever did ; and I will answer for him, 
that he would have sat quietly upon a soia from June 
to January (which, you know, takea in both the hot 
and cold months), with an eye ae fine aa the Tkracian * 

' Red(^ Thraeia lam inevitabili fascino jnstrueta, lain 
eieaci^ oculus intiiena altraxil, ut si m iHojn quis inddisset,, txn 
Jtion posset, quin capereiur, 1 know not who. 
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Re^op^'t beside him, without beiii| able to tellj whether 
it was a bUck or blue one. 

The difficulty was to get my uncle Toiy, to look at 
ODe at alt. 

'Tis surmouQted- And 

I see him yonder with his pipe penduloua in his 
hand, and the aahea falling out of it- — looliing-'^tid 
loofc-ing^ — then rubbing his eyes — -and looking again, 
with twice the good-nacure that ever GaHileo look'd for 
a spot in the aun, 

In Tain ! for by a!) the powers which anlmaCe 

the organ Widow IV^aJman's left eye shines this 

moment aa lucid 33 fcer right there ia neither mote, 

or sand, or dust, or chaff, or speck, or panicle of opake 
matter floating in ic — ^There is DOthing, nay dear paterral 
uncle! but one Jambent delicious fire, furtively shoot- 
ing out from every part of it, in all directions, into 
thine 

-If thou Jookest, uncle Tohyt in search of this \ 

mote one moment longer thou art undone. 



Cltapter r^u. 

AN eye is for all the world exactly like a cannon, in 
j^ this respect; That it is not ao much the eye or 
the cannon, in themaelvesj as it ie the carriage 

of the eye and the carriage of the cannon, by which 

both the one and the other are enabled to do so much 
execution. I don't think the comp&rison a had one ; 
However, aa 'tla made and placed at t!ie head of the 
chapter, as much for use aa ornament, all I desire in 
return, m, that whenever I speak of Mrs fVadman^s 
eyes (except once in the next period), that you keep it 
in your fsncy 
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I protest, Madam, said my uncle Tohy^ I can see 
nothing whatever in your eye. 

It ia Dot in the white; said Mrs IVaehnan • my 
uncle Toiy look'd with might and main into the 
pupil 

Now fjf all the eyea which ever were created 

from your OWD, Madam, up to those of F'enut herself, 
which certttiaJy were aa venereal a pair of eyes as ever 

stood in a head there never Waa an eye pf them alj, 

so fitted to rob my uncle Taby of hia repose, as the 

very eye, at whicb he was looking it was not, 

Madam, a rolling eye a romping Or a wanton one 

—nor was it an eye sparkling — ^petulant or imperious 
— of high claims and terrifying exactiona, which would 
have curdled at DnCe that milk of human nature, of 
which my uncle Taif was made up — —but 'twas an 

eye full of gentle salutations and soft responses 

speaking not like the trumpet stop of KJme ill-raade 

organ, in which many an eye I talk to, holds coarse 

coEverae but whispering soft like the last low 

accent of an expincg saint "How can you live 

comfordess, captain Shandyjiiind alone, without a bosom 
to lean your head on or trust your cares to ?" 

It was an eye 

But I shall be id Idtc with it myself, if I say another 
word about it. 

It did my uncle Toby'i business. 



THERE JB nothing shews the character of my 
father and my uncle Toby, in a more entertain- 
ing light, than their different manner of deporl- 
mcatj under the same accident for I call not love a 
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migfortUQ'e, from a persuasion, thac a [n3,n's heart is ever 

tlie better for it Great God. ! what must my uncle 

foly'i iiave bcL-n, when 'twas 3II benignity without it. 
My father, as appears from many of hia papers, wtia 

very subject to thia pas&ioa, before he married but 

from a little aubacid kind of droUish impatience in his 
nature, whenever it befell him, he woutd never Bubniic 
to it like a christian ; but would pish, and huiT, and 
bounce, and kick, and play the Devil, and write the 
bitterest PhilippEcks against the eye tha.t ever man 

wrote there is one in verse upon somebody's eye 

or other, that for two or three nights together, had put 
him by hiB rest ; which in hia iirat transport of reaent- 
ment againet it, he begins thua : 

"A Devil 'tis and [nisctiief su-Ch dolh work 
As never yet did Pagan, /cmi, or Turk." * 

In short, during the whole paroxism, my father was 
all abuse and foul language, approaching rather towards 

malediction only he did not do it with aa much 

method aa Ernulpktu he was too irapetnous ; nor 

•with ErrtuSphm^s policy for tho' my father, with 

the mOHt intolerant spirit, wOyld CurSe both this and 
that, and every thing under heaven, which was either 

aiding or abetting to his love yet never concluded 

his chapter of curses upon it, without curaiag himself 
in at the bargain, as one of the most egregious fools 
aiod coxcombs, he would eay, that ever was Jet loose 
in the world. 

My uncle Tahyy on the contrary, took it like a lamb 
— — aat still and let the poison work in his veins with- 
out resistance in the sharpeat exacerbations of his 

wound (like that on hi* groin) he never dropt one 
fretful or discontented word he blamed neither 

* This will Im primed with my father's Life or S^cralet, 
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heaveii nor eaith- or thought or spoke an injurious 

thing of any body, or any part of it ; he sat solitary 

and pensive with his pipe —looking at hia lame leg 

-then whifling oai a sentimental heigh ho ! which 



mixing wich the Jimoke, incomnioded no one mortal. 

He took it like a lamb 1 say. 

In truth he had miGtook it at first ; for having taken a 
ride with my father, that very morning, to save if possible 
a beautiful wood, which the dean antt chapter were 
hewing down to give to the poor ; * which said wood 
being in fiill view of ray uncle Toby'i house, and of 
singular service to him in his descriptiun of the battle 
of WytinenJide — by trotting On too hastily to save it 

upon an uneasy saddle worse horse, &c. 

fltc. . . it had so happened, that the serous part of the 
blood had ^ot betwixt the two iskins, in the nether- 
moat part of my uncle Tohy the first ahootiogs of 

which (as my uncle Tcby had no experience of love) 
he had taken for a part of the pssign — till Uie blister 

breaJdng in the one case— ^nd the other remaining— 
my uncle Taby was presently convinced, chat his wound 

was not a skin-deep wounii but that it had gone 

to bis heart. 



THE world h ashamed of being virtuous My 
anc[e Toby knew little of the world ^ and 
therefore when he felt he was in love with 
widow Wadman^ he had no conception that the thing 
was any more to he made a mystery of, than if Mrs 
Wadman had given him a cut with a gap'd knife across 
his finger ; Had it been otherwise yet as he ever 

* Mr Skandy must mean tlic ppqr *m spirit ; inasiQUCb as 
ihey divided tbe money amongsl ttieiiiadives. 
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look'd upon Trim as a hurabJe friend; and aaw fresh 

reasons every day of hia life, to treat Iiiin as sucli 

it would have made no variation in the manner in 
which be informed hira of the affair, 

'* I am in love, corpoi-al ! '* quoih my uncle Tody. 



IN love ! said the corporal — your honour was 
very well the day before yesterday, when I was 
lelling yoijr honour the Btory of the King of 

Bohemia — Bohemia f said my uncle Toi>y muring 

a loDg dnie What bt^came of that story, Trim ? 

— We lost it, an' please your honour, somehow 
betwixt us — but your honour was as free from love 

then, as I am- 'twas just whilst thou went'at off 

with the wheel-barrow with Mrs Wadmwi, quoth 

my UBcie l^hy She has left a ball here — added my 



uncle Tnhy — pointing to hia breast- 

She can no more, an' please your honour, stand 

a wege, than she can fly — cried the corporaf 



-But as we are neighbours. Trim, — the best way 
I think is to let her know it civlliy Crst — quotb my 
uncle Toby, 

Now if I might presume, said the corporal, to differ 
from your honour 

— Why else do I talk to tbce. Trim ? said my uncle 
Tft^, miidly 

— Then I would begin^an' please your honour, with 
making a good thundering attack upon her, in retUfr — 
and telling her civilly afterwards^ — for if she knows 
anything of your honour's being in love, before hand 
L — d help her ! — she knows no more at present 
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way a Ticioua bf!a,Bt ; he has scarce one hair or Hnca- 

fnent of the asa about him ^'Tts the sporting little 

£ily-fol!y which carries you out for the present hour 
■ — a maggot, a butterfiy, a picture, a fiddlestick — &a 
uncle Tobfs siege — or an any ih'mgt which a, man 
rnakee a shift to get a-stfide on, to ciinter it away from 
the cares and solicitudes of life — "T'\'& zs, useful a beast 
as is ia the whole creatioa — nor do I really see how 

the world could do without it 

• -But for my father^s aas oh ! mount him 

— raount hiKi — mount him — (that's three times, is. it 
not?) — mount him not; — 'tis a beast concupiscent — 
snd fdul befid the m^Q, who does not hinder him from 
kicking. 



WELL ! dear brother Tohy^ said ray fether, 
upon liis Jirst seeing hicn after he fell in love 
— and how gOca it with your Assg ? 
Now my uncle Toby thinking more of the part 
where he had had the blister^ than of Uilarhn' s 
metaphor — and our preconceptions hafing (yon know) 
as great a power over the sounda of words as the 
ebapes of things, he had imagintdj that my father, 
who was not rery ceremonious in his choice of words, 
had enquired after the part by its proper name i ro 
rntwithstanding my mother, doctor Skp, n.Dd Mr 
Torfcif were sitting in the parJouri he thought it rather 
civil to cooform to the terra my father had made use 
of than not. When a man ia hemm'd in by two 
indecorums, and roust commit one of 'em — I always 
observe ^ — lee him chuse which he will, the world 
will blame him — so I should not be astonished if it 
blames my uncle To6y, 
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My A — e, quoth my uncle Tpiy, is much better — 
brother Shandy- — My father had formed great expects* 
dons from his Asse in this ons^t ; aod would have 
brought biio Oa again ; but dqcior Skp setting up an 
intemperate laugh — and ray mother crying oat L — 
bless ua ! — it djoye my father's Aase oft the field — and 
the laugh then becomjng gcperal — there was no bring- 
ing him back to the charge, for some dme 

And so the dtBcoursc went on without him. 

Every body, said my mother, says you are in love, 
brother Taby^' — and we bope it is true. 

I am as much in love, sister, I believe, replied my 

uncle Tobyt as aoy man usually ig Humph ! said 

my father and when did you know it ? quoth niy 

modier 

When tfie blister broke ; replied my uncle 

Tohy. 

My uncie Taiy'r reply put my father into good 
temper-— 80 he charg'd o' foot 



A^ 



S the ancients agree, brother Toby, said my father, 
that there are two different and distinct kinds 
of love, according to the different parts which 

are affected by it — the Brain or Liver 1 think 

when a man is in love, it behoves hira a little to con- 
sider -which of the two he is fallen into. 

What aigniSea it, brother Shandy, replied my uncle 
Tgi>yf which of the two it is, provided it will but 
make a man many, and love hie wiie, and gee a few^| 
children ? ^H 

A few children ! cried my father, rising out of 

his chair, and looking full in my mother's fece. 
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forced his way betwixt her'a and doctor Slopes — a few 
children ! cried ray father, repeating my aocle Toby't 

words as he walk'd to and fro 

-Not, my dear brother Toliy, cried my father, 



recovering himself all at once, and coming close up to 
the back of my unde Tcby'r chair^ — apt that I should 
be sorry hadst thou a score- — on the contrary, I should 
rejoice — and be as kind, Toby^ to every one of them as 
a father — 

My UQcle Toiy stole hss hand unperceived hehmd 
hie chair, to give my father's a squeeze 

Nay> moreover, continueil he, keeping hold of 

my uQcle Toby's hand — so ranch dost thou possess, 
my dear 7*17^^,, of the milk of humam nature, and so little 
of its asperities — 'tis piteous the worJd is not peopled 
by creatiirea which resemble theej and was I an 
Ailaitc monarch, added my father, heating himself 
with his cew project — T would oblige thee, provided 
it would aQt impair thy Strength — or dry up thy 
radical moisture too fast — or weaken thy memory or 
lancy, brother Toiy, which these gymnics inordiiiately 
taken are apt to do— else, dear Tcby, I would procure 
thee the most beautiful women in my empire, and I 
would oblige thee, tiolenj, voletu, to beget for me one 
subject every montA 

As my father pronounced the last word of the 
sentence^ — ^my mother took a pinch of soufF. 

Now I would not, quoth my uncle Toiy, get a 
child, twknSf vofenSf that ifi, whether I would or 110, to 
please the greatest prince upon earth 

And 'twould be cruel in rae, brother Tobyf to 

compel thee ; said my father — but 'tig a case put to 
shew thee, that it is not thy begetting a child — in case 
thou should'st be able — but tlie system of Love and 
Marriage thot goeat upon, which I would set thee 
right in 
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Tlirrc is at I'Cast, said Torick, a great deal of reason 
and tjiaifl sense in captain Shaiulys opiaioD of love; 
and tiB amongst the iJl-spent hoars of my hfe, which I 
have to aQBwer for, that I have read ao many flourish- 
ing pctcta and fhctoriciane in my timej from whom I 
ncvtr could extract bo much 

I wiah, 2'orici, Kiid my father, you had read Plato ; 
fur there you woyM have learnt that there are two 
Loves — I know there were two Religions, replied 

Torick, amongat the ancients one — for the vulgar, 

and anoUier for tlie learned; — bm I thiDk qn£ Love 
might have served both of thctii very Mfell — ■ 

h coald not ; replied my father — and for the eame 
rcttuuDB ; for of these Loves, according to Ficinaj'r 
comment upon ydasius, the one ia rational 

the other is natural 

the first ancient without mother where Ksnut 

hsd nothing to do : the second, begotten of Jupiter and 
Dime — 

Pmyi brotheti quoth my uncle Tohy% what has 

a man who believes in God to do with this I My 
father could not atop to answer, for fear of breaking the 
thread of hia discourse 

This Jatter, continued he, partake wholly of the 
nature of Venm, 

The firat, which is the golden chain let down from 
heaven, excites to love heroic, which comprehenda tn 

it, and excites to the desire of philosophy and truth 

the second, excites to desire, simply 

1 think the procreation of cluldren aa bene- 
ficial to the world, said 7'e>ricJtt as the finding OQt tlje 
loo^tude 

To be sure, said my mother, hve k«ep» peace 

in the world- 

— "Id the Imtt — my dear, I own — 

It irptemshes the orth ; said my mothor 
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But it keeps heaven empty — my dear; replied my 
&ther. 

" — 'Tia Virginity, cried S!op, triumphantly, which 
fills paradise. 

Weil push'd, Dun I quoth my ikther. 



CJiaptec rr^ib. 

MY father had euch a skirrniBhing, cutting kind of 
a slaHhing way with him ia hia diaputations, 
tbniBtiTig and ripping, and giving every one a 
etroke to remember him by in hia cum — that if there 
were twenty people in company — in less than half an 
hour he was sure to have every one of *em against 
him. 

What did not a little contribute to leaTe him thus 
without an allyj, was, that if there was any one post 
more untenable than the rest, he would be sure to throw 

himself into it ; ^ad tD dd him justice, when he W^9 
once there, he would defend it eo gallantly, that 'twould 
have been a concern, either to a brave man or a good- 
natured one, to have seen him driven out. 

Tcricif for this reason, though he would often attack 
him^ — ^yet could never bear to do it with all hia force. 

Doctor SLp'j ViaciNirv, in the close of the last 
chapter, h^d got him for once on the right side of the 
rampart} and he was beginning to blow up all the 
convents in Chrutendom about Slip's ears, when corporal 
Trim came into the parlour to inform my uncle Tohj^ 
that his thin scarlet breeches, in which the attack was 
to be made upon Mre WaJman, woiJd not do ; for 
that the taylor, in ripping them up, in order to turn 

them, had found they had been turn'd before 

Then turo them agam, brother, said my Either, rapidly. 
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for there will be many a turmng of 'em yet before all's 

done in the affair They are as rotten as dirt, said 

the corporal Then by all meaos, said my father, 

bespeak a new pair, brother for though I know, 

continued my father, turning himself to the corapany, 
that widow tVadman haa been deeply in love with my 
brother Tahy for many years, and has used every art and 
circumvention of woman to outwit him into the same 

passioa, yet now that sh.e haa caught hira her ferCT 

will be piiss'd its heigbt- 



-She has gain'd her point. 



In this case, contiaued my father, which P!atc, I am 

persuaded, never thought of Love, you see, ia not 

80 much a Sestimekt as a Situatiok, into which a man 

enters, as my brother Toly would do, into a carf^r 

no matter whether he loves, the service or no — ■- — being 
once in it — he acts as if he did ; and takes every step 
to shew himself a maa of prowesse. 

The hypotheGis, like the rest of my father's, was 
plausible enough, and my uncte Toiy bad but a siogle 
word to object to it — in which Trim stood ready to 

eecond him but my father had not drawn his con- 

cluaioQ 

Foe this reasoa, continued my father (stating the 
case over again) — notwithstanding all the world knows, 
that Mrs IVadman qffectt my brodier Toby — and my 
brother Ta!y contrariwise affects Mr5 Wadman^ and nO 
obstacle in nature to forbid the music striking up this 
very night, yet will I answer for it, that this sell^same 
tune will not be play'd this twelvemoflth. 

We have taken our measures badly, quoth my uncle 
Tohy, looking up iDterroga lively in Tnm s face. 

I would lay my ^crt/rro-cap, said Trim Now 

Triffii MonterQ-c^2i ^^ ^ once told you, was hia con- 
stant wager ; and having furbioh'd it up that very 
mght, in order to go upon the attack — it mad'S the 
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odds look, more considerable— — I would lay, an* please 
your honour, my JV/pnfero-cap to a shilling — W2.s it 
proper, eoiitimied. Trim (making a bow), to offer a 

wager before your honoure 

-There is nothing improper in it, said my father 



— 'lis a mode of expression ; for in saying thou would'at 
]3y thy Montero-ctip to a Bhtlliag — all thou meanefit it 
chis — ihat thou believest 

Nowj Whut do'&t thou believe ? 

That widow Wadmurt, an' pleaie your worship, 
cannot hold it oat ten days 

And whence, cried Skp, jeeringly, hast thoa all 
thig knowledge of woman, friend ? 

By falling in love with a popish clergywom^n ; 
said Trim. 

'Twas a Biguine^ said my uncle T&hy^ 

Doccar Slop w;as too much in wrath to liaten to the 
distinction ; and my fattier taking that very ciisis to 
fall in helter-skelter uppD the whole order of Nuns and 

Begiiintiy z set of siUyj fusty, baggage? Slop could 

not atand it and my uncle Toiy having some measures 

to take about his breeches — and Tarick about his fourth 
general division — in order for their several attacks next 
day — the company broke up; and ray father being left 
alone, and having half an hour upon his handa beiwixt 
that and bed-time J he called far ped» ink, and paper, 
and wrote my uncle Toby the following letter of in- 
structiooa : 



My PEAR bkoth:e.r Tohyj 

WHAT I am going to eay to thee is upon 
the oaturc of women, and of love-roaldng to 
them v and perliaps it h as well for thee^ 
the' oot >$9 well for me — ttuit thou hast occaeioo for a 
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letter of instructions upon that head, aod chat I am able 
to write it to thee. 

Mad it been the gooi pleasure of him who disposes 
of our Iota — and thou no sufferer by the knowledge, I 
had been well cocteat that thou should'st have dipp'd 
the pi^n this moment into the Ink, instead of myself; 

but that not being the case Mrs Shandy 

being now close beside me, preparing far bed 1 

have thrown together without order, and just as they 
have come into my mind, such hints and documents 
as I deem may be of use to theej intending, in this, to 
give thee a token of my !ove ; not doubting, my dear 
Tohy, of the mannor in which it will be accepted. 

Iq the first place, with regard to all which concerns 

religion in the affair. though I perceive from a glow 

in my cheek, that 1 blush aa I begin to qieak to thee 
upon the subject, aa well knowing, Dotwithatandlng 
tliy unaffected eecrecy, how few of its officeo thou 
neglectest — yet I would remind thee of one (during the 
continuance cf thy courtship) in a pamcuJar manner, 
which I would not have omiltpd ; and that is, never 
to go fortli upon tlic enterprize, whether it be in the 
morning or the afternoop, withput first recom men ding 
thyself to the protection of Almighty God, that he 
may defend thee from the evil one. 

Shave the whole top of thy crowD cleao Oflce at 
leas: every four or five days, but oftncr if convenient ; 
lest in taking off" thy wig before her, thro' absence of 
miiidj she should be able tO discover how muCh has 
been cnt away by Time' how much by Trim. 

— 'Twere better to keep ideas of baldness out of 
her fancy. 

Always carry it in thy mind, and act upon it as a 
aure maxim, Tohy 

'• That woTOfw are timid *■ " And 'tis well they are 



-else there would be no dealing with them. 
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Let not thy breeches be too tight, or hnng too loose 
about thy tliighs, like the trjck-ho^e of our aDcestors. 

A just medium prevents all ConcIuaionB, 

Whatever thou haat to say, be it more or less, forget 
not to utLcr it in n low soft tOQe of voice. Silence, 
and. whatever ipprOEtcheS it, weaves dreara& pf miduight 
secrecy inro the brain : For this C3:UBe, if thou canst 
help it, never throw down the tonga and poker. 

Avoid all kinds of pleasantry and facetiousness in 
thy discourse with her, and do whatever lies in thy 
power at the aa.me time, to keep from her all books 
and writinga which tend thereto: there are aorae 
devfltioiiRl tracts, which if thoii canet entice her to 
read over — it will be well : but Bufler her not to look 
into Rabelaiif or Scarron, or Gon Quixote 

They are all books whicS excite laughter ; 

and thou knowest, dear Tobyj tliat there is no passioQ 
ao serioua as IubL 

Stick a piQ in the bosom of thy shirt, belbrc thou 
cntercst her parlour. 

And if ihoa art permitted to pit upon the same eopha 
with her, and she gives thee occasion to lay thy hand 

Upon hera — beware of taking it thou canst not lay 

thy hand on hen, but she will feel the temper of thine. 
Leave that and as nisny other things as thou caustj 
quite undetermined j by 30 doing, thou wilt have her 
curiosity on thy side; and if she is not conquered by 
that, and thy Asse condnues still kicking, which there 

18 great reason to euppose ^Thou must bcginj with 

first losing a fi^w ounces of blood below the ears, 
according to the practice of the anciem Scythians, who 
cured the most iatcmperate fita of the appetite by that 
means. 

j^vicaina, after this, is ft>r having the part anointed 
with the syrup of hellebore, using proper evacuations 
and purges and I believe rigfitly* But thou must 
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cat little oc no goat'a fleah, nOr red deer nor ercn 

foal'e flesh by any means j and carefuUy abstain 

that ia, ^a much sa thou canst, from peacocks, cranes, 
COOt&i didappera, and. water-bena— — 

Ah. for thy drink — 1 need not tell thee, it must be 
the infiiaioa of Vervain and the herb Hamsa, of which 
jE/ian relates auqh effects— AiM if thy &lomach palU 
■with it— diacontinne it from time to time, taking 
cucumbers, melons, purslane, water- lillies, woodbine, 
and lettice, in the atrad of them. 

There ia nothing further for thee, which occurs to 
me at present 

Unless the breaking out of a fresh war So 

Tvishing every thing, dear Toiy, for the best, 

I rest thy affectionate brother, 

WjlLTER. ShAKDY. 



WHILST my father was writing his letter of 
instmctions, ray uncle Toiy and the corporal 
were busy in preparing every thing for the 
3ttaci^ Ab the turning of the thin scarlet breeches 
was laid aside (at least for the prEsect), there wai 
nothing which should put it off beyond the next 
morning ; bp accordingly it was tesolv'd upon, for 
eleven o* clock. 

Come, my dear, said my father to ray mother — 
'twill be but like a brother and sister, if you snd I 
take a walk down to my brother Toby's to coun- 
tenance him in thifi attack of his. 

My uncle Toby and the corporal had been accoutred 
both some time, when my father and mother enter'd, 
and the clock striking eleven, were that moment in 
motion to sally forth— but the account of this is worth 
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more than to be wore into the &g end of the eighth * 

Tolome of tuch a work as this. My Bither had no 

time but to pat the letter of instructions into my uncle 
Toijr'/ coat-pocket— —and join with my mother in 
wishing his attack prosperous. 

I could Uke» said my mother, to look through the 

key-hole out of euruui^ Call it by its right name, 

my dear, quoth my fathCT— 

^nd look through the iey-boU as long as you vrilL 

* AUudloE to the am edition. 
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A DEDICATION 



A GREAT MAN. 

HAVING, a priori, icteoded to dedicate Tii 
jfmoarj of my Uncle Toly tO Mf * * * 1 

see more reasons, a potieriorif for doiog it to 
Lord *. 



I should lameflt from my aovJ, >f thia exposed me to 
the jealousy of their Reverences j because a pajtertsrit 

iti Court-latin, signiJies the kissing hands for preferment 
— or any thing else — -in order to get it. 

My opioioD of Lord ••••••• \^ neither better 

nor worse^ than it was of Mr • • *. Honours, like 
impressioDS upon coiQ;^ may give an ideal and local 
vaJue to a bit of base metal ; but Gold apd Silver will 
psa 3\[ the world over without any other recom- 
meodatioa than their own weighL 

*7S 
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The same good-will that cnade me think of offering 
up half an hour's amusement to Mr • ** when out of 
place — Operates more forcibly at present, as half an 
hour's amusement will be more serviceable and re- 
freshing after labour and sorrow, Lhao after a philo- 
sophical repssL 

Nothing 13 so perfectly amvsimeni as a total cliange 
of ideas ; no ideas are so totally difFerent as those of 
Mimstcrs, find innocent Lovers : foe which rcasoo, 
when I come to talk of Statesraeo and Patriots, and 
set such marks upon diem aa will prevent confusion 
and mistakes coucerciug them for the fiiture — I pro- 
pose to dedicate that Volame to aome gentle Shepherd, 

W&ose tlioughts proud Science never taught to sira.7, 
Far as the Siat e-mail's walk or Patriol-way ; 
¥et sintpie Nature to his hopes had given 
Out cf a dcvd-capp'd bead a humbler beaven ; 
Some vK/am'd Wcrld in deptts af wooi erabraccd — 
Some happier Island in the w^try-waste— 
And where ;Ldmit[ed to tba.! equal sky, 
W& faithful Dog should bear bim company. 

Id a word, by thus iotroduciDg an entire new set 

of objects to his ImaginatioDj I shall unavoidably give 
a Diversion to his passionate and Jove-sick Contem- 
plations. In the mean time, 

X am 
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BOOK IX. 



I CALL all the powers of tinje and chance, which 
seversJJy cht^ck ua is Dur careers ia this world, to 
bear me witness, that I couM never yet get fairly 
to ray uncle Tsby's amours, all this very moment, that 

jny moiher^e curhtUy, as she stated the affair, or a 

diiferect impuJae in her, as my father would have it 

wished her to take a peep at them through the 

key-hole. 

*' Call it, my dear, by its right name, quoth my 
father], and look through the key-hole a& long as you 
wUl.'* 

Nothing but the fermentation of that little subacid 
humour, which I have often spokeD of", ia my father'a 

habit, could have vented such an insinuation^ he 

was however frank and generous in his nature^ and at 
all times open to convicdon; so that he had scarce got 
to the last word of this ungracious retort, when his 
conscience smote him. 

My mother weib then conjugally swinging with her 
left arm twisted under his right, in auch wise, that the 
inside of her hand rested upon the back of his — she 

m. 177 M 
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raised her fingers, and let them fall — It couJd scarce be 

caU'd a tap J or if it was a tap ''twould have 

puzzled a caBuist to say, whether 'twas a tap of re- 
cnoHBtrancc, or s. tap of coofessiDii ; my fatherj who 
waa all sensibilitiea iroiu head to foct, claas'd it right — ■ 
Conscience redoubled her blow — he turn'dl his face 
GuddeQly the oth'er way, and my mother supposing hia 
body was aboat to turn with it in ordEr to move home- 
wards, by a cross movement of her right leg, keeping 
her left as its centre, biougbt herself so far ia front, 
that as he turned his head, he met her eye Con- 
fusion again ! he saw a thousand reasons to wipe out 

the reproach, and as many co reproach hiraaelf a 

thin, blue, chill, pellucid chrystal with all its humoura 
BO at rest, the least mate or speck of desire might have 

been seen, at the bottom of it, had it existed it did 

not and how I happen to be eo lewd myself, par- 
ticularly a licde before the vernal and autumnal equinoxes 

Heaven above knows My mother madam 

was BO at no time, eidicr by nature, by institutioni 

or example. 

A tempenite coTreDt of blood ran orderly through 
her veins in all months of the year, and in all cridcal 
momenta both cf the day and night alike ; nor did ahe 
superinduce the least best into her humours from the 
manual effervescencies of devotional tracts, which 
having little or no meaning in them, nature is oft-times 

obliged to Bnd one Ai'd ae for my father's example ! 

'twae BO far from being eitlier aiding or abetting there- 
unto, that 'twas die whole business of his life Ca keep 

all fancies of that kind out of her head Nature had 

done her part, M have spared him this trouble j and 
what vms not a little Inconsistent, my father knew it 

And here am I sittiag, this 12th day of jiuguxt 

1766, In a purple jerkin and yellow pair of slippers, 
without either wig or cap on, a most tragicomical 
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completion of hia prediction, "That I ahouM ndther 
think, nor act like any other man'a child, iipon that 
very account,*' 

The (Tiistakp En my father, was in attacking my 
mother's motive, instead of the act itself; for certainly 
key-holes were made for other purposes ; and con- 
Bldering the act, as aQ act which interfered with a true 
propciaition, and denied a key-hole to be what it was 

it became a violation of na:tiLre ; and wag so far, 

you see, criniltial. 

It ia for this reason, an' please your Reverences, 
That key-ho!es are the occasions of more sin and 
wickedness, than all other hoSea in this world put 
together. 

which leads me to my uncle Toift aniaura. 



THOUGH the corporal had been as good aa hi^^ 
word in putting my uncle Toby's great ramallie- 
wig into pipes, yet the time was too short to 
produce any great effects from it: it had lain maoy 
years squeezed up in the comer of his old campaign 
trunk ! and as bad forms are not so easy to be got the 
better of, and the use of candle-ends not so well under- 
stood, it was not so pliable a business as one would 
have wished. The corporal with cheary eye and both 
arms extended, had fallen back perpendicular from it a 
&core tinnea, to inspire it, if possible, with a better air 

had SPLEEM given a look at it, 'twould have cost 

her ladyship a smile it curl'd every where but 

where the corporal would have it ; and where a buckle 
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or two, in hia opinion, wouM have done it hoaour, he 
could 33 soon have raised the dead. 

Such it Tvas —or rather such would it have seeni'd 

upon any other brow } hut the sweet look of goadatas 
which sat upon ray uncle Toby's, assimilated every thing 
around it 80 sovercigaly to itself, and Nature had more- 
Over wrote Gestliman with so feir a hand in every line 
of his cauQtenance;, that even his tamish'd goId-Jaced 
bat and huge cockade of £imsy taffeta became him ; 
and though not worth a button in themaelves, yet the 
moment my uncle Taiy put them on, they hecame 
serious, objects, and altogether seemM to hai^e been 
picked up by the hand of Science to set him off to 
advantage. 

Nothing in this world could have co-operated more 
powerfully towards this, than my uncle To^jf'j blu& and 

gold had not Quantiiy in tome mgasure been necessary 

lo Grace : in a period of fifteen or aixteen years since 
they had bceo inade, by a total inactivity lO my uncle 

Toby*4 life, for he stldora went further than the bowling- 
green — his blue and gold had become so miserably too 
strait for him, that it was with the utraost difliculcy 
the corporal was able to get him into them ; the taEdng 

them up at the sleeves, waa of no advantage. They 

were laced however down the back, and at the seama 
of the aidea, Sec, in the mode of King WiUiam'i reign j 
and to shorten all description, they ahone so bright 
against the sun that morning, and had so metalHck and 
doughty ^a air with them, diat had my uncle Toby 
thought of attacking in armour, nothing could have so 
well imposed upon hi^ imaginauon. 

As for the thin scarlet breeches, they had been uo- 
ripp'd by the taylor between the legs, and left at stxfi 
and sevftis 

Yea, Madam, hut let ua govern our 

fanciea. It is enough they were held impracticable 



OF XRISTRAH SHAXDY. 



iSe 



the night before^ and za there was no alternative in 
tny UDcle Tohy'i wardrobe, he sallied forth in the red 
plueh. 

The corporal had arrayed himself ia poor Lc Fevsr's 
regimental coat ; and with his hair tuck'd yp under his 
Motitiro-cs^, which he had fiirbiah'd up for the occa- 
sion, inarch'd three pacca distant from his master: 
a whifF of military pride kid pulFd out his shirt at the 
wrist; aad upoQ that in .1 black leather thong clippM 
into a tassel beyond the knot, huDg the corpord'a snck. 
My uncle Toby carried his cane like a pike. 

It Jooka well at least ; quoth my father to 

himself* 



efiBptcT til. 

MY UTicle To!^ mrn'd his head more than once 
behind him, to see how he was Bupported by 
the corporal ; and the corporal aa oft as he 
did it, gave a slight floyriah with his stick — but not 
vapouringly; and with the sweetest accent of most 
respectful encouragemcat). bid his honour " never 
fear." 

Now my uncle Toby dtd fear; and grievously too i 
he knew not (as my father had reproach'd him) bo 
much as the right eud of a W^ornan froTn the wrong* 
and therefore was never altogether at his ease near any 
one of them unless in sorrow or distress ; then in- 
finite was hja pitys nor would the moat courteous 
knight of romance have gone further, at least upon one 
leg, to have wiped away a te:ir from a woman's eye ; 
and yet excepting once that he was beguiled into it by 
Mrs iVadman^ he had never looked Btedfastly ititoone; 
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and would often tell my faither in the simplicity of his 
he^it, that it W3s aiinoGt (if [lot ^baut) ^s bad as talking 

bawdy.- 



-Aad suppoK it is I mjr father would say. 



C&niitcr In. 

SHE cacLot, quoth my uncle Toly, halting, vhen 
they had raarch'd up to within tweoty paces of 
Mrs Wadmar^s door — ahe cannot, corporal, take 
it amiss. 

She will take it, an' please your hooour^ said 

the cofporal, just as tlie Je'w's widow at Lisloa took, it 
of my brother Tom. 

And how was that ? quoth ray uncle Toby, 

faciDg CjUJte about to the coi'poral, 

Your honour, replied the corpOralj knows of T<tm*t 
miEfortunea ; but thia affair has nothing to do with 
thecn any further tlian thia, That if Tom had not 
married the widow— — -or hsd it pleased God after 
their marriage, that they had but put pork into tlieir 
eauaages, the honest soul had never been taken out of 

hifl warm bed, and dragg'd to the inquiKition 'Tis 

a coreed place— added the corporal, shaking hie head, 
— when once a poor creature is in, he h in, an^ please 
your honour^ for ever. 

^Tifl very true } said my uncle Toij, looking gravely 
at Mrs Wadman'j house, aa he £poke. 

Nothing, continued the corpurat> can be so sad as 
confifietnent for life — or so sweet, an' please your 
honour^ as liberty. 

Nothing, Trim said my uncle TViy, musing • 
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Whilst a man is free, — cried the corporal, giring a 
flourish with his stick thus 




A thousand of my lather's most subtle syllo^sms 
could not have said more for celibacy. ^ 

My uncle Tohy look'd earnestly towards his cottage^ 
and Us bowUng-green. 

The corporal had unwarily conjured up the Spirit 
of calculation with his wand; and he had nothing to 
do, but to conjure him down again with his story, and 
in this form of Exorcism, most un-eccIeuasticaUy did 
the corporal do it. 
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€6apteT ta. 

AS Tom's place, an' please your honour, was easy 
y^ ' — and the weather warm— it put him upon 
thmkicg seriously of settling himself in the 
world ; and aa it fell out about that time, that a Jew 
who kept a fiauaage shop in the same Street, had the ill 
Itjck to die of a strangury, and leave his widow in 

possessiaa of a rousing trade Tom thought (39 

every body in Lbbon was doing the best he could 
devise for hiraself) there could be eo harm in offering 
her hia service to carry it oa : so without any iatro- 
ductioD to the widow, escept that pf huying a pound 
of sausages at her shop — Tom set out — counting the 
matter thus within himself, m he wallc'd along; that 
let the worst corae of it that could, he should at least 
get a pound of Bausagea for their worth — but, if things 
went well, he should be set up \ inaamuch aa he should 
get not only a pound of saasagea — but a Wife and — a 
aauaage ahop, an' please your honour, into the bargain* 

Erery servant in the family, from high to low, 
wiah'd Tom success j and I can farcy, an' please your 
honour, I see him this inomeut with his white dimity 
waistcoat and breeches^ and hat a little o' one side, 
passing jollily along the street, swinging his stick, with 
a smile and a che^ifiil word for every body he met : 

But alas ! Tom I thou smile&t no more, cried the 

corporal^ looking on one side of him upon the ground, 
as if he apostrophised him in his dungeon* 

Poor fellow ! eaid my uncle Toby^ feelingly. 

He was an honest, light-hearted lad, an' please your 
honour, as ever blood warm'd- 



-Then he resembled thee, Trim, said my ancle 
Tofy, rapidly. 
The corpora! Huah'd down to hia fingers ends — a 
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tear of seniimaital bashfulness — -another of gratitude to 
my uncle Toby — and a tear of sorrow for hia brother''a 
miafortunes, started into his eye, and. ran sweetly down 
his cheek together; my uncle Joliy'i kindled as one 
lamp does at another ; and taking hold of the breast of 
Trim' I coat (which bad been that of if Frvgr'r) as if 
to case hia lame leg, but in reality to gratify a finer 

feeling he stood silent for a minute and a. half; at 

the end of which he took hla hand away, and the 
corporal making a bow, went on with hia story of his 
brother and the Jew's widow. 



CNpter bt. 



I W /HEN Tom, an* please your honouri got to the 
■ V V B^op, there was nobody in it, but a poor 

W negro girl, with a bunch of white feathers 

slightly tied to the end of a long cane, flapping away V 

flies— not killing them. 'Tia a pretty picture ! said / 

ray uncle Tohy — she had suffered perficcutioa, 7>/m, 
and had learnt mercy 

— She was good, an' please your honour, from 

nature, as well as from hardshipa j and there are circum- 
stances in the atory of chat poor friendless slut, that 
would mch a heart of stone, said Trim s and some 
dismal winter'fl ereniag, when your honour la in the 
humour, they shall be told you with the rest of Tom'j 
atory, for it makes a part of it 

Then do not forget. Trim, said my uncle Tcdy. 

A negro has a soul i an' please your honour, aaid 
the corporal (doubtingly). 

I am not much versed, corporal, quoth my uncle 
Tol/y, in things of that kindj but I suppofle, God 
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would not leave him without dqc, any more than thee 
or me 

-It would be pLtting oae sadly over the head of 

another,, quuth the corpora!- 

It would so } aaid my uncle Toty. Why then, an' 
please your honour, is a black wench to be used worse 
than a white one ? 

I can give no reason, said ray uncle Tal/y- 



-Only, cried the corporal, shaking his head, 
becouse she has no one to stand up for her 

''Tis that very thing, Trim, quoth my uncle 

TeBy, which recommends her to protection 

and her brethren with her ; 'tis the fortune of war 

which has put the whip into our hands noiv -where 

it may be hereafter, heaven knowa !■ but be it where 

it will, the brave, Trim ! will qo: use it unkindly. 

— ^God forbid, aaid the corporal. 

Amen, responded my uncle Toby^ laying his hand 
upon his hearu 

The corporal retutaed to hta story, and went on 

but with an embgrraafiment in doing it, which here and 
there a reader in this world will not be able to coin- 
prehend j for by the many sudden transitions all along, 
from One kind and cordial paasion to another, in getting 
thus far on hla way, he had lost the sportable key of 
hi» voice, which gave sense and spirit to his tale: he 
attempted twice to resume it, but could not please him- 
self} BO giving a &iQut hem ! to rally back the retfeating 
spirits, and aiding nature ^t the same time with his left 
arm a-kimbo on one side, and with his right a little 
extended, supporting her on the other — ^the corporal 
got as near the note as he could ; and in that atdtude, 
continued hu storjr. 
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AS Tom, an' pleaae your honour, had 00 business at 

J^ that time with the Moorish gir], he passed on 

into the room beyond, to taJk to the Jew's 

widow about love and this pound of sauaages ; and 

beiiigt as I have tqJd ypur honour, an opea cheary- 
hearted lad, with his character wrote in hi8 looks and 
carriage, he took a chair, and wLthout much apology^ 
but with great civility at the ^me time, placed it close 
to her at the table, and sat down. 

There is nothing so awkward, as courting a woman, 
an' please your hodour, whilai: she is making sausages 

. So Toifl began a discourse upon them; first, 

gravely, "as how they were made — ~with what 

meata, herbs, and spicea" — Then a little gayly, — as, 

"With what skins and if they never burst 

Whether the Jargeat were not the best J " ^od so on 

—taking care only as he went along, to season what he 
had to Bay upon sausages, rather under than over ;^- — 
that he might ha^e room to act in 

It was owing to the neglect of that very precaution, 
said my uncle Toby, laying his hand upon Trim's 
shoulder, chat Count De la Matte lost the hnttle of 
Wynendale : he pressed too speedily into the wood ; 
whicb If he had not don^} Ziisie had not fallen into Our 
hand^, nor Ghent and Brugesy which both followed her 
example | it was so late in the year, continued my 
uncle Tohy, and ao terrible a season came on, that if 
things had cot fallen out as they did, our troops must 
have perish'd in the open field, 

Why, therefore, nsay not battles, an' pleaae your \i 

honour, as well as marriages, be made in heaTen ? — My 
uncle Tally mused- 



Religion inclined him to sa^ One thing, and his high 
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idea: of military skill tempted him to say another [ bo 

not being able to frame a reply exactly to his mind 

my uncle Toly said Qothiog at all ; and the coi'poral 
finished his story. 

Aa Tom perceivedj, aa' please your honourj that he 
gained ground, and thai all he had said upon the subject 
of Baiisagefi was kindly taken, he went on to help her a 

little in maklag ihera. First, by taking hold of the 

ring of the sausage ivhiUt ahe stroked the farCEid meat 

down wtth her hand then by cutting the strings into 

proper lengths, and holdiag them ia hia h^nd> whilst 

she took them out one by One then, by putting them 

acrOBB her mouth, that she might take them out aa .she 

wanted them aod so on from little to more, till at 

last he adventured to de the fiausage himseJfj whiiat $he 
held the snout. 

Now a widow, an* please your honour, alwaya 

chuaes a BeCOnd husband aa unlike the first as she car? ; 
BO the affair was more than half settled in her mind 
before Tom raeationed it 

She made a feint however of dcfendlag he^BElf^ by 

snatching up a sausage : Tom in&tantly kid hold oi 

another 

But seeing Tom't had more gristle In it 

She aigQcd the capitulation and 7pm sealed it ; 

aod there was sa end of the matter. 



CMptrr toiU. 

ALL womankind, continued TV/m, (commenting 
^ upon his story) from the highe&t to the lowest* 
an'' pleaise your hoaour, loi^e jokes; the diffi- 
culty is to know how they chuse to h^ve them cut ; 
and there u bo knowing that, but by trying, as we do 
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with our artillery in the field, by raising or Ifttiog dowa 
their breeches, till we bit ihe mark. 

1 like the corapariaoo, said ray uade ToJjr, 

better than the thing itself 

Because your honour, q^uoih the corporal, loves 

glory, more than pleasure. 

I hope, Trirriy answered ray uncle 7o5_y, I love man- 
kind more than either; and as the knowledge of arms 
tends so apprencly to the good and quiet of the world 

and particukrly that branch of it which we have 

practised together in our bowling-green, haa no object 
but to shorten the strides of Ambition, and intrench 
the lives end fortunes of the_/>OT, from the plunderinga 

of the many whenever that drum beats in our ears, 

I trust, corporal, we shall odthcr of us want so much 
humanity and fellow -feel lag, as 10 face about and 
march. 

In pronouncing this, my uncle Toliy faced about, and 
march d firmly as at the head of hi& company^— and 
the faithful corporal, shouldering his sticky and striking 
his hand upon his coat-skirt na he took hia first step 
marchM close behind hira down the avenue. 

Now what can theif two tioddtes be about ? 

cried my father to ray mother by all that's strange, 

they are besieging Mrs IVadman in form, and arc 
marchiog round her house to mark out the lines of 
ctrcumvallation. 

I dare say, quoth my mother -But stop, 

dear Sir for what my mother dared to say upon 

the occasion and what my father did say upon it 

with her replies and his rejoinders, shall be read, 

perused, paraphrased, commented, and descanted upon 
— or to say it all in a word, shall be thunib'd over by 

Posterity in a chapter apart- 1 aa^, by Posterity — 

and care not, if I repeat the word again — far what has 
this book done more than the Lcgadoo of Moitt^ or 
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the Tale of a Tub, tbat it may not swim down the 
gutter of Time along with them I 

I will rot argue the matter : Time wastes too fast : 
every Irtter 1 trace telJs me with what rapidity Life 
follows ray pen j the daya and hours of it, more precious, 
my dear Jtnny J than the rubiea about thy neck-, are 
flying over our hc^s like light douda of a windy day, 

never to return more every thing presses an 

whilst thou art twisting that lock, sec ! it grows 

grey ; and every time 1 kiss thy hacd to bid adieu, and 
every absence which fi>llowa it, are preludes tp that 
eternal separation which we are shortly to make.^ 

-Heaven have mercy upoo la both E 



N 



OW, for what the world thinks of that ejaculation 
1 would not give a groat. 



MY mother had gone with ber left arm twiated in 
my father^s right, till they had got to the fatal 
angle of the old garden wall, where Doctor 
S/op was overthrown by OtaJiah on the coach-horae : 
as this was directly opposite to the front of Mrs IVad' 
man*! houae^ whea my father came to it, he gave a 
look across ; and seeing my uacle Tohy and the corporal 

within ten paces of the door, he turn'd about " Let 

ua juat stop a moment, quoth my father, and see with 
what Ceremonies my brother Toby and his man Trim 
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nuke their first entry it will not detain ui, ndhlftt 

my fether» a single mintiCe ; " -No mnucr» if ii \t» 

iteD miauteSf quoth my mother. 

It will not detain us kilf onei luiiil my fnilu'r. 

The corpord wag just then netting in with tlie Jitoiy 
of his brother Tarn and the Jnu't wiilow i ttie itojy 

went on — and on it had epiftodcsi In it it cimw 

back, and went pn- and on Jigiiini ihrre wm nu 

end of it the reader found it vrvy lon|', 

G — help niy ffither ! lie jimh'd liliy timr« iit 

every new attitude, and giivc the CCiriwrMl'll ftUrk, with 
all its AounahingB p.nd dimglingt, to bi mtiny devili m 

Echoae to accept of tlicm. 
When iasuea of event* like tliric my father (• WRiling 
for, are hanging in the Kuda of fate, the mJnd lui* tht 
adrantage of changing the principle of exprctation three 
times, without which it would aoc h«iv power to tn 
icoui. 
Corionty rorenu zhejir/t memmfi aad db« tBCOttil 
innneac is aJl izconomy to juMify the t%pmu «f 0m 
first and foe the tbiird* famK £ftfc« Md 4gtk 
moments, and M> on to the day of jurffBWOi 'ifa • 
point of HoNOiii. 
I Deed Dot be told, that the cUiic writcn h»M 
assigned thii all to Paticiicet but chat Vnxm^ m^ 
_ thinks, has extent of doBumon eulGciedt of bgr amntf 
jtnd enough to do in it^ without invading the trwii^ 
mantled caxies which Howotnc hai left hin Wfm ^ur 
earth. 

My father stood it out aa well ai he comU viib liiiw. 
three auxiliaries to the end of Trim** Herji mA #m* 
thence to the end of my uncJe Toiy's 
arms, ID the chapter following it; « 
inetead of marching up to Mri Wadma^» 
both faced about and marcb'd do«B 4r 
metrically opposite to his expeff<if Atj 



J^2 



xhe; iavs aso opinions 



DQCC with that little subacid soreness of humour which, 
in certain situationa, dlsticgmshed his character from 
that of all other men. 



^ 



' OW what caa their two roddlca be about ^" 

cried my father - - &c* 

1 dare say, said my mother, they aj* 
making fonificatioDs- 



N' 



-Not on Mrs IVadman^i premises! cried my 
father, stepping back — -^ 

I suppose not : quoih my mother. 

I wish, said my father, raising his voice, the whole 
science of fortiljcation at the devil, with all its 
trumpery of saps, mines, blinds, gabiona, fausse-brays 
and cuvettB 

They are foolish things said my mother. 

Now she had a way, which, by the bye, I would 
this moment give away my purple jerkin, and my yellow 
slippers into the barg^n, if some of your reverencea 
would imitate — and that was, never to refiiae her asaeot 
and consent to any proposition my father laid before 
her, merely because she did not uoderstaiid it, or had 
no ideas of the principal wOrd Or term of art, UpOU 
which the [■enet or proposition rolled. She contented, 
herself with doing all that her godfathers and god- 
mothers promised for her — but nO more ; and SO wOuld 
go on using a hard word twenty years together — and 
replying to it too, if it was a verb, in all its moods and. 
tenfiCBj with&iit giving hersdf any trouble to enqiiife 
about ic 

This was an eternal source of misery to my father, 
and broke the neck, at the first eettfng out, of more 
good dialogues between them, than could have done 
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the most petiJant contradictioa the few which Bur- 

■fived were the better far the cavellj 

— "They are fooliah things;" said my mother. 

Particularly the cuvcttr ; replied niy father. 

'Tis enough — he taeted the sweet of iriumph— and 
went on, 

— Not that they are, properly speaking, Mrs /fW- 
mflu'j- premisest said my father, partly correcting him- 
self — because ahe ia but tenant for life 

That makes a great difFerence — said my 

motiier 

— In a fool's head, replied tny father --^ 

Unless she should happen to have a child — said my 
mother 

But she moKt perauade my brother Toby first to 

get her one — 

^To be sure, Mr ShanJyj quotli my mother. 

Though if it comta to persu^ioii — said my 

father — Lord have mercy upon them. 

Amen ; said my mother, jiMnc?. 

Amen : cried my lather, yirtij-jirij. 

Amen : aaid my mother agala^ — but with such a 
sighing cadence of personal pity at the end of it, as 
discomfited every fibre about my father — he instantly 
took out bis almanack ; but before he could untie itj 
Torick's congregation coming out of church, became a 
full anawer to one half of his busineBS with it — and my 
mother telling him it was a sacrament day — left him as 
litde in doubt, z& to the other part — He put his almanack 
into his pocket. 

The first Lord of the Treasury thinking of 'woys 
and means, could not have returned home with a more 
embarrsssed look> 
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PON looting back from the end of the laat 
chapter, and aurviryiiig the texture of what has 
been Wrote, it is iiecesMry» that Upon dua page 
and the three follawing, a good quantity of heCero- 
gcncous nmiter be inserted to keep up that just 
balance betwist wisdom and folly, without which a 
book would not hold together a single year : nor is it 
a poor creeping digression (which but for the name of, 
a man might continue as well going on in the king's 

highway) which will do the business— no; if it is 

to be a digression, it must be a good frisky one, sud 
upon a frisky subject too, where ceither the horse or 
hi3 rider are to be caught, but by rebound. 

The only difficulty, is raising powers suitable to the 
nature of die service : Fakcy is capricious — .Wit must 
not be searched for — and Pleasanthy (good-natured 
elut ss ehe ie) will not come in at a call, w^ s.n empire 
to be laid at her feet. 

^The best way for a man, 19 to say his 

prayers 

Only if it puts him in mind of his infirmities and 
defects as well ghostly as bodily — for that purpose, he 
will find hiniself rather ivorse after he has said them 
than before — for other purposes, better. 

For ray own part, there is not a way either moral 
or mechanical under heaven that I could think of, 
which I haTC not taken with myaelf in this case : some- 
times by addressing myself directly to the boiJ herself, 
and arguing the poiDt over and over again with her 
upon the extent of her owti fecultica 



I never could make them an ipch the wider 

Then by changing my system, and trying what could 
be made of it upon the body, by temperance, soberness. 
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and chasiity : Tbese arc good, quoth I, in themselves — 
they are good, absolutely ;— they are good, reiatively 1 
. — they are good for health — ^they are good for happi- 
ness in ihia world — they are good for happiness id the 
next 

In short, they were good for every thtog but the thing 
wanted j and there they were good for ootbing^ but to 
leave the soul just as heaven made it s as for the theo- 
logical virtues of faith and hope, they give it courage; 
but then that snivelling virtue of Meekneaa (as my father 
would always call it) takes it quite away agaiP, 30 you 
are exactly where you started. 

Now in all common and ordinary cases, there is 
nothing which I have found to answer so well ^s 
this ' 

Certainly, if there is any dependence upon 

Logic, and that I am not blinded by lelf-lovej there 
roust be flomething of true geniua about me, merely 
upon this symptom of it, that I do not know what envy 
is: for never do I hit upon any ioveniion or device 
which icndeth to the funherance of good writing, but 
I instantly niake it pviblic ; willing that all mankind 
should write as well as myself. 

Which they certainly wil!, when they think as 

little. 



OW in ordinary cases, that is, when I am only 
stupid, and the thoughts rise heavily and pass 

gummouB through my pen 

Or that I am got, I know not how, ioto a cold un- 
metophorical vein of infamous writing, and cannot take 
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B. plumb-lift out of h/or my soul s so must be obliged 
to go on writing like a Dutch commectator to the end 
of the chapter^ unless SOraethiOg be done 

1 never stand conferring wirh pen and ink one 

moment ; for if a piach of snuif, or a stride or twa 
across the room will not do the business for me^I 
take a razor at once; and having tried the edge of it 
upon the palm of my haad, witbout fbrtber cere- 
mony] except that of first kthering my beard* I shave 
it off; taking care only if I do leave a hair» that it be 
not a grey one : thia done, I cliiange my shirt — put on 
a better coat— send for my last wig^put ray topaz 
ring upon my finger j and in a word, dresa myself 
frora one end to the other of me, after my best 
fafihioQ^ 

Now the devil tn heU must be in it, if this does not 
do : for consider, Sir, as every man chusea to be preacznt 
at the shaving of his own beard (though there ia no 
ru3e witlioiit an exception), and unavoidably sits over- 
against himself the whole time it is doing, in case he 
has a hand in it — the Situation, like all others, has 
rotiona of her own to put into the brain. 

1 maintain it, the conceits of a rough-bearded 

man, are seven years more terse and juvenile for one 
single operation ; and if they did not run a risk of being 
quite Bhaved away, might be carried Up by continual 
shavings, to the highest pitch of sublimity — How 
Hcmer could write with so long a beard, I don't know 

-= and as it makes against my hypotheEiSj I aa little 

care — —But let us return to the Toilet. 

Ludovkus Ssrhnmsu makes thia entirely an affair of 

the body (fgwrsifjin ^/»Sg»;J as he calls it but he 

1,3 deceived ; the soiJ and body are joim-sharera in 
every thing they get: A man cannot dress, but his 
ideas get cloath'd at the same time ; and if he dresses 
like a gentleman, every one of them stands presented 
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to Ilis imaglnaeioQ;, gecteelized aJoag with him — so that 
he has nothing to do, but t^kc his pen, and write like 
himself. 

For this. Cause, when your honourfl and rcvcreccca 
would know whether I writ clean and fit ta be read, 
yau wilJ be able to judge fuJl as well by looking into 
my Laundress'^ bill, as my book : there was one single 
month in which I can make it appear, that I dirtied 
one aod thirty shirts with clean writing ; and after sU, 
waa more abus'd, cursed, criticisM, and confounded, 
and had more mystic heads 'shaken at me, for what I 
liad wrote in thst one mouth, than in all the atber 
irtQDths of that year put together. 

But their honours and reverences had not seen 

my bills. 



Cbaplec jib. 

AS I never had any inteotton of beginning the 
J~\ Digression I am making a!l this preparation 

for, till I came to the 1 5th chapter 1 have 

this chapter to ptit to whatever use I think pro]wr ■ 

1 have twenty this moment ready for it -I could 

write ray chHpCer of Button-holes in it 

Or my chapter of Phhei^ which should foUow 
them 

Or my chapter of Knuls, in case their reverences 

have done with them they might lead me into 

mischief: the safest way is to follaw the track of the 
learned, and raise objections against what I have been 
Writing, tlio' I declare beforehand, I know no more 
than ray hcela how to answer them. 

And ^rst, it miy be siiidj there is a pelting kind of 
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thernikal satire, as black as the very ink 'tis wrote 

with (and by the bye, whoever s-nys bo, ia indebted 

to the muster-maGter general of the Grecian array, for 
suflFering the Dame of so ugly and foul-mouth'd a man 

as Thersitei to continue upon hia roll far it has 

fumish'd him with an epithet) in these productlona 

he will urge, all the p«rBOtial washiogB and scrubbidgB 

upon earth do a sinking genius no sort of good but 

just the contrary, ioasmuch as the dirtier the fellow is» 
the better generally he succeeds in it. 

To this, T have no other answer at least ready 



but that the Archbishop of Benevaiio wrote his 

nasty Romance of the Galalca, as 3.11 the wocld knows, 
ic a purple coat, waistcoat, and purple pair of breeches ; 
and that the penance set hitn of writing a commentary 
upon the book of the Re'celaticns^ 35 severe as it was 
lookM upon hy one part of the world, waa far from 
being decm'd so, by the other, upon the single account 
of that ItmseslmetU. 

Another objection, to all thi^ remedy, is its want of 
universality J forasmuch as the shaving part of it, upon 
which BO much stress is iaid, by an unalterable law of 
nature excludes one half of the species entirely frorn 
itfi use: ail I can eay is, that female writers, whether 
of Englandf or of France, must e'en go without 

As for the Spanuh ladies 1 am in no sort of 

di-stresa 
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THE fift^nth chapter is cOme at last i and 
brings nothing with it but a snd signature of 
" How our pjesaures sliji from uadcr us ia 
this world ! " 

For in talking of my digrcasion 1 declare before 

heaven I have made iti What a. strange creature is 
mortal man ! said she^ 

'Tts very true, said I but 'twere better to get 

all these things out of our heads, and return ta my 
uncle Toijf, 



WHEN jny uccle Toly and the corporal had 
marched down to the botcam of the avenue, 
they recollected their business lay the other 
way ; so they faced about and marched up straight to 
Mrfi IVadman's door^ 

I warrant your honour ; said the corporal, touching 
his Montero-Ci^ with his hand, as he passed him xa 

order to give a knock at the door My uncJe 'J'ol/jj 

contrary to his invariable way of Creating hia faichhit 
servant, said nothing good or bad : the truth wrs, he 
had not altogether marshal'd his ideaa ; he wifih'd for 
another conference, and as the corporal was mounting 
up the three steps before the door — he hem'd twice — 
a portion of my node Yohy's mOst modest spirits fled, 
at each expulsion, towards the corporal ; he stood with 
the rapper of the door suspended for a full minute in 
his hand, he scarce knew why, Bridget stood perdue 
within, with her finger and her thumb upon the latch, 
benumb'd with expectation ; and Mrs Wadmnti, with 
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an eye ready to be deflowered again, sat breathless 
behind the ^vindQw-curtaiD of her bed-chamber, watch- 
ing their approach. 

Trim / said my uncle To&y but as he articulated 

the word, the minute cxpireJ, and Trim let fall the 
rapper. 

My uncle Taliy perceiving that all hopes of a con- 

fereace were knock'd on the head hy it whistled 

Lillabuliero. 



Cliapttr fHif. 

AS' Mrs BrUgeCs finger and thumb were upon the 
y^ latch, the corpora] did not knock as oft as per- 
chance your honour's taylor 1 might have 

taken my example sometliing nearer hornet for I owe 
mine, some live and twenty pounds at least, and wonder 

at the main'e patience- 

—But this ia Dothing at all to the world : only 



^tis a curaed thing to be in debt ; and there fiedmH to 
be a fatality tn the exchequers of some poor princes, 
particularly those of our house, which co Economy 
can bind down in irons: for my own part, I'm per- 
suaded there is not any one prince, prelate, pope, or 
potentate, great or sm.all upon earth, more desirous in 
hi& heart of keeping straight with the world than J am 

or who takes more likely means for it. X never 

give above half a guinea or walk with boots 

or cheapen tooth-picks -or lay out a shilling upon 

3 band-box the year rouml ; and for the six months 
I^m in the country, Tni upon no small a scale, that 
with all the good temper in the world, I outdo Rousscattj 

a bar length for I keep neither man or boy, or 

horse, or cow, or dog, or cat, or any thing that can eat 
or drink, except a thin poor piece of a Vestal (to keep 
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my Bre !n)* and who has generally as bad an appetite 

as myself but if you think this makes a philosopher 

of me 1 would not, my good people ! give a rush 

for your judgments. 

True philosophy but there is no treating the 

subject whilst my uncle is whistling Lillabullero. 

Let us go into the house. 
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You shall see the very place. Madam ; said my 

uncle Toly. 

Mrs IVadman blush'd look'd towards the door 

turo'd pale blush'd slightly again re- 

cover'd her natural colour blush'd worse than ever ; 

which, for the sake of the unlearned reader, I translate 
thus 

** L — d ! I cannot look at It 



What would the world say if I looked at it ? 

I should drop dovun, if J looked at it — 

/ tvish I could look at it 

There can be no sin in looking at it. 

/ tvill look at it." 

Whilst all this was running through Mrs IVadman*i 
imagination, my uncle Toby had risen from the sopha, 
and got to the other side of the parlour door, to give 
Trim an order about it in the passage 

-I believe it is in the garret, said my uncle 



Toby 1 saw it there, an' please your honour, this 

morning, answered Trim ^Then prithee, step directly 

for it, 7Wm, said my uncle Toby, and bring it into the 
parlour. 

The corporal did not approve of the orders, but 
most chearfully obeyed them. The first was not an 
act of his will — the second was; so he put on his 
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Mentere-csot and went as fast as his lame knee would 
let him. My uncle Tei/y returned into the jjarlour, 
and sac himself down again upon the sopha. 

Yoa shall lay your ijnger upon the place — aaid 

my uncle Toiy. — —I will not touch it, howeFer, quath 
Mrs Wadman to herself. 

This requires a second translation ; — ^it shews what 
little knowledge Is got by meC't words — we muet go up 
to the first springs. 

Now in order to clear up the mist which hangs upon 
these three pages, I must endeavour to he as clear as 
possible mysdf. 

Rub your hands thrice across your foreheads — blow 
your noses — cleanse your emunctoriefi — sneeze, my 
good people ! God bless you 

Now give me all the help you can. 



A 



S there are fifty different ends (counting all ends 
in— — as wel] civtJ as religtougj for which a 
woman takes a husband, she first sets about and 
caiefuUy weighs, then seprates and distinguishes in her 
mind, which of all that ouiober of ends is hers : then 
by discourse, enquiry, argumenratton, and inference, she 
iavestigatea and finds out whether she has got hold of 

the right one and if she has then, by pulling it 

gently this way and that way, she further forma a judg- 
ment, whether it wilJ not break in the drawing. 

The imagery under which Slawkenhergius impresses 
this upon the reader's fancy, In the beginning of hia 
thii'd Decad, is so ludicrous^ that the honour I bear 

ihe sex, will not suffer me to tjuote it^ otherwise it 

is not destitute of humour* 
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** She fifatj aajtb Sla-Jifkenhergiuiy Stops the asae, and 
holdJQg his ha!ter in her ]eft hand (lest he shauld get 
away) she thrusts her right hand mto the very bottom 
of bis pannier to search for it — For what ? — you'll not 
know the sooner, qjodi Slaii}kefihtr^ui, for iDterrupting 

*' I have DQtHag^ good Lady, but empty bottks ; " 
saya the aaae. 

" I'm loaded with tripes;" aaya the second. 

And thoo art little better, quoth she to the 

third; for Dothing is there in thy paoDiers but Trunk- 
hose and pantoflca — and so to the fourth and fifth» 
going on one by one through the whole string, till 
cojning to the asse which carriea it, she turns the 
panaicr upside down, looks at it — considers it — aampla 
it — raeasures it — stretches it — wets it — dries it — then 
takes her teeth both to the warp and weft of it. 

Of what ? for the Io7e of Christ ! 

I ara determined, answered Skii^kcnbergiaff that all 
the powers upon earth sh^Il aevei wring that secret A'oia_ 
my brefist. 



WE live in a world beset on all sides with 
myatcries and riddles — and so 'tis no matter 

else it eeems fltrange, that Nature, who 

makes every thing eo well to answer its destination, 
s,nd seldom or never errs, unless for pastime, ia giving 
such forma and aptitudes to whatever passea through 
her handa, that whether she designs for the plough, 
the caravan, the cart — or whatever other creature she 
models, be it but an asae'a foal, you are sure to have 
the thing you wanted j and yet at the same time should 
an eternally bungle it as she doea, in making so simple 
a thing aa a married man. 
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Whether it is in the choice of the clay or that 

it: is ffBtjuently spoiled la the ba!k;ing ; by an excess of 
which a huBTmnd, may turn out too crusty (you kflow) 
OD one hand— — or not enough so, through defect of 

heat, on the other or -whether this great Artificer 

is not ao attentive to the little Platonic exigences 0/ 
that part of the apecies, for whoae use she la fabricating 

this or that her Ladyship sometimeB scarce knows 

what sort of a husband will do 1 know not ; we 

will diacourae ahout it after sapper. 

It is enough, that neither the observ^tian itself, or 

the reasoning upon itt are at all to the purpose but 

rather against it ; since with regard to my uncle Toby't 
6tTieB8 for the marriage state, nothing was ever better : 

ahe had formed him of the best and kindliest clay 

bad temper'd it with her own milk, and breathed into 

it the eweeteat spirit she had made him all gende, 

generouB, and humane ahe had jitlcd his heart with 

trust and confidence^ and diapoaed every passage which 
led 10 it, for the communiciauon of the tendeiesE offices 

■ she had moreover considered the other causes for 

which matrimony was ordained 

And accordingly *••••• 



The DOHATiOM was not defeated by my uncle Toby's 
wound. 

Now this lagt article was Bomewhat apocryphal ; and 
the Devil, who ia the great disturber of our faidiB in 
this world, had raised scruples in Mrs iVadrmm' s brain 
about it; and like a true devil as he was, had done his 
own work at the same time, by turning ray uncle Tahy's 
Virtue thereupon into nothing but empty liati/is, tripes, 
trunk-hotCi zad panto^et. 
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MRS Bridget had pawn'd all the litde stock of 
honotir a poor chambermaid was worth in die 
worldj that she wou!d get to die bottom of the 
affaii' in beo days ; and it w^s built mpon ooe of the moat 
conceasible pottulata in nature : namely, that whilst 
my uDclc Tahy was making love to her mistreas^ the 
corporal coiild find nuthiiig better to do, than make 

love CO her- "And FU let him tis much as he 'will, 

said Bridget, to get it oat of him." 

Friendship baa two garments ; an outef sfld an undler 
one. Bridget was serving her miatress's interests in the 
one — and doing the thing which most pleaded heraeif 
ia the other : bo had ag many gtakea dependtng upon 

my uncle Toh/s wound, as the Devil himself- Mrs 

Wadman bad but one — and as it possibly might be her 
last {without discouraging Mrs Bildgetf or discrediting 
her taJents) was determined to play her cards herself. 

She waated CiOt encouragement : a child might have 

look'd into his hand there was Buch a plainnesa and 

simplicity in his playing out what tnmipa he bad 

with such an cnmlatruating ignorande of the itm-ace 



' — —and so naked and defenceless did he sit upon the 
same sopha, with widow Wadman^ that a generous heart 
would have wept to have -won the g^jae of him. 
Let ua drop the metaphor. 



A^^ "^^ story too — if you pleaSe : for though 

/A I have all along been hastening towards this 

part c:f it, with ao much earneat desire, as 

well knowing it to be the choicest morse! of what I had 
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to o^er to the world, yet now that I am got to tt, anjr 
one [a welcDme to take my pca> and go on with the 
Btory for roe that will — I eee the diflicultie? of the 
deacriptionB I'm going to give — and feel ray want of 
powers. 

It is one comfort at least tq me, that I lost BOme 
fourscore oyncea of blood this week in a most uncritical 
fever which attacked me at the beginning of this chapter ; 
60 that I have still epme hqpea remaining, it may be 
more in the serous or globular parts of the blood, thsn 

in the aubtile aura of the brain be it which it will 

-^an Invocation can do no hurt and I leave the 

affair entirely to the inveieti, to inspire or to inject me 
according as he sees good. 



THE INVOCATION. 



GENTLE Spirit of sweetest humour, who erst did 
sit upon the eiisy pen of my beloved Cervantes i 
Thou who giided'st daily through his lattice, 
and turned'at the twilight of hia priaon into nnon-dity 

brightness by thy presence tinged'st his little urn 

of waiter with heaven-oent nectar, and all the time he 
Wrote of Sancho and his master, didat cast thy mystic 
mantle o'er his wither'd stumps* and wide estended it 

to all the evils of his life--^ 

Tura in hither, I beseech thee !- behold these 

breeches ! they are al! I have ia the world that 

piteous rent was given them at L,yons 

shirta! aee what a deadly schiG 



My 



amongst 'em — fov the laps are ic 



has happened 
Lombard^, and the 



rest of 'era here — I never had but six, and a cunning 
gypscy of a Jaundress at Milan cut me off theyere'laps 

* He lost bis band at ttiQ baittle Qi Lef^nta. 
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of five — To do her justice, she did it with some con- 
sideration — for I was returning out oi Italy. 

And yet, not with standing all this, ard a pistol tinder- 
box which was moreover filch'd from me at Simnn, 
and twice that I pay'd five Pauls for two hard eggs, 
once at Raddicoffinl^ and a secoiid time at Capua — I do 
not think a journey through France and Italy, provided 
a man keeps his tempci: all the way, so bad a thing as 
sDme people wOiJd make yOu believe : there must be 
upi and do'utni, or how the duce should we get into 
vallieB where Nature spreads so many tahlea of emter- 
taininent. — "V\& nonsense to imagine they will lend you 
their Toitures to be shaken to pieces for nothing ; and 
unless you pay twelve sous for greasing your wheels^ 
how should the poor peasant get butter to his bread ?— 
We really expect too much — and for the livre or two 
above par for your suppers and bed — at the moat they 

are hilt One shilling and ninepcnce halfpenny whoi 

would embroil their pliilosophy for it ? for heaven's 

and for your own sake, pay it pay it with both 

hands open, rather tbsn leave Disappointment sitting 
drooping upon the eye of your fair Ho&tess and her 

Dcimsels in the gate-way, at your departure and 

besides^ my dear Sir, you get a sisterly klsa of each of 
'em worth a pound at least I did 

For my uncle Toby's amOurs runninig all the 

way in my head, they had the sajne effect upon me as 

if they had hcca my own 1 was in the most perfect 

state of bounty and good-will ; and felt the kindlieBt 
harmony vibrating within me, with every oscillation of 
the chaise alike; bo that whether the roads were rough 
or STOOOthj it mai^e no difference; every thing I saw 
or had to do with, touchM ujpon some &ecret spring 
either of sentiment or rapture. 

-They were the sweetest noteo I ever heard \ 

and I instantly Set down the fore-glass to hear them 



or THltiTKAW fellANIiV. 
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I 



more diBtlncdy 'I'is Marin t uid du [>iMuiJt4n, 

observing I was linicniri); I'oy '■ ' -f 

he (leaning his body on unc nid*- W I' 
he WHS m a line tK-twtxi uuL id «uii. .: 

playing her vespers ui»on her pjj/p, wn. ■ .m 

beside her. 

The youDg fellow utterM rhis witli *ui WCUU dild A 
look so perfectly in tune to m fci'Jin^ hc^il, diml I 
instantLy made a vow^ 1 wuuld givr hia> d tuuj-tUiJ* 
twenty sous piece, when I got lo Mtiu/u/j 

And who ia poor Maria ? rwid 1. 

The love and piety of aJl the villjiigrti uround uv j wul 

the postillion it is but three yvan a^o, tliat tlie ajn 

did not shine upon so fair, so (juick-wittcd iLod AiiiiabU- 
a maid ; aod beUer fate did Maria de&ervt, tliai) to 
have her Banna forbid, by the iTitiigucs of t]ie cursii- of 
the parish who published them 

He wEsa going qn, when MariOf who had made ^ 
short p^use, put the pipe to her mouth, and began tlie 

air again^ ^they were the same notes; yet were 

ten times sweeter : It is the evening service to iJic 

VirglPi said the young raan but who ha« taught h<"r 

to play it — or how she came by her pipe, no one 
knows ; we think that heaven has assisted her in both ^ 
for ever EiQCe ebe has been, uosetded in her mind, it 

seems her only coiuoUtion she has never once lud 

the pipe out of her haci^ but plays that servke upOD it 
almost Qrght and dav- 

The pottillioD delivefed this with so much dUcretiLrt 

asd nanual doqoence, that I could not he]p decyptierin;} 

■omethiDg in mi &« above bis cooditton, and ihuuld 

Jiate js^ed opt Iu« U«tory, had not poor Maria talcca 

■>Dch fbJl yaMeuipn of me. 

Wc had goc op by thii timeafaiKHt ta thr tank whcte 
Maria was Mding : die wu to a thia wlute jacket, 
wnfc bo- bair, dl but two tress«, drawo up imo a cUk* 
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net, with a few olive leaves twisted ^ littk fanlaaticaHy 
on one Bide— — she was beautiful ; and if ever I fdt 
the full force of an honest heart-ache, it waa the 
moment I eaw her— 

-God help her ! poor damsel ! above a hundred 



masses, said the postillion, have been said m the several 

parish churches and convents around, for her, but 

without eifect ; we hare still hopeB, :is ehe je eensible 
far short interviils, that the Virgin at last will restore 
her to herself; but her parents, who know lier best, are 
hopeless upan that ecOre, and think her senseu are lost 
for ever. 

As the postillion spoke thia, Marl\ made a cadence 
so melancholy, so tender and cjueruloua, that I sprung 
out of the chaise to help her, and found myself aitcing 
betwixt her and her goat before I relapsed from my 
entliuaiasirt. 

Maria look'd wistfully for aome time at me, and 

then at her goat ^acd then at me and then at 

her goat again, and fio on, altcrnatcly- 

— —Well, Mariat said I softly- 
btance do you find ? 

I do entreat the candid reader to belicTC mc, that it 
was from the humblest conviction of what a Bemt man 

is, that I asked the question ; and thlt I WOuld 

not have let fallen an unseasonable pleasantry in the 
venerable presence of Misery, to be entitled to all the 

wit that ever Rabelais sCattcr'd and yet I OWo my 

heart smote mc, and that I 80 smarted at the very idea 
of it, that I swore I would set up for Wisdomj and 

utter grave senteoceS the rest of my daya and uever 

-never attempt again to commie mirth with man. 



-What reBcm- 



woman, or child, the longest day I had to live. 

Aa for writing nonsense to them 1 believe, there 

was a reserve — hut chat I leave to the world. 

Adieu, Maria i — adieu, poor haplesa damsel! 
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some time, but not new* I may hear ihy sorrows from 

thy own lips but 1 waa deceived ; for that niomenE 

she took her pipe and told me such a tale of woe with 
it, that I rose up, aad with broksD and irregular rtcpa 
walk'd softly ti> my chaUe.. 

—What an excellent inn al MouI'ms / 



WHEN we ha*e got to the end of this chapter 
(but not before) we muat fill turn back to 
die two blank chapters^ ot) the account of 

which my honour ba$ lain bleeding this half hour 

I Btop it, by pulling o^one of ray yellow ulipptrs and 
throwing it with a!] my violence 10 the opposite side of 

my room, with a declaration at the heel of it 

That whatever reiicmbJance it mny Iwar to half 

the chapters which arc wfittcn in the world, or for 
aught I know may be now writing in it — time it wut 
as casual as the foam of Zeuxh hia home j btnidm, \ 
look upon a chapter which kiB mly mtl'ing in U, with 
respect ; and conBiderin^ whiit wui'oc LliinjjB there aro 
in the world That it ia no way a proper «j|jj(,'i:t lor 

^Why then waa it left bo ? And here without 

staying for my reply, shall T be called a& many hlock- 
heada, numsculB, doddypolpB^ dunderheads, ninny- 
hammers, goosecapB, jolthead.'s, nincompoops, and sh- - 

t-a-bedfi and other unaavoury appellatiooa, as ever 

the cake-bakers of Lerni cast ia the teeth of King 

Garatiganfan' s shepherds And I'll let them do it, 

aa Brit^gtl said, as much as they please ; for how waa 
it possible they should foresee the necessity I waa under 
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of writing the 25th chapter of my book., before the 
1 8th, kc- ? 
So I don't take it amisB— All I wish is, 

that it may be a lesson to the world, "to let people lelj 
(heir xiaries ihnr ctun ivay'' 



M 



S Mra Bridgit opened the door before the corporal 
had well given the rap, the interval betwixt 
that apd my uocle Tohfs introduction into the 
prlour, was so short, that Mis Wadman had but just 

time to get from behind the curtain lay a Bible 

upon the table* and advance a step or two towards the 
door to receive him. 

My uncle Tahy saluted Mrs IVadnum^ after the 
manner in which worneD were saluted by men in the 
year of our Lord God one thousand, seven hundred 

and thirceec the'n facing abciiit, he march'd up 

abreast with her to the sopha, and in three plain words 

-= — though not before he was sat down nor after 

he was sat down but as he was sitting down, told 

her, "he <wassn leme** 30 that my uncle To^ strained 

himself more in the decIaradoD than he needed. 

Mrs U^adman naturally lookitii down, upon a slit ahe 
had been darning up in her apron, in expectation every 
iDOmeu:, that my uncle Toby would go an ; but having 
riD talents for ampliiicaiioil^ and Love rporeover of ajl 
Others being a subject of which he was the least a 

master When he had told Mrs IVadman once that 

he loved, her, he let it alone, and left the raiitter to 
work after its own way. 

My father was always in raptures with tliis aystem 
of my untie TqI/i^ as he falsely called it, aad would 
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often say, that could hia brother Toby to his process 

have added but a pipe of tobacco -he had where- 

widial to have found his way, if there was faith in a 
Spaniik proverb, towards the hearts of half the womca 
upOTi the globe. 

My uncle Tohy never understood what ray father 
meant ; nor will I presume to extract more from il, 
than a cocdem nation of an error which the bulk of the 

world lie under bjt the French, every one of *em 

to a man, who believe in it, almost as much as the 
REAL PRESENCE, " That ioHing of/o-ve, it mai'mg tt." 

1 would as sewn set about making a bJack- 

pudding by the same receipt. 

Let us go on : Mra IVadman sat is. expectatioQ my 
uncle Tohy would do so, to almost the first pulaation of 
that minute, wherein silence on one side or the other, 
generally becomes indecent : so edging herBicIf a little 
more towards him, and raising up her eyes^ sub-blushing, 

2s she did it she took up the gauntlet or the 

discourse (if you like it betterj and communed with 
my uncle Toiyt thus ; 

The cares and diBquietudes of the marriage state, 
quoth Mrs Wadman, are very great. I suppose so — 
Sldd my uncle Tohy i and therefore when a person^ 
continued Mrs iVadman, ia so much at his ease aa you 
are — so happy, captain Shandy, in yourself, your friends 
and your amusementa — I wonder, what reasons Can in- 
cHne you to the state- 



-They are written, quoth ray uncle Tohy, in the 
Common-prayer Book. 

Thus far my uncle Tchy went on warily, and kept 
witliin hia depth, leaving Mrs IVadman to sail upon the 
gulph a& she pleased. 

Aa for children^-said Mrs Wndman — -though 

a pt'incipal end perhaps of the institution, and the 
natural wish, I suppo--!, of every yarent — yet Jo not 
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wc »]1 find, ihey are certain sorrows, and very un- 
certain comforts ? and what is there, dear sir, to pay 
one for the heart-achs^what compenaation for the 
many tender and diaquieting apprehensions of a. Buffer- 
ing and defenceless mother who hringa them into life ? 
I deckre, said my uncle Toly, smit with pity, I know 
of none ; unless it be the pleasure which it hjis pleased 

Gud 

A GddLestick! quoth she. 



NOW thctc are such an infinitude of noCefs, tunes, 
cants, chants, airs, lonks^ and accents with 
which the w/ovd ^dkrfici may be pronounced 
in all sack causes as this, every one of 'em impressing 
2 seoBC and meaning as diifei ent from the other, as dirt 
from c^wn//Bfjj— That Casuists (for tt ia an affijir gf 
conscience ou that score) rtK:koii up no less thuD four- 
teen thousand in which you may do either right or 
wrong. 

Mrs IVadman hit upon the JidtllejtKi, which aum- 
moaed up all my uncle Toby'i modest blood into hia 
cheeks — HO feeling within himself that he had some- 
how or other got beyond his depth, he atopt short \ 
and without entering further either into the paios or 
pleasuree of matrimony, he laid hia hand upon hia 
heart, and made an offer to take them as they were, 
and share them along wilh her^ 

When my uncle Toby had said this, he did not care 
to say it again ; so casting his eye upon the Bible 
which Mrs WadrKon had laid upon the table* he took 
it upt and popping, dear soul! upon a passage in it, 
of all others the most intereaing to him — which ivaa 
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the &iege of Jericho — he set himself to read k over — - 
leaving his proposal of marriage, a:s he had done hia 
declaration of lovcj to work with her after ita own 
way-f Now it wrought neither as an astringent or a 
loosener i nor like opium, or bark, or mercury, or 
buckthornj or aay one drug which nature had bestowed 
ypop, the world — in short, it wOrk'd not at all in her ; 
and the cause of that was, that there was Homething 

working there before Dabbler that 1 am ! I have 

anticipated, what it W^s a. dozen times; but thecc It 
Ere still in the subject allon^. 



IT la natural for a perfect stranger who is going from 
Londun to Kdinburghf ti> enqyire before he sets out^ 
how many miles to Tori ,- which is about the half 

way nor doe& any body wonder, if he goes on and 

aska about the corporation, &c. — 

It wa3 just as natural for Mrs Wadman, whose first 
husband was all his time aiEicted with a Sciatica, to 
wish to know how far from the hip to the groin ; and 
how iar she was iikdy to suffer more or less in her 
feelings, in the one case than in the other. 

She had accordingly rrad Drake's anatomy from one 
end to the other. She had peeped into Wbartun upon 
the brain, and borrowed *Grafl/"upoo the bonea and 
muscles; but could make nothing of it. 

She had reawa'd likewise from her own powere 

laid down theoreins drawn consequenceBy and come 

to no conclusion. 

To clear up all, she had twice a&ked Doctor J'/oyj, 

'This must be a. mistake in Mr Shandy; for Crcu/ wtcu 
opOR ibe pancreatick juice, and the parts cf generadan. 
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*' if poor captalo Shandy was ever likely to recover of 

his wound -?" 

-He is recovered. Doctor Siop wouJd say 



What! qiiile? 
Quite ; madam- 



Biit what do you mean by a recorery I Mrs tVaJ^ 
man would say. 

Doctor Slop was the worst man aJiye at definitions ; 
and so Mrs Pl^adman could get no knowledge : in 
short, there was no way to extract it, but from my 
uncle loby himself. 

There is an accent of humanity in an enquiry of 

this kind which lulls SfSPiciDH to reat and I am 

half persuaded the serppat got pretty near it, in his^ 
discourse with Eve ', for the propensity in the sex to 
be decfived could not be bo great, that she should 
have boldness to hold chat with the devil, without it 

But there is an accent ot humanity— — how shall 

I describe it ? — 'tis an accent which covers the part 
with a garment, and gives the enquirei: a risht to be as 
particular with it, as your body-mirgeon. 

'* ^Waa it without remission ? — 

" Was it more tolerable in bed i 

" Could he lie on boih sides alike with it? 



" — Was he able td mount .i hofae ? 

" — Was motiDn bad for it J" et ssitrHi were so 
tenderly spoke to, and so directed towards my uncle 
Toby's heart, that every item of them fiunk ten times 

deeper into it th;in the evils themaelvea but when 

Mrs IVadman went round about by Namur to g^t at 
my uncle Toby'i groin j and engaged him to attack the 
point of the advanced counterscarp, And pile mele with 
the Dutch to take the counlcrguard of St Rach ewoi-d 
in hand — and then with leader notes playing upon his 
ear, led him all bleeding by the hand out of the trench, 
wtjang her eye, as he was carried to his tent 
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Ham! Earth! St^l — oBnatfifte^M — cheifriigp 

of iiann n« above tbdr kicl9--flfl 4ifd cf aecinr ■>* 
bcadtt hiM <■ liic Mfhii Ijii hon jfi^d with fa) — 
and had ha bt** wvoh a thniMil. hi lad loK mrjr 
he2fi of Aan 10 Mn >fai4mm, 

— And wfacreafaotsi^ dor 8k, ^aoth Mi t tVaJmaa, 
a liEile cattg^rkdlf , i&d ^ ncciiv tkw od Mow ? 

Id uluu^ this yfmoa. Mm ^diuw gtve a 

&lighi gbnce toward* dkc vsw^utd of njr uoclc Td^/ 
r«d piiuh brKchc*^ expectiiig otnraUjrf w dw •boruit 
reply co i% chat my mick Tfl^ would Uj )m to»- 

fiDger upon the place It it^ oai odMrw iw" ■■far 

my uncle To^r havbg got bu woMid btAm itw gUe 
of St Ninlat^ ia one dT tbe trsrcfHf of lh« Cmch 
opposite to the nlicnt angle of the dMubaadoo of 8t 
Roih 1 be^ could at aay uiuc fcicfc a pia raoa the idm- 
tical spoE of ^Duod where bt wu luaduif wlm the 
stone fuucL him : this Knick iaitaadjr iq^ my uocle 

TiJy^ leiuorium mA With it, itruck h« la/xc nup 

of the towD and ciiadfl of Numur utA iu rnvtrrrfUt 
vhicb he had purchaacd aad pMUxl down opoo a 
board, by the corporal'i aid, during bis loog illiMM 

it had lain with (xher njjlitwry hirober lA th* 

garret ever sEoce, and iuxordingly du? uM'poral WiU 
detach^ into the ^rret to letch iiL 

My uocle 7^y ma^uiucd oJF thiny UHam, wUh 
Mrs Wadmarii scittkiirvf fco^i) the retujoin); jidj^ b«fiwf 
(he gate of St Ntc^m j aivj with nw-li a vWfio 
modesty E^iid her fiog«r upoo th« plac«, that iIm^ 20d« 
dess of Decency, if 'Cokh. id beiu^ — il^ lutt, 'twiu h*r 
shade — shook hef head, and with s rnj^fr w.avcriDj[ 
across her eyes — forlMd her to expLJn tl«r nu»t4k«. 

Unhappy Mfb fVmiman I 

For nothing can make thi« cha|7t<r ^o off 

with spirit but an apostrophe to thee but my hwrt 

tells me, that to guch a criuia an apostrophe i« but aa 
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ioeult in dLBguis?, and ere I would offer one to a 
woinan in distress — let the chapter go to the devil ; 
provided any damn'd critic m xffpin^ will be but at 
the trouble to take it with him. 



Y uncle Toly*i Map is carried down Into tb« 

kitchen. 



A" 



lND Iiere is the Maes — and this h the 
Sftmbre : said the corporal, potodrg with 
hia right hand extended a litde towards 

the map gnd hia left upon Mrs Bndgefs shoulder 

but not the shoulder next him — and this, said he, is tbe 
town of N^amur — and this the citadel — and there lay 

the French — and here lay his honour and myself 

and in this cursed trench, Mrs Bridget, quoth the 
corpora!, taking her by the hiind, did he receive the 

wound which cniGh'd htm so miserably i/ere. -In 

pronouncing which, he slightly prese'd the back of 
her hand towards the part he felt for — —and let it falJ. 

We thought, Mr Trim, it had been more in the 
middle, said Mrs Brie/git 

Thiit would have undone us for ever — said tJte 
corporal. 

And left my poor mistress undone too, said 

Bridget. 

The corporal made no reply to tbe repartee, but 
by giving Mrs Bridget a kiss. 

Come — come — aaid Bridget — holding the palm of 
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her left hand parallel to the plane of the horizon, 
and sliding the fingers of the other over it, in a way 
which could not have been done, had there been the 

least wart or protuberance 'Ti& every syllable of 

it false, cried the corporal, before she had half 

finished the aenterce 

— I know it to be fact, said Bridge!, from credible 
witnesses. 

Upon my honaur, said the corporat, laying 

his hand upon hia heart, and blushing, as he spoke, 
^^_ with honest resentmcDt — 'tia 3 story, Mrs Sridgcl^ 

^^H as ^ae aa hell- Not, said Bridgit, interruptit>g 

^^^ him, tha.t either 1 or my mistress care a halfpenny 

I about it, whether 'tis so or no only that when 

^^K one is married, one would chusc to have such a 
^^P thing by one at lea&t- 

I ^ 

y 

IT was like the momentary contest in the moist 
eye-lids of an jiprii morning, '"Whether Bridget 
shotild laugh or cry." 

She snatched up a rolling-pin 'twas ten to one, 

Bhe had laugh'd 

She laid it down she crEed ; and had one 

single tear of 'em but tasted of bitterness, full sorrowful 
would the corporal'a hear: have been that he had used 
the argument j; but the corporal understood the eex^ 
a quart majnr to a terse at least^ better than my uncle 



It was somewhat unfortunate for Mrs Bridget, that 
6he had begun the attack with her manual exerciee ; 
for the corporal instantly * * • * * 
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Toby, and accordicgly he assailed Mrs Bridget after 
this rn^CDer. 

I know, Mrs BrU^ft, said the corporal, giving 
her a most rcapectful Iclbs, that thou art good and 
modest by nature, and art withal sO gefitrous a girl in 
thyself, that, if I know thee rightly, thou would'et 
not wound an insect, much less the honour ot bo 
gallant and worthy a soul as my cnastEr, wast thou 

sure to be made a countess of-= but thou hast 

been eet on, and deluded, dear Bridget, as is often a 
wonrnc's case, " lo please othefs more thac them- 
selves " 

Bridget's eyes poured down at the sensationB the 
corporal excited- 

Tell me tell me, then, my dear Srtdgft^ 

continued the corporal, taking hold of her hand, 
which hung down dead by her side,- — -and giving a 
second kisa — ^whose guBpicion has misled thee ? 

Bridgei sobb'd a sob or two then apen'd her 

eyes the corporal wiped *em with the bottom of 

her apron she then open'd her heart and told 

him all- 



C&atittr n^, 

MY unde Toby and the corporal had gone on 
aeparaiely with their operations the greatest 
part of the campaign, aad as effectually cut off 
from all commutiicatioii of what either the one or the 
other had been doing, as if they had been separated 
from each other by the Mast or the Sambre, 

My uncle Toby, On his side, had presented himaelf 
every afternoon it; hia red and silver, and blue and 
gold alternately, and sustained an infinity of attacks in 
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tliem, without knowing them to be attacks — and bo 
hiid nothing to communica.te 

The corporal^ on his eide, in talcing Bridgel, by it 
had galn'd considerable advantages and conse- 
quently had. much to communicate but what were 

the advantages- — ™a5 well aa what was the manner 
by which he had seiz'd tbem, required ao nice an 
historian, that the corporal durst not venture upon it j 
and as secGibic as he wss of glory, would rather have 
been cootented to have gone bareheaded and without 
laurels for ever, than torture his master's modesty for a 
single moment 

Best of honest and gallant servants! But I 

have ^oatfophiiz'd thee, Trim ! once before and 

could I apotheosize thee also (that is to say) with good 

company 1 would do it •wit/jou! cireaiirny in the very 

next page. 



NOIV my under Tohy had One evening laid down 
hiB pipe upon the tabic, and w,ia coundng over 
to himgelf upon his finger ends (begiaDing at 
his thumb) all Mrs JVadman*i perfections one by one ; 
and happening two or three times together, either by 
omitting eome, or counting othera twice over, to puzzle 
himself eadly before !ie could get beyond his middle 

finger -Prithee, Trim ! said he, taking up hi'a pipe 

again, bring me a pen and ink : Tr'sm brought paper 

also. 

Take a full sheet Trim ! said my uncle Tohy, 

making a sign with hi^ pipe at the same time to take a 
chair and ait down close by him at the table. The 

corporal obeyed placed the paper directty before 

him took a pen, and dipp'd it in the ink. 



S24 



THE LIFE AMD OPINIONS 



— She bsB B thousand Tinucs, Trim / said my unc 
Tph 

Am I to set them down, an' pleaw 3raur honour ? 
quoth the corporal. 

But ihey murt be taken ia their raoks, replied 

iny UDCle Tolj ,- for of them ail, Trim, that which wins ^1 
me most, and which ts a security tor all the rest, ia^^| 
the coEDpassiooate tum and singular humanity of her 
chuactcf — I protest, added ray uucle Tii^ji, lookiog 
uji» u he protested it, towards the top of the 

cirltDg That was I her brother. Trim, a thousand 

fold, she could Ewt make more constant or more 

tender enquiries after my suiTeringa— though now ^_ 

no more. ^M 

The corporal made no reply to my unek Tohy^s ^^ 
protescation, but by a abort cough— 'he dipp'd the ppp 
a second time into the inkhorn ; and my uncle Toiy, 
pointing with the end of hig pipe aa close to the top 
of the sheiSt at the left hand corner of it, aa he could get 

it the corporal wrote down the word 

HUMANITY thus. 

Prithee, corporal, said my uncle To^jr, as hood as' 

Trim had done it how oftpn rfoEs Mrs Bridget 

enquire after the wound on the cap of thy knee, which 
thou received'at at the batde of Landen F 

She never, an' pJease yam honour, eqquireg after it 
it all. 

That, corporal, said my uncle Toby, with all the 

triumph the goodness of his nature would permit 

That shews the difference in the character of the 

mistress and maid had the fortune of war allotted 

the same miachance to me, Mrs IVadman would have 
enquired into every circumstance reladng to it a hundred 

times She would have enquired, an' please your 

honour, ten times as often about your honour's groin 
The pain, Trim, is equally excruciaring, -and 
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Compaasion 
other 



has as much to do with the one as the 



-God Uess your honocr I cried the corporal- 



what h^s a woman'ti compassion to do with a wound 
upon the cap of a man's knee ? had your honour's been 
shot into ten thousand splinters at the afiair of Landen, 
Mrs iVadman would have troubled her head as little 
about it as Bridgri j because, added the corpora], 
loweiing his voice, and speakitig very distinctly, hs he 
assigned his reason 

"The knee is such a distance from the niain body 

whereas the groin, your honour knows, is upon 

the very curtain of the place." 

My uncle Toiiy gave a long whistle- but in a note 



which could scarce be heard across the table. 

The corporal Sad advanced too far to retire in 

three words he told the rest- 

My uDcle To6y laid dowo his pipe as gendy upon 
the fender, ae if it had been spun from the unravcllings 
of a spider's web 

Let us go to ray brother Sbandy'sf said he. 



X 



THER-E will be just time, whilst my uncle Toby 
and Trim are walking to my father's, to inform 
you that Mrs IVadman had, some moons before 
this, made a confident of my mother ; and that Mrs 
Bridget, who had the burden of her own, as well as 
her miatresa'a secret to carry, had got happily delivered 
of both to SusiUmiih behind the garden-wall. 

As for my mother, she saw nothing at all in it, 

to make the least bustle about- but Suiatmah was 

Sufficient by heraelf for all the eads and purposes you 
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CtuJd possibly have, in exporting a famiiy secret ; for 

she instantly imparted it by signs to Jonathan and 

Jonathan by tokcHH to the cook as she iv3b basting a 
loin of mutton } the coot sold ic with some kitchen-fat 
to the postillion for a groat, who truck'd it with the 

dairy maid for something of about the same value 

and though whisper'd in the hay-loft. Fame caught the 
□otcs with her brazen trumpet, and sounded them upon 
the hau3e-top— In a word» not an old ■woman in the 
Tillage Of five miles round, who did not underBtaod 
tiie diiliculties of my uncle Tahy'i siege, and what 
were the secret articleo which had delayed the aur- j 
render* 

My fe.ther, whoise way was to force every event in 
nature ioto 3.vi hypothesis, by which means never man 

crucified TfcUTH at the rate he did- had but juat 

heard of the report as my uncle Toby set out ; and 
catching lire suddenly at the tre9pa>s3 done his brother 
by it, was demonstrating to Torict, notwithstanding 

my mother was sitting by not only, " That the 

devil was in women, and that the whole of the af&ic 
was lust ; " but that every evil and disorder io the I 
world, of what kind Or nature soever, from the first 
fall of jidam, down to my uncle T&by't (inclusive), was | 
owing one way or other to the same unruly appetite. 

Terick waa just bringing my father's hypothesis to 
some Temper, when ray uncle Toby entering the room 
with marks of infinite benevolence and forgiveness in 
his lookB:^ my father's eloquence rekindled against the 
passion — —and as he was not very nice in the choice 

of his words when he was wroth as soon as my 

uncle Toby was seated by the fire, and had filled hit 
pipe, my father broke out in this manner. 
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r ' I ""HAT provision should be miade for con- 

K J tlnutng the race of ao grcat^ so exalted and 

I godJike a Being au itiaD — I am far from 

r dmyiog — buc phiioaophy spcaka freely of every thing? 
and therefore I still think and do maiatain ic to be a 

, pity, that it should be done by means of a pbSLon 
which bends down the faciitue3, and turns all the 
wisdoiTij contempUtionst and operatione of the gouI 
backwards— — a paMJon, my dear, continued my father, 

I addressing htmself to my mother, which couples and 
equals -wise men with fools, iand makea us come out oi 

I our caverna and hiding-places more like satyrs and four- 

I footed beasts than men. 

I know it will be e^id^ coDtioued my lather {availing 
himself of the yre/f/mj, thatio iteelf, and simpty taken 
^like hunger, or thirat, or Bleep '■as an affair 



neither good or bad — or shameful or otherwise. 

Why then did the delicacy of Dioscnes and Plato so 
recalcitrate against it? and wherefore, when we go 
about to make and plant a man, do we put out the 
candle? and ibr what reason is it, that all the parts 
thereof — the coogredients — the preparations — the in- 
struments, and whatever serves thereto, ^re so held as 
to be conveyed to a cleanly mind by no language, 
tranajation, OF pcripbraeia whatever I 

The act of killing and destroying a maO) 

continued my father, raising his voiice — and turning to 
my unde Te&y — you see, is glorious — and the weapons 

by which we do it are honourable We march 

with them upon our shoulders We strut with them 

by our sides We gild them— Wc carve ihcni 

^We in-Jay them We edrich them Nay, 

if it be but a jcaundrel cannon, we cast an ornament 
upoD the breach of it* — 
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My uncle Tobj laid down his pipe to ioBercede 

for a better epithet and TorUk was rising up to ^m 

batter the whole hypothesis to pieces ^| 

When Ohadlah broke into the middle of ihe ^^ 

room \vith a complaint, which cned out for an imme- 
diate he^triag. ^m 

The case w^^H this : ^^k 

My father, whether by ancient custom of the manor, 
or aa impropriator of the great tythes, was obliged to 
keep a Bull for the aetvice of the Psriflh, and Ohadiak 
had led his cow upon a pop-^lsii to him one day or 

other the preceding aummer 1 flay, one day or 

other — because as chance would have it, it ivaa the ^- 
day on which he was married to my father's house- fl 

maid ^so one was a reckoning to the other. There- ^ 

fore when Ohad*ah*s wife was brought to bed- — 

Ohadiah thanked God 

-Now, said Ohadiah, 



I ahall have a calf: so 



0(>adiah went daily to "vlBit his cow. 

She'll calve on Monday — on THCJt/ty— on IVedtnt- 
day at the fiirthest 

The cow did not calve^ no — she']! not calve 

till next week the cow put it off terribly till 

at the end of the sixth week Ohndlab^s auspicions (like 
a good man's) fell upon the Btdl. 

Now the parish being very large, my father's Bull, 
to speak the truth of him, was no waj" equal to tlie 
department ; he had, howerer, got himself, somehow 
or other, thrust into employment — and as he went 
through the byaineaa with a grave faCe, my father had a. 
high opinion ot him. 

Most of the townsmen, an' pleaae your worBhip, 

quoth Ohadiah^ believe that ^tie all the BulPa feuit 

-But may not a cow be barren ! replied my 

father, turning to Doctor Shp. 

It Bever happens: satd Dr S/f-p, but the man'* wifl? 
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may hare come before her dme oaturally enough — — 
Pttthee has the child hair upon his head i — added Dr 
Sbf 

It is as hairy as I am ; said Ohadiah*'— 

Ohadiah had not been shaved for three weeks—— 

Wbeu --U u cried my father i 

beginning the sentence with an exclamatory whistle 

and so, brother Tohy, this poor Bull of mine* who 

is as good a Bull as ever p— ss'd» and might have done 

for Suropa herself in purer times had he but two 

legs less, might have been driven into Doctors Conimoni 

and lost his character which to a Town Bull, 

Ex-other Tofyy is the very same thing as his lifC' • 

L — d! said my mother, what is all this story 
about ? 

A COCK and a bull, said Toriei And one of tlii* 

best of its kind, I ever heard. 
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